Page 601 Since the first Bibles were printed, so many haserbdestroyed, that it can’t be counted. Multitudépeople that have
professed they believed in Jesus have been killeder the world. It continues to go on at thexytime.There is a price to
be paid for following Jesus. It can cost you yiifier your reputation, your friends, even everythiyjou own. You might be
put in prison on trumped up charges.

If the Moslems had their way, every born again §tran in the world would be executed.

Indeed, during the tribulation every person thasgaved that can be found (which will be a greattitnde) will be
hunted down, undoubtably tortured, and then belkadkess they worship the image of the antichrist.

The world has always hated Jesus. The Christians hlways been the few, while those not saved alvays been the
many.

Jesus quoted Isa 61:1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because th& ORD hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bindp the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the @ptives and the
opening of the prison to them that are bound; 2-Toproclaim the acceptable year of the LORD and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourasud stopped at the words “of the LORD”. The dayemgeance is the
day Jesus returns at Armageddon.

The days leading up to Armageddon, called thelatimn are very close. To our knowledge, thenedsone single born-
again prophecy scholar that is worth his salt thes not believe this. This is because the sifkeotimes that God’s
Word gives us are almost all in place. If youmoeready, your time is fast running out.

The verses continue—

JESUS REJECTED AT NAZARETH
30 YEARS PLUS 9 MONTHS
Lk 4:22. AND ALL BARE HIM WITNESS (or spoke Lk 4:22. AND ALL BARE HIM WITNESS (or spoke well of Him-NIV) . They all understood what He said
well of Him-NIV), AND (WERE AMAZED) but they did not believe Him—
AT THE GRACIOUS WORDS WHICH AND (WERE AMAZED)
PROCEEDED OUT OF HIS MOUTH. AND AT THE GRACIOUS WORDS (or it may be said His Words of grace),
THEY SAID, IS NOT THIS JOSEPH'S SON WHICH PROCEEDED
(or everyone was speaking well of Him and OUT OF HIS MOUTH.
marveling that such appealing words were
coming from His mouth. They were even SPIRITUAL BATTLES

asking, “Can this be Yosef's son?"-JNT)? SATAN, HOW HE WORKS
Every person goes through a spiritual battles H battle between truth and error. It is a batisveen what God's Word

says, and the thoughts that the devil puts in dadrthat runs counter to God’s Word. Both God’srd/and the thoughts
Satan gives us are processed by our heart. Whatcout of the heart is what we believe. If weehawvayside type of
heart, we reject God’s Word and we believe thedieSatan, just as Eve did. Satan is able to tiaxé/Nord of truth out of
our heart-note Mt 13:3-23Mk 4:3:20; Lk 8:5-15. GoWord takes a back seat to disbelief and doubts.

If we have a stony or thorney type of heart, we inejeve God's Word for a while. Afterward, howeveve turn aside
when temptations, persecutions, personal desiresther things become stronger than our belief 0’6 Word. Many
people then distort the Scriptures in their he@risistify themselves.

If we have a good, honest, and pure heart, we dhmelieve God’'s Word (according to God’s time saliel and hold
fast till the end. This is certainly true is weréoGod and love the brethren.

Jesus had spoke the truth. Satan had then pgttlydughts in the people’s minds.

One of Satan’s tactics is to immediately put in a person’s thimidsuch and such is not true, because...

One lie that Satan puts in people’s hearts today is the ligohfteon. Both schools and colleges now teach this lie
as a fact of truth. Itis all a continuing effort of Satapltofvs to stamp out the Bible which has been going on since
existed. Then the hearts of people with a wayside heart Wjllalngpose to disbelieve the truth of God’s Word.

The verse continues—

AND THEY SAID,
IS NOT THIS JOSEPH'S SON (or everyone was speakingell of Him and marveling that such appealing words
were coming from His mouth. They were even askingCan this be Yosef's son?”-JNT)?

601



Page 602

Lk 4:23. AND HE SAID (TO) THEM, (YOU) WILL
(NO DOUBT) (QUOTE) (TO) ME THIS
PROVERB, (DOCTOR), HEAL
(YOURSELF): (WHATEVER) WE HAVE
HEARD DONE IN CAPERNAUM, DO ALSO
HERE IN (YOUR) (HOME TOWN) (as well).

Lk 4:24. AND HE SAID, (YES) | SAY (TO) YOU, NO
PROPHET IS ACCEPTED (or welcome) IN
HIS OWN (HOME TOWN).

Lk 4:25. BUT | TELL YOU OF A TRUTH (or | assure
you), MANY WIDOWS WERE IN ISRAEL
IN THE DAYS OF ELIJAH, WHEN THE

Satan is now at work sowing doubt in the peopleisds, just as he did in Eve’s mind, and billionspebple since then.
They could not comprehend that this Jesus, whorntthd known from a young child, could possibly be Messiah,
certainly not the son of a carpenter. Obvioushnenthere knew the circumstances of His birth.

Approximately 18 months later in this same city of Nazareth the peoplel sehen He taught there again: Mk 6:2-6-
MANY HEARING HIM WERE ASTONISHED, SAYING, FROM WHECE HATH THIS MAN THESE THINGS?
AND WHAT WISDOM IS THIS WHICH IS GIVEN UNTO HIM, THAT EVEN SUCH MIGHTY WORKS ARE
WROUGHT BY HIS HANDS? IS NOT THIS THE CARPENTERHE SON OF MARY, THE BROTHER OF JAMES,
AND JOSES, AND OF JUDA, AND SIMON? AND ARE NOT HISISTERS HERE WITH US? AND THEY WERE
OFFENDED AT HIM. BUT JESUS SAID UNTO THEM, A PROBH IS NOT WITHOUT HONOUR, BUT IN HIS
OWN COUNTRY, AND AMONG HIS OWN KIN, AND IN HIS OWNHOUSE. AND HE COULD THERE DO NO
MIGHTY WORK, SAVE THAT HE LAID HIS HANDS UPON A FEWSICK FOLK, AND HEALED THEM. AND HE
MARVELLED BECAUSE OF THEIR UNBELIEF.

The verses continue—

Jesus sensing their doubts and opposition therhpodgs, and gives two examples in which the prapbave great acts
of grace while Israel was yet in unbelief. Thesesrcontinue—

Lk 4:23. AND HE SAID (TO) THEM,

(YOU)

WILL (NO DOUBT) (QUOTE) (TO) ME

THIS PROVERB,

PHYSICIAN (or DOCTOR). This is another name for Jesus. The verse amegin-

HEAL (YOURSELF). This prophecy appears to be talking about tlne tivhen Jesus would be crucified. The verse
continues—

(WHATEVER) WE HAVE HEARD DONE IN CAPERNAUM,

DO ALSO HERE

IN (YOUR) (HOME TOWN) (as well). Sounds like they wanted to see a miracle. Thassecond prophecy that Jesus
made of things that the people would say to Hitmay be said that Jesus was telling them theinghts. This prophecy
that Jesus made about what they would say rega@hpernaum, appears to be futuristic. He knew theughts.

He had gone to Capernaum shortly after he did itisé¢ miracle in Cana-ref Jn 2:12, with his mothlerpthers and
disciples. If He had done any miracles there at time is not mentioned. It is also possible tad been at Capernaum
another time and done miracles but such is notioveed.

Also, before he had come to Nazareth, he had redutm Cana a second time and healed the noblersan’svhich was
sick at Capernaum.

The verses continue—

Lk 4:24. AND HE SAID,
(YES) | SAY (TO) YOU,
NO PROPHET

IS ACCEPTED (or welcome)

IN HIS OWN (HOME TOWN). It is difficult for people that grow up aroundmnseone they have known, to accept that
this person is now a prophet of God. It is muckiexafor people to accept a person that is a ptaplag is from some other
area. It may be much easier for someone to thimidable person is from a great city than frontteeltown.

Yet Jesus was not only indicating He was a prophet, butihavas the fulfillment of the one that was to come-the
Messiah, the only begotten Son of God. This, the peapilel @0t accept.

There is no mention of His mother or (his supposed) faikarg present, or His brothers or sisters. The verses
continues—

Lk 4:25. BUT I TELL YOU
OF A TRUTH (or | assure you),
MANY WIDOWS WERE IN ISRAEL
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Lk 4:26.

Lk 4:27.

Lk 4:28.

HEAVEN (or sky) WAS SHUT UP (or sealed
offf THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS,
WHEN (a) (SEVERE) FAMINE WAS
THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND;

BUT (TO) NONE OF THEM WAS ELIJAH
SENT, (EXCEPT) (TO) (ZAREPHATH), A
CITY (or region) OF SIDON, (TO) A
WOMAN THAT WAS A WIDOW.

AND MANY LEPERS (or people with serious

IN THE DAYS OF ELIJAH,

WHEN THE HEAVEN (or sky)

WAS SHUT UP (or sealed off)

THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS,

WHEN (a) (SEVERE) FAMINE

WAS THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND. This famine is mentioned in 1 Ki 17:1. This happ@nbeginning
approximately 882 B.C. This was during the timeAbfb. He did evil in the site of the Lord abovktlhat were before
him. He served Baal. The Northern Kingdom, Isveas$ very evil.

Before Elijah fled the area, before the heaven stag up, did any widows come to Him for help. & recorded that
they did. No faith.

It is fast becoming the same in the U.S., and tinout the world. As birth pangs of a woman it witintinue to be this
way, however, during the first part of the tribidatthere will be a great revival. However, mokthmse that get saved will
be slaughtered. And when Jesus finally returres ginestion is presented WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMEBHALL
HE FIND FAITH ON THE EARTH?-ref Lk 18:8. The worlill be partially successful in eradicating theokrledge of the
God of heaven, but then Jesus returns with powdrgaeat glory and all of the saints with Him. Téarth is terrified.
Men'’s hearts will fail them for fear. In one siagiay, the earth is cleansed. Most people on pkan¢h are killed. The
blood at Armageddon will be to the reigns of theskes for a distance of about 180 miles. The gseateapons of the world
can do nothing against Jesus. The antichrist alsd prophet are cast into the lake of fire. Satamst into the bottomless
pit and a seal is put on him so he can deceivedkiens no longer.

The verses continue—

Lk 4:26. BUT (TO) NONE OF THEM

WAS ELIJAH SENT. There was no faith in Israel. Thus, Elijah wastdgemone of the widows there but to a Gentile
woman. The verse continues—

(EXCEPT) (TO) (ZAREPHATH),

A CITY (or region) OF SIDON.

(TO) A WOMAN THAT WAS A WIDOW. As stated, this was a Gentile widow.

Note 1 Ki 17:10-24.The woman did as Elijah had said. She receivedamchfed him even though she and her son were
initially, nearly out of food and ready to die. t&fward, her food never failed all the days of thmine. Then her son
became sick and died, but Elijah healed him. Thean then knew this was a man of God and the Whttded_ord was in
his mouth and is truth. However, Nazareth didreotive one that is greater than Elijah. The \secemtinue—

Lk 4:27. AND MANY LEPERS (or people with serious skin diseass-JNT)

skin diseases-JNT) WERE IN ISRAEL IN THE WERE IN ISRAEL

TIME OF (ELISHA) THE PROPHET; AND
NONE OF THEM WAS CLEANSED,
(EXCEPT) NAAMAN THE SYRIAN.

AND ALL THEY IN THE SYNAGOGUE,
WHEN THEY HEARD THESE THINGS,
WERE FILLED WITH WRATH (or rage, or

fury),

IN THE TIME OF (ELISHA) THE PROPHET;

AND NONE OF THEM WAS CLEANSED . Did any leper from Israel come to Elisha byHdib be healed? It is not
reported that any did—

(EXCEPT) NAAMAN THE SYRIAN. Note 2 Ki 5:1-19. Naaman was also a Gentileateber. Naaman was healed
when he obeyed what the man of God named Elishanamted him to do, but he obeyed reluctantly. Assalt of being
healed, he, a Gentile, believed that there was o i all of the earth except in Israel. Howewazareth did not believe
or receive the Words of one that is greater thash&l Both lived during times of much unbeliefignael. This happened
approximately 864 B.C. Note, Jesus showed thelpadlis hometown the error of their way with $ture.

How sad it is, as it is written: Jn 1:10-11-HE WASTHE WORLD, AND THE WORLD WAS MADE BY HIM, AND
THE WORLD KNEW HIM NOT. HE CAME UNTO HIS OWN, ANOHIS OWN RECEIVED HIM NOT.

Lk 4:28. AND ALL THEY

IN THE SYNAGOGUE,

WHEN THEY HEARD THESE THINGS,

WERE FILLED WITH WRATH (or rage, or fury) . Being filled with wrath as they were is usually the result o
unbelief.
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Lk 4:29.

AND (they) (GOT) UP, AND THRUST (or
cast, or drove) HIM OUT OF THE (TOWN),
AND LED (or took, or dragged) HIM (TO)
THE (EDGE) OF THE HILL (or Ccliff)

WHEREON THEIR (TOWN) WAS BUILT,
THAT THEY MIGHT (THROW) HIM DOWN

HEADLONG (down the cliff).

JESUS ESCAPES
30 YEARS PLUS 9 MONTHS

Did the people repent that heard Jesus speak. \Mith all that Jesus had said, and also mentio@egtiles receiving
God'’s blessing rather than the Jews, rage filledhbarts of those that had heard Him. He was «eglthat God’s mercy
and grace was not only to the Jews, but also tGthdiles.

The church and the religious folk are sometimesathes that persecute God children the most. Thesahey know
God, but in truth they do not. The one they know follow is the devil, but they are so spiritudtjnd they can't see the
truth.

CORRECTION

Jesus had showed those of Nazareth the error ofwlags, but instead of being grateful, they wealed with anger.
Next they demonstrate the evil in their heartshey tattempt to kill God’s anointed. This was teeand attempt to murder
Jesus. The first was by Herod shortly after He beeh born. It is the same in many people’s heéadzy. When they are
corrected and are shown they are wrong, instedmbiofy grateful and repenting, some react in a leosty. A repentant
heart should seek for correction. A hard, or seiftered, or wayside heart does not.

They did not like the fact that Jesus had claineelet the Messiah.

When Jesus showed through God’s Word that two @&sntvere not rejected by God, yet a rebelliouselsvas, they
were filled with rage.

Correct a hard hearted person with man’s wisdord, e may become irritated. Correct the same penstnGod’s
Word and he may become mad or even hostile (exaBtplghen correcting the rebellious people withfSare before they
stoned him-ref Acts 7:1-60). God's Word is shariem any twoedged sword. It pierces even to thielidg asunder of
soul and spirit. Itis a discerner of the thouginid intents of the heart.

The verses continue—

Lk 4:29. AND (they) (GOT) UP,

AND THRUST (or cast, or drove) HIM OUT

OF THE (TOWN),

AND LED (or took, or dragged) HIM

(TO) THE (EDGE) OF THE HILL (or cliff)

WHEREON THEIR (TOWN) WAS BUILT,

THAT THEY MIGHT (THROW) HIM DOWN HEADLONG (down the cliff). Nazareth is situated on a mountain
with some steep embankments or cliffs in the vigini

They had been waiting for the Messiah. He is hierthe flesh, but they try to kill the only hoper fsalvation they could
ever have. They try to kill one that did only gpbdaling the sick, raising the dead.

Satan had tried to stop the Messiah from comintip foy killing Able. It didn’t work.

Satan had tried to kill the baby Jesus by havingiimades of child killed. It didn’t work.

Satan again tries to kill Jesus with a lynch m8lirely he will succeed this time. It didn’t work.

Satan tries again in Jn 10:39.

Ultimately he succeeds, but to his own downfalhvttie crucifixion.

SATAN TRIES TO STOP CHRISTIANS

One of Satan’s priorities in stopping Christiantisnake hinder their work so effectively, they nggye up.

If that doesn’t work he searches what is in a pgssbheart and uses it to deceive them and turn fh@m God'’s path.

If that doesn’t work use persecutions, cares o lifé, deceitfulness of riches, various kinds udts and temptations, or
and the pleasures of this life.

If that does not work, then he tries to make them afraid.

If this does not work, then he may try to put them in jail.

If this does not work, then he tries to kill them.

The verses continue—
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BUT HE PASSING THROUGH THE MIDST
OF THEM (or walked through the middle of

the crowd and-JNT) WENT (on) HIS WAY,

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 630

Lk 4:30. BUT HE (which is Jesus)
PASSING THROUGH THE MIDST OF THEM (or walked throug h the middle of the crowd and-JNT)

WENT (on) HIS WAY.

MIRACLE BEYOND UNDERSTANDING. JESUS ESCAPES

Consider how great a miracle this wadr a person to be able to get away from a lynch thabis determined to
kill them would seem impossible. Then afterward, the peopiddn’t seem to find Him It is as if he became
invisible to them and they could no longer hold him.

One can only imagine what they must have thought afterwaftiey must have wondered—where did He go?
How could He have escaped and disappeared? Wehwd an Him. We are many, he is only one.

People do not ever escape lynch mobs unless teapscued by someone to our knowledge. How cansop escape?

There are, what appears, to be three other times \dbsus also escaped. They are in Jn 7:30;a&182]n 10:39.

Over and over Satan tries to kill Jesus, but it m@tsyet His time.

It is noted when He returned to Nazareth, aboutmd8ths later, they made no attempt to kill him eosel time-ref Mk
6:2-6.

No mention appears to have been made about Hiplkdisauring this time. The last time His disciplgere mentioned
appears to have been at Samaria after Jesus heebséd to the woman at the well.

The Scriptures have just told us about Jesus gellie people that He was the fulfillment of thepirecies in Isa 61:1,2.
When Jesus indwells a person, when He enters iptwsn, what happens?

WHEN.
THE W.H.E.N. Message
WhenHe EntersN

Table of contents
1-Consider The Following. Your choice
2-When all is going wrong
3-Deny self
4-Tell a person these things and beware of thesfead
5-Excuses
6-Follow Jesus. God commands it. Follow thoseslesits over you
7-The requirements and the price
8-Examples of following Jesus
9-Warnings about turning from God
o

The “WHEN?" Bible study (When He Enters N) coversigas subjects relating to a transformed, Bornmdailit bearing
Christian as well as to those that resist God tmxafithe blindness of their heart.

How many people are there that are going to inle¢einal life? The answer is only a few.
How many people are there that think they are gtorigherit eternal life? The answer is many.

1-Consider The Following. Your choice

Consider the following:

You belong to Christ.

You are His purchased possession.

You do not belong to yourself, and thus you caramytlonger do the things that you would.
You are not to be your own boss.
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You are not under your own authority.

You are a bond-servant to Jesus.

You are to forsake everything.

You are to die to yourself now so you can live farelater.

Or you may have the good things of this life nowt e dead to Christ forever

Have we forgot the early church—They had all thiogsnmon. They died to themselves. Two people kkpt back
some things and refused to lay it at the apostiesdnd then lied, they died. The church feared. Gao you?

Some people might say that if the apostles livethyoand demanded this of the people, they wouldalied a cult that
tries to brain wash and control the people. Ind&mtl’'s Word does control the people that will sitimmHim.

Throughout history spiritually unlearned peopleédapoken about God’s ways as the ways of a calul’$*so called cult
(or sect) was called the Nazarenes which was spagaimst everywhere. Now Paul is in heaven wigtudeand those that
called him a cult are in hell unless they repented.

And likewise, that multitude of Pharisees, Saddscelerodians, lawyers, scribes, religious peofdeptics, unbelievers,
accusers, the fearful, and excuse-makers, andebglgin high places that persecuted and spokestigdaul, against the
apostles, against Jesus, and against those thattodb&ospel, these also are now in hell being ¢oted as they await the
final Great White Throne Judgment, unless theymégd.

The ways of the world are not the ways of God. Wags of God are not the ways of the world. Youwrldly nature is
against doing things God's ways, and God’s shéilhaitely destroy the world’s ways when He returns.

You are to allow God to live through you. It iw@untary submission which carries with it the prsenof eternal life or
eternal torment. There is no in-between.

God makes you the offer. Surrender all to Jesusg tave the brethren and live, or do your own thimayv and then die
the second death. God has set before you lifelaath. Therefore choose life

Stop resisting God.

Stop putting your will first, and say with thankfiglss in your heart—Thank you God for calling maynjfoumble servant.
Thy will be done.

WHEN
2-When all is going wrong?

When the day comes that every fiber in your mind laody wants more of Jesus,

when you are so desperate that you will hear andexeeive correction about yourself from God’s Wasd little child in
brokenness, humbleness, meekness, and with noprideeand self centeredness, and with no persasilas, except to be
more like Jesus—then there is hope,

and when you have a willingness to follow Him whenehe leads,

and under whatever circumstances He puts you in,

and live wherever He wants you to live with no remorsephlyt thankfulness—then there is hope.

When all your personal desires and hopes are all ceriteoed word—Jesus, and not in self,

and when you have crucified your personal desireslastl,f

and have denied yourself, but yet are thankful—then ikdrepe.

If you can totally repent with a repentance not to be repleof,

and have a God fearing, and Christ like attitudeliat you both think and do—then there is hope.

Few people will yield to Christ as the Scriptureg.s Few inherit eternal life. They want heaveut, they want to reign
over themselves now. Forsake everything, includitigyour hopes, and ambitions, and follow Jesuth wio worldly
baggage, never looking back. Examine yourselfigléive, and in the fear of God. Trust in Him a&melready to fight the
good fight of faith.

Satan knows how to tempt a person with the desiféleir heart that they have not repented of. Bawive Satan’s
many schemes and cleaver deceptions. If themsyihiag you do not want to let go of or forsakesgid anything), expect
Satan to use it to against you. And becauseditdssire of a person’s heart, they seldom recognizeldom will admit that
Satan is using it to deceive them. Thus when ctiae comes from God through His Word, they rejbet correction and
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justify themselves. The rich merchant refusedatsdke all he had, even though he kept God’s cordmants from his
youth. He perished. Will you follow him or Jesus?

You might say, “Are you expecting me to just forsaverything—my personal dreams, my personal ptagghings, my
riches, and just follow Jesus? My answer wouldW#at does God’s Word say?”

Are you here to follow your dreams, your hopes, tiididols you have created? These idols you bhwesen to follow
can include people you love, pleasures you hawsamt, your plans, your desires, your things, yoanes or obligations,
your lusts, your money, your security, your setees, your status, your pride, and your good naifgou follow Jesus
your good name might become spoken of as evillols appearance an idol, or your clothing, or hairshoes, or house, or
car, or job, or your denomination, or church, ouwanouth which can't stop talking, or complainingy, accusing or
gossiping? Is what people think about you an id@® of these idols in your life can be the oppgesof humbleness,
brokenness, meekness, trusting in God and God ,oiderepentance.

Are you here to follow some of those idols or ane Yere to follow Jesus and do His will? The amswehat may well
determine your eternity. To those few that overeaththings by faith which works by love—it is g®few that will inherit
eternal life, have everlasting rewards, and fordewith the Lord. The course God has chosendartg travel right now
may seem very difficult. The course God choseaHisrSon Jesus, was far more difficult. Follow &&su

This life is only temporary. It is a time of tagiito see if your faith and love is genuine acaaydo the Scriptures. Itis a
time of testing to see if you will follow Jesusg®if interests.

It is a time of testing to see which voice you valllow. Will you follow God’s Word or will you ftlow the voice in your
thoughts that causes you to believe that God’s Vdors not mean exactly wh@bd meant it to mean Do you hear and
believe a voice in your head that first causes tgodoubt what God’s Word really means (HATH GOD BA&). Then do
you hear the same voice giving you a reason t@belGod’'s Word does not mean exactly what He mi¢datmean—a
voice that uses thdesiresor fears, or rejection that is in your heart to challenged@ Word Or do you hear and believe a
voice that uses other Scripture to mislead you?

And if you think you are following God—are you folling Godthe way He has chosen for yoto follow, or are you
following God the wayou personally have choseh At the judgment will the things—you think, araysand do, and the
motives of your heart, stand the test of TRUTH--ewljudged by God’s Word?

Your life will soon be gone as a puff of smoke. eTiext life is forever and forever. Which is margportant to you right
now? Jesus shall return. AND DISCERN BETWEEN TRESHTEOUS AND THE WICKED, BETWEEN HIM THAT
SERVETH GOD AND HIM THAT SERVETH HIM NOT-Mal 3:18.

Which truth do you follow? Is it the truth of GeVord as it is meant to be—or is it the truth ofiydeceived heart?

WHEN
3-Deny self

Repentance may be defined in this manner. It is a tatdfisa and surrender of oneself to obey and submit to the
Word of God in all situations and with a Godly, and thankftiuale. Anything short of this is sin. Dependence on
ones own efforts apart from God is sin.

It means deny self, and take up your cross daily afmixffdesus-ref Lk 9:23.

Nevertheless, God in heaven is directing each peasd each ministry as He sees fit to accomplishpdirpose around
the world. At the same time, He is dealing witlcteaaint to help them to deny self and draw closddim. Regretfully
many resist and become stubborn, rebel and fally awatheir own eternal destruction. They becoméruitful and
unprofitable servants as Satan tempts them. Thegrbe blind as they once were. They seldom kndsvbicause if they
did they should certainly repent. They become éraed to correction so it is very difficult to reaitiem anymore with the
truth of the Gospel. The darkness blinds theiseyEhey go their own way and forget how they wefore they fell-ref Ja
1:24.

Eph 2:2,3-WHEREIN IN TIME PAST (in which you useal live) YE WALKED ACCORDING TO THE COURSE OF
THIS WORLD, ACCORDING TO THE PRINCE OF THE POWER OHE AIR, THE SPIRIT THAT NOW WORKETH
IN THE CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE: AMONG WHOM ALSO WEALL" HAD OUR CONVERSATION IN
TIMES PAST IN THE LUSTS OF OUR FLESH, FULFILLING TEDESIRES OF THE FLESH AND OF THE MIND;
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AND WERE "BY NATURE" THE CHILDREN OF WRATH, EVEN ASDTHERS. Note, in times past, when we were not
born-again, we walked according to the course igfworld...fulfilling the desires of the flesh anflthe mind. This is the
way of the world. This is the way most people wafid desire to walk. However, to be born-againmust repent, and
begin walking by faith. We are to begin doing wisgpleasing in the sight of God. We are to deglffand stop doing those
things that are wrong. Few people have truly détiiemselves and are walking in the ways of Godw Ehere be. Few
people are truly born-again, although many saythimk they are.

Ro 12:2-BE NOT CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD: BUT BE YERANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR
MIND, THAT YE MAY "PROVE" WHAT IS THAT GOOD, AND ACCEPTABLE, AND PREFECT, WILL OF GOD.
We are not to walk according to the course of thigld. We are not to be conformed to this worldve are to be
transformed. We must be converted. We must be Agam. We must repent. We must begin to do thleoiviGod. We
must do these things, or we will surely perish. ké¢ed our mind renewed by God’'s Word. We needetar land study
God’s Word, and "do it." We must become childl{ke soft) to correction from the Word of God. Wwesld become like a
dry sponge soaking up God’'s wonderful and holy Wotd we do, the Word should change us from thieléngist as water
changes a hard dry sponge to a soft pliable orewé\soak up God’s Word, we need to stop absonminch of thefilth,
garbage, and pornography that is on TV, in the movies, in books and magegimand on the Internet.

AND OF THE SPIRIT. Jesus is telling Nicodemus that being born agata be born of (1) water and of (2) the Spirit.
To be born of the Spirit simply means that a pensmeives the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. A pen is converted, or
regenerated. He should begin to change from thidén He puts on Christ-ref Gal 3:27. The persloould begin to think
and act more like Jesus. His fruits should begftect this inner change as he grows in Christ &swritten in Eph 3:20-
THE POWER THAT WORKETH IN US. Phili 2:13-FOR IT ISOD WHICH WORKETH IN YOU. Ro 8:9-NOW IF
ANY MAN HAVE NOT THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST, HE IS NONE PHIS. The person should become a spiritual person
which loves God and His Word far above all. Thespa begins to deny self and begin to obey the &ospn evil, corrupt
heart begins to see things in a whole new ligtite flerson is born again, renewed, made new.

Truly believing in andollowing Jesusas the Scriptures state results in repentancea amdnged life through the power
of God. Regretfully, the life (or fruits) of motttat claim they are saved, reflects no evidendseofg born again. Their life
reflects no conviction of sin and trust in ChristlaChrist alone as their only hope of salvatioheydo not deny self and
trust in Christ in difficult times when trust isewed. Self does not decrease so Christ can ircrédsey do not put off self
(the old man) and put “on” Jesus Christ-ref Ro 43:TThey do not surrender all to Him. They do hate the mind of
Christ. Their life reflects their personal desia®ot Christ. They continue to be the lord of thmim life. Jesus is not the
Lord of their life. Many claim they know Christ beeldom pray over their meals, tithe, study Godfsrd faithfully, or
obey it. Their daily conversation and the way theyaround other people gives little indicatioatt@hrist is the center of
their life. A person’s trust in Him should be dlgaeven hourly, even minute by minute trust. @uind should be stayed
on Him-ref Isa 26:3. Born again people arédbow Jesus.

Most people’s understanding of the Bible is at best, vieajlav or Lukewarm, and their obedience to God’s word
is lacking. The evidence of their belief and trust in J&3ugst is lacking. Titus 1:16-THEY PROFESS THAT
THEY KNOW GOD; BUT IN WORKS THEY DENY HIM, BEING ABOIINABLE, AND DISOBEDIENT, AND
UNTO EVERY GOOD WORK REPROBATE.

When God calls a person, and they surrender tifeitd Jesus, their faith (or trust) is small. Ylere as a little tree that
has just sprouted. As time passes, and the péesns and studies God’s Word and obeys it, theyldhgrow in faith (or
trust) even as the little tree grows strong ifastlgood soil and water. This should lead a pete@urrender himself more
and more to deny self and obey God’'s Word asvtrigen in 2 Cor 10:15-YOUR FAITH (or trust) IS INNEASED. True
faith loves God. True faith seeks fellowship witie brethren. True faith loves the brethren. Taith fears God. True
faith does not live by bread alone, but lives bgrgWwWord of God. True faith should not lie, chedgceive, practice sin,
accuse, and complain. True faith should learrepag and obedience.

WHEN
4-Tell A person these things and beware of thelfaekl
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Christ died for those that would follow Him in &liof denying self, trust, obedience, submissiemitity, and thankfulness
Following Jesusincludes bringing your thoughts into captivity @d’s Word. It includes bringing your conversation
how you dress, where you live, how you act, whene go, what cloths you wear, what jewelry you put lsow you keep
your hair, and with whom you fellowship, what yoa @ith your money, what you do with your possessionriches, all
into compliance with the Word of God. To followsds even means God tells you what you should hehmdat you
should not hear. There is guidelines for every payour life in God’s Word. Once you come toukesyour life no longer
belongs to yourself. You are bought and paid fothe blood of Jesus, and God tells you cledtbtlow Me. This is how
you are to act; this is what you are to do anddwmtthis is where you are to go and not go, anaif refuse, you are in
rebellion to God, and if you rebel against Godmach and for too long, your final destiny is etgrm@part from God.

God has a plan your life.

Itis a life oflearning to deny selfnow so you carfollow Jesus

Itis a life ofsacrifice now, yet ultimately possessing everything.

Itis a life ofgiving up now but gaining great rewards which shall never fadaya

It is a life ofcrying now, but there will be no more tears for eternity.

Itis a life ofhurts now, yet great joy.

It is a life oftemptations now, but learning to overcome through trusting in Gtri

It is a life ofgetting rid of the hardness, rebellion, and stubbornness in lyeart, and replacing it with soft, pliable clay
which can be remolded by the Potter’s hand.

Itis a life of beinghumbled and broken now so you can be rebuilt into something fit for Master's use.

Itis a life of learning ta@wonform to the image of Christ nowso you can be with Christ for ever and ever.

God has a plan for your life.

It is a life of getting rid of the angry and acausgittitude in your heart, and replacing it withd@olove and forgiveness.

It is a life of overcoming all things by faith ai@bdly love whereby in the past you were being owere by the world,
and it’s sin.

It is a life of overcoming the devil's deceptionsdalies, the world’'s pleasures, it's cares, itsdusnd its desires for
riches, success, and better things and replacesgtith God’s truth, God’s peace, Godly trust.

Itis a life that puts off the fears of this workthd puts on the fear of God.

Itis a life of surrender to Jesus which enablastgonot surrender to the devil.

Your plans are to become null and void. In otherds, you are to scrap your plans for your own difiel follow God’s
plan. Love God and follow Him and live, or rebabigerish.

You might say that this is hard teaching. Yess thard teaching for those that do not love God laelibve His Word as
they ought, but it is not hard teaching for thdsat tare grateful that God has loved them so muahHie saved them for
eternity and now will give them a new direction angurpose for the rest of their life and for eitgrn

To follow Jesus means your entire life and life style needshange. Your need to go through a complete
transformation. You need to deny yourself and begin #tibgnto God’'s Word and do all this with a right attitude.
You need to put off the old man and his ways and ptth@mew man which conforms to the image of Jesus.

Try to tell some men in all their pride what God’s will for theie li§, and note the resistance.

Try to tell some women what they can wear, what jewelrycsineor cannot use, how to do their hair, and watch the
sparks fly.

Try to tell a woman who she can and cannot fellopustith, and watch the fire ignite. Try to tellveoman—do not
accuse, do not to gossip, be slow to speak, aadrindestly and decently in this perverse worldramdfor cover.

Can a wife in this lukewarm generation be told thathead of the wife is her husband, in the samethat Christ is the
head of the church (ref Eph 5:23)?

Can the wife be told that she is subject to her twysband in everything, even as the church is stubjgo Christ (ref
Eph 5:24)?
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Can the wife be told thdollowing Jesus includes submitting herself to her husband as thed_ord (ref Eph 5:22; Col
3:18)?

Can the wife be told thdbllowing Jesusincludes being in subjection to her husband (reg13:1)?

Can a wife be told that in the old time the holymen were in subjection to their own husbands?1(feé 3:5)?

Can the wife be told thdibllowing God is to be as Sara who obeyed Abraham, calling bich lwhose daughters ye are,
as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with@amazement. (1 Pe 3:6).

Tell a wife that her husband is to rule over hef (Ben 3:16) even as Abraham did over Sarah anchvihe fire ignite,
and the forest and course of nature burn.

Tell a husband that they are to love their wiferege Christ loved the church, and gave himselitf@nd do not be bitter
against them, and watch the excuses come forthaaikssof a fire flying in their air (ref Eph 5:26pl 3:19).

Tell the people that they should be addicted tortteistry of the saints and they should submit achs(ref 1 Cor
16:15,16) and watch people’s anger arise.

Command the people to tithe, and to obey them whG&dd’'s authority have the rule over them, and tvdteir blood
pressure go up and their faces turn colors (ref :8h7).

Tell the proud to submit to every ordinance of f@mnthe Lord's sake (ref 1 Pe 2:13) and watch #rsgn boil.

Tell the speeder to obey the speed limits, coneptoplete stops at the signs and do not run redslighget upset with
other drivers, and watch the person’s resistarefeHgb 13:17).

And likewise, tell the younger to submit themseluedo the elder. Yea, all of you be subject onarother, and be
clothed with humility: for God resisteth the prouwhd giveth grace to the humble (ref 1 Pe 5:5)d shen a person tells
them this, note the rebellion and stubbornnesseir temeanor.

How few there are that will humble themselves aiitth w right attitude and submit to God’'s Word witlyood and honest
heart.

How few there are that will inherit the kingdom®@éd.

Have you not read THEY WOULD NOT THAT | SHOULD RENSOVER THEM. So they perished. Jesus is to be you
Lord, not you yourself. You are not to do the gsmwhich you want, but you are to do the things Hewants.

Tell a child to obey their parents in the Lord ihtlings: for this is right, and he might get upsef Eph 6:1; Col 3:20.

Tell the people to honour thy father and mothehi¢l is the first commandment with promise;) thahay be well with
them, and that they may live long on the earth,taegl may rebel-ref Eph 6:2,3.

Tell the fathers, do not provoke your children tmer, lest they be discouraged: but bring themruthé nurture and
admonition of the Lord and they may refuse bec#iusg themselves won'’t follow Jesus-ref Eph 6:4; &all

Tell the servants (or employees), to be obediettiem that are your masters (or employers) inhadigs according to the
flesh, with fear and trembling, fearing God, ingleness of your heart, as unto Christ; not withseyéce, as menpleasers;
but as the servants of Christ, doing the will ofd@mm the heart with good will doing service, asttte Lord, and not to
men, and they may laugh at you-ref Eph 6:5-7; C283

Tell the people that whatsoever good thing any ohaeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, véretle be bond or
free, and it may do no good-ref Eph 2:8.

Tell all that of the Lord ye shall receive the regvaf the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Chré&tCol 3:24.

Warn the people that the person that doeth wroall stceive for the wrong which he hath done: drete is no respect
of persons-ref Col 3:25.

Also tell the Masters (or employers or people in chargaivio unto your servants (or employees) that which is just
and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaveheandy show you the door.

And tell the masters (or employers, or people in chatgdyrbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is
in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with himtheeydmay get upset and throw you out-ref Eph 2:9.

The world’s ways are not God’s ways, and God’s wagsnot the world’s ways. Which will you follow®/hich do you
follow?
You are in training right now (if you are saved) &ernity. If you start following a wrong pathpo&should have put over
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you an overseer that should help you by pointingyour errors. And if you resist the correctioarfr one that God has put
over you as He is speaking God's Word by the Spgingn you are resisting God’s himself. And if ywill not receive
correction as a humble, broken, little child, arithva right attitude, then you are also resistirgdG And if you resist God,
too long, and too much, then you can expect tasperif your heart does not desire to be corredtezh your love of God
and His Word is not as it ought to be. If the veoydu are hearing or reading right now are notyagoyou, then something
is wrong. We are not here to please ourselves.ai&dere to do those things which are pleasirgita What idol is in
your life that hinders you from surrendering allGod? What sin is there that you will not givewdpich is deceiving you?
Is it your money, a possession, a hope, a dreaetigion, your pride, sex outside of marriage, hemxaality, the false view
of evolution, or something else?

If you follow Jesus, eternity is planned out fouyjast as your life right now is already planned loyi Jesus. You are part
of the family of God which includes people all otiee world. This is your eternal family. You decelove God with every
fiber in your body, and also love all the family@bd. To resist is eternal death. To comply wlith right attitude means
His mercy abides with you, His Spirit will lead ycand there will be joy unspeakable for eternity $o shall you ever be
with the Lord.

This is not what most churches will teach you beeathey have agendas which are of this world, toistwhat God'’s
Word teaches both in Word and in example. Few lgeapry, very few people understand what you haseread or heard.
Few people will give up their life that they nowvieaand allow Jesus to reign over them living a bfesacrifice,
persecutions, sufferings, and self denial. Theroifence riding for a person that follows Jesdsu are either for Jesus or
you are not. Follow Jesus now and receive etdifieal Follow your own ways now, and reap eterneatth. It is a life of
compliance and submission to God’s Word in allgsiand in all ways.

Consider carefully the billions of people right ntivat are in hell that are crying and being torradrday and night. Oh
how they wish they had another chance. Knowingha#l now, in advance, you have that change rigivt.n Consider
everything very carefully everything you chooseay and do. The choice all those people now ihweait, you have right
now. Will you be faithful in all things to God wita right attitude?

This teaching is not for everyone. It is only fhose few that truly seek God with all their hemmtl are willing to let
Jesus rule and reign over them in every part df tifie.

We might say your eternal destiny is your choid®u may have been called, but will you also be ehoasnd hear the
Words, Well done THOU GOOD, AND FAITHFUL SERVANTTHOU HAST BEEN FAITHFUL-ref Mt 25:21.

WHEN
5-Excuses

Acts 20:21Following Jesusbegins with REPENTANCE TOWARD GOD, AND FAITH TOWARDWR LORD
JESUS CHRIST.

(Excuses. All Seek Their own)
Phili 2:21-FOR ALL SEEK THEIR OWN, NOT THE THINGS WHICHARE JESUS CHRIST'S.
Do you seek your own ways and things rather than thgghimich are Christs as most people do?

Excuses

Lk 9:59-62-AND HE SAID UNTO ANOTHER, FOLLOW ME. BUHE SAID, LORD, SUFFER ME FIRST TO GO
AND BURY MY FATHER. JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, LET THE BAD BURY THEIR DEAD: BUT GO THOU AND
PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD-ref Mt 8:21. Jesus iskie more important to us than anything. We arewe Him
above all people and all things. We are to folldim. We are not to allow anything to turn us adiden doing His will.

Are you an excuse-maker? When Jesus calls a peydoliow Him and obey Him, the only right answerYES. Thine
will be done. Excuses takes a person away from Gobedience with a right attitude draws a perdoeer to God. We
have seen many people that God called to attenible Bchool. They obeyed. But then after theyvad and began
learning by His grace, they had some sort of aghbwhy they had to leave for a few days, or jusradhe weekend. When
they arrived back home Satan was waiting for théiney never returned. As | recall, one of them maye died. As time
went by many that left the Bible school and madeusgs never showed the true fruits of repentaitey only displayed
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the fruits of excuses as God tried to deal withmtheWhen God calls you, don't look to the left ayht, but go straight
toward God with a single eye. The double mindedqreis unstable in all his ways.

Lk 9:61, 62-AND ANOTHER ALSO SAID, LORD, | WILL FOLOW THEE; BUT LET ME FIRST GO BID THEM
FAREWELL, WHICH ARE AT HOME AT MY HOUSE. AND JESUSAID UNTO HIM, NO MAN, HAVING PUT HIS
HAND TO THE PLOUGH, AND LOOKING BACK, IS FIT FOR TH KINGDOM OF GOD. No person that begins to
follow Jesus but then looks back is fit for theddom of God. Remember Lot's wife. After beingideted by the Lord,
she looked back and perished. Remember the childrthe wilderness—they said WOULD TO GOD WE HAIHED BY
THE HAND OF THE LORD IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, WHEN WESAT BY THE FLESH POTS, AND WHEN WE
DID EAT BREAD TO THE FULL; FOR YE HAVE BROUGHT US®RTH INTO THIS WILDERNESS, TO KILL THIS
WHOLE ASSEMBLY WITH HUNGER-Ex 16:3. Complaining abt the direction that God is leading you and logki
back can be very dangerous. A person might fieth8elves wondering in the wilderness for 40 ye&rperson might find
that God will not be with you when your enemies eampon you. A person could find that their pray@eshindered.

What fellowship is there between the light and darkes® Will a born again Christian share their hardshégmd
difficulties with a person that has fallen just ese they might be an old friend? Will a Chrissaek advice from a person
that has turned back from God, or was never savatiPa Christian try to comfort a fallen persondaundo what God is
doing as God is trying to chastise them to brirggrttto repentance? The blind cannot lead the béilsé, they both will fall
into the ditch. Will a person that is followingsies seek counsel from one that is not? God forkiich good tree seeks
fellowship with a fallen tree, the good tree mustne down to the fallen tree’s level. When a bayaia Christian disobeys
God's Word, they give a place for Satan to attdwkrt. Those in the dark seek to have other peojpiethem, for the
darkness they follow is light to them. And if thght that is in you is really darkness, oh howadris that darkness. What
fellowship is there between the real light and dags? He that hath an ear to hear, let him h€hose that follow Jesus
will dwell in the land of the living. Those thatlfow a false Jesus, or their own distorted undading of God’s Word—
they shall dwell in the land of the second deather.

The requirements and the price. Separation

2 Cor 6:14-18-ollowing Jesusincludes BE YE NOT UNEQUALLY YOKED TOGETHER WITH NBELIEVERS:
FOR WHAT FELLOWSHIP HATH RIGHTEOUSNESS WITH UNRIGHEOUSNESS? (or what do righteousness and
wickedness have in common?-NIV) AND WHAT COMMUNIQRIr fellowship) HATH LIGHT WITH DARKNESS?

AND WHAT CONCORD (or harmony) HATH CHRIST WITH BEBL? OR WHAT PART HATH HE THAT
BELIEVETH WITH AN INFIDEL? (or what does a believérave in common with an unbeliever?-NIV). AND WHAT
AGREEMENT HATH THE TEMPLE OF GOD WITH IDOLS? FORE/ARE THE TEMPLE OF THE LIVING GOD; AS
GOD HATH SAID, | WILL DWELL IN THEM, AND WALK IN THEM; AND | WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY
SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.

Now God gives a very direct command to those that repenfioiow Him. God said: WHEREFORE COME OUT
FROM AMONG THEM, AND BE YE SEPARATE, SAITH THE LORDAND TOUCH NOT THE UNCLEAN
THING; AND | WILL RECEIVE YOU, AND WILL BE A FATHER UNTO YOU, AND YE SHALL BE MY
SONS AND DAUGHTERS, SAITH THE LORD ALMIGHTY. The Bipture gives a clear indication that
disobedience to this command can effect whether God wiliveegeu and if you will be a son or daughter of God.

Following Jesus does not include finding an exdasdisobey these Scriptures.

So what is an excuse when it comes to doing GodI8 Wt is nothing more than saying—what | persibnavant to do is
at this moment more important than what God wardgardo. It is saying | want my own will for mydiat this time more
than | want God’s will. It is saying—I don’t belie God is telling me to do this or that at thisdimExcuses are a display of
a lack of understanding of God’s Word and who Geally is. Excuses are a display of a lack of faitBxcuses are a
reflection of the condition of a person’s heddsing excuses when confronted by Godly counsefirtgése things also.

Hell has multitudes of excuse-makers. Heaven does

Lk 14:16-21-THEN SAID HE UNTO HIM, A CRTAIN MAN MADE A GREAT SUPPER, AND BADE MANY:
AND SENT HIS SERVANT AT SUPPER TIME TO SAY TO THEMHAT WERE BIDDEN, COME; FOR ALL
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THINGS ARE NOW READY. AND THEY ALL WITH ONE CONSEN BEGAN TO MAKE EXCUSE.

THE FIRST SAID UNTO HIM, | HAVE BOUGHT A PIECE OF BOUND, AND | MUST NEEDS GO AND SEE IT: |
PRAY THEE HAVE ME EXCUSED. Does a person buy acpief land before he sees it? The person madrcase He
was buying and trying to get ahead in the worltier€ was no place for Jesus in his life.

AND ANOTHER SAID, | HAVE BOUGHT FIVE YOKE OF OXENAND | GO TO PROVE THEM: | PRAY THEE
HAVE ME EXCUSED. Does a person buy oxen or a vehigthout trying it first? He made an excuse.s Hiind was on
the world, not on following Jesus.

AND ANOTHER SAID, | HAVE MARRIED A WIFE, AND THEREPRE | CANNOT COME. Old testament teaching
tell us that WHEN A MAN HATH TAKEN A NEW WIFE, HE BALL NOT GO OUT TO WAR, NEITHER SHALL HE
BE CHARGED WITH ANY BUSINESS: BUT HE SHALL BE FREET HOME ONE YEAR, AND SHALL CHEER UP
HIS WIFE WHICH HE HATH TAKEN-Deut 24:5. The commaro follow Jesus takes precedence over all. géeson
will not follow Jesus now, they will not have thieance to follow Jesus in the next life

SO THAT SERVANT CAME, AND SHEWED HIS LORD THESE TNIGS. THEN THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE
BEING ANGRY SAID TO HIS SERVANT, GO OUT QUICKLY INTO THE STREES AND LANES OF THE CITY,
AND BRING IN HITHER THE POOR, AND THE MAIMED, AND HE HALT, AND THE BLIND.

Are you an excuse-maker as most people are? laGgy with you as He was with these excuse-makers?

What does God say of those people that He speghksttthey will not hear. Such people are usuallyof excuses.

Deut 1:42-45-THE LORD SAID...SAY UNTO THEM, GO NOT UMEITHER FIGHT; FOR | AM NOT AMONG
YOU; LEST YE BE SMITTEN BEFORE YOUR ENEMIES. SGSPAKE UNTO YOU; AND_YE WOULD NOT HEAR
BUT REBELLED AGAINST THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD, AD WENT PRESUMPTUOUSLY UP INTO
THE HILL. AND THE AMORITES,...CAME OUT...AND CHASED Y@, AS BEES DO, AND DESTROYED YOU IN
SEIR, EVEN UNTO HORMAH. AND YE RETURNED AND WEPTBFORE THE LORD; BUT THE LORD WOULD
NOT HEARKEN TO YOUR VOICE, NOR GIVE EAR UNTO YOU.

What does God say of those people that He speghksttthey will not hear. Such people are usuallyof excuses.

2 KI 17:13-23-YET THE LORD TESTIFIED AGAINST ISRAELAND...JUDAH, BY ALL THE PROPHETS,
SAYING, TURN YE FROM YOUR EVIL WAYS, AND KEEP MY C&MANDMENTS...WHICH | COMMANDED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THEY WOULD NOT HEAR BUT HARDENED THEIR NECKS,...AND THEY FOLLOWED
VANITY,...THEREFORE THE LORD WAS VERY ANGRY...AND REMO¥D THEM OUT OF HIS SIGHT.

Zech 7:13-14-THEREFORE IT IS COME TO PASS, THAT A& CRIED, AND THEY WOULD NOT HEAR SO
THEY CRIED, AND | WOULD NOT HEAR, SAITH THE LORD ORHOSTS:...BUT | SCATTERED THEM WITH A
WHIRLWIND AMONG ALL THE NATIONS WHOM THEY KNEW NOT.

WHEN
6-Follow Jesus. God commands it
Follow those Jesus puts over you

A person needs to ask himself: Am | following Jesuall that | do? Am | following those peopledafnuits that | am
commanded to remember and follow?

(FOLLOW JESUS)

Commands to follow Jesus:

Mk 10:21-THEN JESUS...LOVED HIM, AND SAID.EOLLOW ME .

Mt 16:24-26-THEN SAID JESUS UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, IF XAN\MAN WILL COME AFTER ME (or we may
say, follow Me), LET HIM

1-DENY HIMSELF,

2-AND TAKE UP HIS CROSS,

3-AND FOLLOW ME .

It is not enough to say you are saved. It is mough to say a sinner’s prayer. You must repedtfatiow Jesus. You
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Page 614 must be transformed. You must follow and contiituthe course Jesus has laid down for you to fallofou must follow
His Word, His ways, His example, His love, eveithte death of the cross.

Commands to follow Jesus:

Mk 8:34-AND WHEN HE HAD CALLED THE PEOPLE UNTO HIM WH HIS DISCIPLES ALSO, HE SAID
UNTO THEM, WHOSOEVERWILL COME AFTER ME (or we may say, follow Me), LET HI M DENY
HIMSELF, AND TAKE UP HIS CROSS, AND FOLLOW ME . In Matthew's Gospel, Jesus talks to His disciples.
In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to both the people andistiples.

Jesus said:

Mt 4:19-FOLLOW ME AND | WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF ME.

Mt 8:22-FOLLOW ME; AND LET THE DEAD BURY THEIR DEAD

Mt 9:9-FOLLOW ME.

Mt 16:24-FOLLOW ME.

Mt 19:21-FOLLOW ME.

Mk 2:14-FOLLOW ME.

Mk 8:34-FOLLOW ME.

Mk 10:21-FOLLOW ME.

Lk 5:27-FOLLOW ME.

Lk 9:23-FOLLOW ME.

Lk 9:59-FOLLOW ME.

Lk 18:22-FOLLOW ME.

Jn 1:43-FOLLOW ME.

Jn 10:4-AND...THE SHEEP FOLLOW HIM: FOR THEY KNOW HIOICE.

Jn 10:27-MY SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE, AND | KNOW THEM, KD THEY FOLLOW ME:

Jn 12:26-IF ANY MAN SERVE ME, LET HIM FOLLOW ME; A® WHERE | AM, THERE SHALL ALSO MY
SERVANT BE: IF ANY MAN SERVE ME, HIM WILL MY FATHERHONOUR.

Jn 21:19-FOLLOW ME.

Jn 21:22-FOLLOW THOU ME.

1 Pe 2:21-HEREUNTO WERE YE CALLED: BECAUSE CHRISTUBFERED FOR US, LEAVING US AN
EXAMPLE, THAT YE SHOULDFOLLOW HIS STEPS.

(FOLLOW JESUS)

Lk 14:27-AND WHOSOEVER DOTH NOT BEAR HIS CROSS, ANDOME AFTER ME (or we might saypllow
Me), CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE. If a person does not follow Je¢G®d’s Word) in both speech, deed, and in trutly h
can he be a disciple of Jesus? If a person ia d@ciple, how can he say he is a Christian?-ot$ A1:26.

The command is to follow Jesus and bear his crd$= price is that a person is not to follow hirisélhe warning is a
person cannot be a disciple of Jesus, if he doeshsy this.

(REMEMBER AND FOLLOW THESE PEOPLE)

Follow and remember those God puts over you treatarexample of Christ and give you God’s Word.

2 Thes 3:7-FOR YOURSELVES KNOW HOW YE OUGHT TRDLLOW US: FOR WE BEHAVED NOT
OURSELVES DISORDERLY AMONG YOU (and we) MAKE OURSKES AN ENSAMPLE UNTO YOU TO
FOLLOW US.

Follow and remember those God puts over you tleaarexample of Christ and give you God’s Word.

Heb 13:7REMEMBER THEM WHICH HAVE THE RULE OVER YOU, WHO HAVE SPOKEN UNTQXOU THE
WORD
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The requirements and the price. Follow after tHasts:

1 Tim 6:11FOLLOW AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS, GODLINESS, FAITH, LOVE, PATNEE, MEEKNESS.

2 Tim 2:22FOLLOW RIGHTEOUSNESS, FAITH, CHARITY (or love), PEACE, WHIT THEM THAT CALL ON
THE LORD OUT OF A PURE HEART.

Heb 12:14FOLLOW PEACE WITH ALL MEN, AND HOLINESS, WITHOUT WHICH NOMAN SHALL SEE THE
LORD.

3Jn 1:11-FOLLOW NOT THAT WHICH IS EVIL, BUT THAT WICH IS GOOD. HE THAT DOETH GOOD IS OF
GOD: BUT HE THAT DOETH EVIL HATH NOT SEEN GOD.

(YOUR WORKS DO FOLLOW YOU)

The requirements and the price. Your works fori€lto follow you.

Some may say you were born with nothing, and yali slie with nothing.

This is not true. For the unsaved when they dég #hall be tormented for ever and ever. For ssdhese, it would have
been better if they had never been born.

For those in Christ, all their good works for Chisall not be lost. They will follow the believer the judgment and
then every man shall receive a reward accordirgstovorks.

Rev 14:13-AND | HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING UNO ME, WRITE, BLESSED ARE THE DEAD
WHICH DIE IN THE LORD FROM HENCEFORTH: YEA, SAITH HE SPIRIT, THAT THEY MAY REST FROM
THEIR LABOURS; AND THEIR WORKS DGFOLLOW THEM.

WHEN
7-The Requirements and the Price (An abbreviagH i

There is a price to pay for each person that ctotiséollow Jesus. There are the ways of the weeldus the ways of
God.

Just how much of an emotional burden that prickefgends on each person’s love and attachment tedte, to himself,
to his personal desires and plans, to his possessmthe world system, to the things of this wptb his friends and family,
to riches, to pleasures, to the cares of thistiifehe lusts of the world and the flesh just totien some.

Contrary to the world, is a person’s love for Gaul dhe brethren, his fear of God, his trust in Gantl his belief and
understanding of God’'s Word just to mention some.

Is a person willing to make sacrifices now, in arttefollow Jesus and inherit eternal life? Isexgon’s faith in Jesus
Christ genuine, or is it only superficial? Wilparson follow Jesus no matter where He leads, bheifall away? That will
be determined by the many things a person willdlied to go through and endure, from the time tys ¥&ES to Jesus until
God determines his time is up. Will a person s&sYo Jesus, but then draw a line as to how favilhgo on the journey
that Jesus has planned for him?

For the most part, the world does not want the truth @fGhspel. They do not want Jesus and His Word to reign
over them. Millions deceive themselves and think they ameggoi heaven. Yet they perish for a lack of knowledge
or understanding of God's Word. When God sends soem&mthem with His Word of correction, they reject it with
some excuse, or they twist the Word to please their evil aceived heart.

The price a person has to gaynot reading a Scripture now and then? It is not tgrover a new leaf or making a New
Year’s resolution.

It is not going to church now and then and heavilngit your itching ears want to hear. It is notngpto church and
enjoying all sorts of worldly stories an little $ture. It is not going to church to be entertdinelt is not becoming
involved in all sorts of church activities. Itri®t singing hymns. It is not being saved just beesa preacher says you are.
It is not being part of a certain denomination.islhot confessing your sins to a priest, doingdyaorks, or giving lots of
money. It is not being assured by some spiritualityd clergy that your loved one has now gone betier place, when the
deceased is actually in hell and is being tormeintédde flame-ref Lk chapter 16.

The price you pais being suddenly burdened with your sin, turningrfrgour sin and trusting in Jesus Christ, God'’s only
begotten Son, as your only hope of being saved hiating every evil way. It is humbling yourselt is fearing God. It is
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being eternally thankful for God’s mercy and congi@s. It is wanting to be more like Jesus. lioige. It is God loving
you. It is you loving God and demonstrating tleatel by keeping His commandments by the power oHbly Spirit that
dwells within you. Itis loving the brethren.

It is suddenly having an awareness of your lostit@m, of beginning to understand the basics (dk)nof God's Word.
There is an overwhelming thirst for God’s Word.isla deep and continuing hunger and desire to ieare of Jesus and of
changing with His help.

This results in getting into God’s Word like a perghat hasn't eaten for a long time gets into fotids craving God's
Word like a newborn baby craves pure milk. Itds living by bread alone, but by every word of God.

The price that each person has to pay is calledRENDER AND CHANGE. It is called being born-agaitt.is called
conversion. It is putting off the old man with hgys and putting on the new man, which is to CORMXo the image of
Christ. It is repentance. It is being buried wissus in baptism and coming out into the newng$ieo It is dying to
yourself and becoming alive to God. It is no lanigeing the center of your own universe, but allayWesus to become the
center of your universe. It is wanting to do thé @f God. It is putting off the way you were antce thought and putting
on God’s ways and having the mind of Christ.

(PUT OFF)

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Pdihefold and put on the new:

Eph 4:22-24Following Jesusincludes THAT YE

(1) PUT OFF CONCERNING THE FORMER CONVERSATION

(2) THE OLD MAN, WHICH IS CORRUPT ACCORDING TO THEECEITFUL LUSTS; AND

(3) BE RENEWED IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUR MIND; AND

(4) THAT YE PUT ON THE NEW MAN, WHICH AFTER GOD I£REATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUE
HOLINESS.

(FORSAKE ALL)

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Ferakk

Lk 14:33-SO LIKEWISE, WHOSOEVER HE BE OF YOU THATORSAKETH NOT ALL THAT HE HATH, HE
CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE.

The price and command is that a person is to fersslerything. The warning is that a person calveod disciple of
Jesus, if he does not obey this. You need toKergaur desires, your hopes, your everything, exam own self, otherwise
you cannot be saved—that is, you cannot be a disofplesus.

(FORSAKE WHAT?)

Mk 10:28-29-THEN PETER BEGAN TO SAY UNTO HIM, LO,

WE HAVE LEFT ALL (or, we may say, have forsaken all

AND HAVE FOLLOWED THEE-ref Mk 10:28,29; Mt 19:27.

JESUS refers to leaving or forsaking the followF@R MY SAKE, AND THE GOSPEL'S (OR FOR THE KINGDOM
OF GOD’S SAKE)-ref Mk 10:21-24; Lk 18 28,29. Thdbings include:

HOUSE,

(or PARENTS),

OR BRETHREN,

OR SISTERS,

OR FATHER,

OR MOTHER,

OR WIFE,

OR CHILDREN,

OR LANDS,

and POSSESSIONS

AND RICHES (or money).

Jesus also talks of forsaking or denying self, forsaking will to do His will.
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The Bible teaches on forsaking everything.

(BE LIKE JESUS)

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Walleaus walked:

1 Jn 2:6Following Jesusincludes the following. HE THAT SAITH HE ABIDETHN HIM OUGHT HIMSELF ALSO
SO TO WALK, EVEN AS HE WALKED.

The price and command is that a person is to walkeaus walked. Jesus’ walk was one of complédwtying self and
doing the will of His Father which is in heavert.ifcluded no personal worldly desires. It inclddetally trusting in His
Father and loving the brethren to the ultimate éegr It included totally serving His Father, bejpgrsecuted, arrested,
beaten, and then crucified.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Conforthe image of Jesus:

Ro 8:29Following Jesusincludes undergoing a great change in one’s [IFOR WHOM HE DID FOREKNOW, HE
ALSO DID PREDESTINATE TO BE CONFORMED TO THE IMAGEF HIS SON.

The price you must pay is denying self and confogib Jesus—to God’s Word. A person needs to abod to change
them from the inside out to be more like Jesus.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. AssJssso should you be:

1 Jn 4:17Following Jesusincludes the following. HEREIN IS OUR LOVE MADEERFECT,...BECAUSE AS HE IS,
SO ARE WE IN THIS WORLD.

The price you must pay is surrendering yourselvo Things are mentioned. 1-Perfect love, and 2dpes Jesus was in
this world. In other words, being conformed touseand going through many of the things He wertigh.

(YOU BELONG TO JESUS-NOT SELF)
The requirements and the price. Surrender. Yelaught by Jesus. You belong to Christ:
1 Cor 7:23Following Jesusincludes: YE ARE BOUGHT WITH A PRICE.

(DON'T LIVE FOR SELF)

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Dive'ffor self:

2 Cor 5:15-Jesus didn't die for everyone, but matR®R ALL, THAT THEY WHICH LIVE SHOULD NOT
HENCEFORTHLIVE UNTO THEMSELVES, BUT UNTOHIM (or, we may sayfpllow Him).

The price to be paid is not living for yourself,tbwing for Jesus. Christ died for those that Vebrepent and no longer
live for themselves, but for Jesus. Few profes§lhgstians live unto Christ, and few will be choseChrist did not die for
those that refuse to live unto Him.

(DON'T SEEK THESE THINGS)

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Don'tafekyour own heart-deny self:

Num 15:39-...1-REMEMBER ALL THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LRD,

2-AND DO THEM,;

3-AND THAT YE SEEK NOT AFTER YOUR OWN HEART

4-AND YOUR OWN EYES. Both the Old and New Testatsedmave the same message of living for Him faidwing
Him, rather than living for self and your own desiresl @yes. Note: Do God's commandments, do not aftekyour own
heart and eyes. Pv 27:20-HELL AND DESTRUCTION AREEVER FULL; SO THE EYES OF MAN ARE NEVER
SATISFIED.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Don'ttseplease yourself:
Ro 15:1,3-WE THEN...ARE...NOT TO PLEASE OURSELVES. FOR/EN CHRIST PLEASED NOT
HIMSELF. Tofollow Jesusis not to please ourself or to follow after our own heagyes.

(YOU MUST DECREASE, GIVE UP, SURRENDER, PURGE SEDENY SELF, LIVING SACRIFICE)

617



Page 618

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Yost ghecrease:

Jn 3:30Following Jesusincludes humbling oneself more and more. It igtem: HE MUST INCREASE, BUT | MUST
DECREASE.

The price is that you need to decrease, to huminlesglf. The warning and implication is that iparson does not do
this, Jesus cannot increase in your life. Themoisroom for two of you. One person must be iargk of your life. It is
either you or Jesus. If it is you, then expeqgbeash. If it is Jesus, expect through His meochave eternal life. A person
needs to die to himself. When a person becomefiesmiesus can become bigger. When the centen&t universe is
self, then there is no room for Jesus.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Delfly s

Mk 8:35-36+ollowing Jesusincludes dying to self or denying yourself, ordaking all, or letting go of your life, or
surrendering your life, or losing your life for 8§ SAKE AND THE GOSPEL'S. The person that doés 8HALL SAVE
IT. FOR WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN, IF HE SHALL GAN THE WHOLE WORLD, AND LOSE HIS OWN
SOuUL?

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Puogeself from these:

2 Tim 2:21Following Jesusincludes the following. IF A MAN THEREFORE PURGHMSELF FROM THESE: The
verses previous to verse 21 refers to the followingl1-dying to oneself and being dead with Christ2-suffering with
Christ; v.14-don't strive about words; v.15-studgd® Word; and rightly divide God’s Word; v.16 shprofane and vain
babblings; v.19-depart from iniquity. If a persdoes these:

1-HE SHALL BE A VESSEL UNTO HONOUR,

2-SANCTIFIED,

3-AND MEET FOR THE MASTER'S USE,

4-AND PREPARED UNTO EVERY GOOD WORK.

The price you need to pay is purging yourself frpoarself, from the world, and the things that aretie world. The
rewards are the 4 items listed.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Dmniht your life dear to yourself:
Acts 20:24Following Jesusincludes BUT NONE OF THESE THINGS MOVE ME, NEITHEROUNT | MY LIFE
DEAR UNTO MYSELF.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Sfoeepe slaughter:
Ro 8:36following Jesus includes: FOR THY SAKE WE ARE KILLED ALL THE DAY DNG; WE ARE
ACCOUNTED AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Omnttonformed to this world:
Ro 12:2Following Jesusincludes the renewing of your mind. BE NOT CONRQED TO THIS WORLD:

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Prgsenbodies a living sacrifice:
Ro 12:1Following Jesusincludes, | BESEECH YOU...BRETHREN THAT YE PRESENT Y& BODIES A LIVING
SACRIFICE, HOLY, ACCEPTABLE UNTO GOD, WHICH IS YOUREASONABLE SERVICE.

(RICHES)

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Fallesus, not riches:

Mk 10:21-THEN JESUS BEHOLDING HIM LOVED HIM, AND SA UNTO HIM, ONE THING THOU
LACKEST:

Mt 19:21-JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, IF THOU WILT BE PERFECT

1-GO (THY WAY) AND SELL (WHATSOEVER) THOU HAST,

2-AND GIVE TO THE POOR, AND THOU SHALT HAVE TREASUR IN HEAVEN:

3-AND COME (AND TAKE UP THE CROSS) ANIFOLLOW ME -ref Mk 10:22-24.

These are among the only verses in the Bible whesas tells a person to do something first befateviing Him. If a
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and bread, the rich man might have said that hddwgo and buy the things that were needed. Ieig to impossible for a
rich man to enter heaven, as his trust and heavitlishis assets. He has never learned to defiiy Be has never learned to
walk even as Jesus walked. If he was falsely &ttuse would undoubtedly hire the best defenseratys to defend him.
If he had no place to lay his head, he could ghédbest hotel. If he got tired of walking aftesus, he could hire an animal
to ride on. It would be difficult for him to leato fight the good fight of faith. It would be @idult for him to understand
that the weapons of our warfare are not carnalatdly. If a person was sick, he would probably tio use his money to
hire the best doctors. It would be difficult farrhto change. He had probably worked very hargetoto the high position
he had attained. Where a person'’s riches and ggiess are, their heart and mind will also be. efspn cannot serve God
and money.

Thus, Jesus put conditions on the rich man reggrftilowing Him. He had to give up and sell higar possessions,
which were a sort of security blanket to him. Timenhad to give all that money away to the poand Anly then should he
follow Jesus. Although the rich man had kept themandments since his youth, this command he refissebey.

So it is today. Today's lukewarm churches seldagagh this to their rich people. After all, sonfahese rich people
may support their building programs. They may dots of money to the church.

So it happened to a minister that this author pedp knew of. He had several very wealthy mehisichurch. He told
them they were all going to hell unless they repérats | understand. They stopped giving, and tigibg program came
to a halt. Later on, that minister was used tahigaany more souls with the Gospel through anmatiswnal outreach.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. \Wgfobey:

Mk 10:21-24-Jesus told the rich young merchantefbwhat he had, give to the poor, and take upchiss and follow
Him. But he went away sad, because he had greaepsions. Jesus then made it known how harfbit ikem that trust in
riches to enter the kingdom of God.

This person could have still followed Jesus arotive countryside and kept his possessions and thdaghimself he
would still go to heaven. Yet because he refusesbey what Jesus told him to do, when he died dveldvhave perished.
And that is what many people do today. They say fbllow Jesus. They may witness. They may girtipe church choir
and do other church work, yet because they refusgbey Jesus’ Word, they will be rejected. Becabsy refuse to do
what Jesus said to do, in the way Jesus said td, dmd when Jesus said to do it, they will periskes, Jesus is
compassionate, but He is not the author of salwatiothe rebellious—for rebellion is as the sinwafchcraft-ref 1 Sam
15:23.

Jesus became the author of eternal salvation Uirtteeen that obey him-Heb 5:9.

The Holy Ghost is given to them that obey Him.-A8132. Fear God and do what He says.

(THINKING)

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Gaghdvrong thinking:

2 Cor 10:5Following Jesusincludes the following.

1-CASTING DOWN IMAGINATIONS,

2-Casting down...AND EVERYIGH THING THAT EXALTETH ITSELF AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD,

3-AND BRINGING INTO CAPTIVITY EVERY THOUGHT TO THEOBEDIENCE OF CHRIST (or to the obedience
of God’s Word).

The price you need to pay is surrendering your imagingtigour thoughts to be controlled by God not self.

It may be said that every person that begins following Jésiidurns aside, does not obey these Scriptures. They
do not bring their thoughts into captivity to obey the Gosphieir own wrong thinking, desires, hurts, fears, and
emotions rule them rather than God’s Word.

(THINKING-SEEK)

The requirements and the price. Surrender. $eeKingdom of God. Thinking:

Lk 12:31-34Following Jesusincludes seeking God first rather than seekingrdthiags. BUT RATHER SEEK YE THE
KINGDOM OF GOD; AND ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDEDUNTO YOU.

Mt 6:33-BUT SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD, ANDI8 RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND ALL THESE THINGS
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SHALL BE ADDED UNTO YOU.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. $eeKingdom of God. Thinking:

Mt 6:30-32, 34-Following Jesusincludes bringing your thinking in line with God&/ord. God’s Word promises (God
cannot lie) that if you will seek Him first, you dé have to worry about your clothing, your fooeshdawhat you shall drink.
God will make a way. And whatever He seeks to gime, don’t complain.

WHEREFORE, IF GOD SO CLOTHE THE GRASS OF THE FIEMWHICH TO DAY IS, AND TO MORROW IS
CAST INTO THE OVEN, SHALL HE NOT MUCH MORE CLOTHE ®U, O YE OF LITTLE FAITH? THEREFORE
TAKE NO THOUGHT, SAYING, WHAT SHALL WE EAT? OR, WHA SHALL WE DRINK? OR, WHEREWITHAL
SHALL WE BE CLOTHED? (FOR AFTER ALL THESE THINGS @ THE GENTILES SEEK:) FOR YOUR
HEAVENLY FATHER KNOWETH THAT YE HAVE NEED OF ALL THESE THINGS. TAKE THEREFORE NO
THOUGHT FOR THE MORROW: FOR THE MORROW SHALL TAKEHOUGHT FOR THE THINGS OF ITSELF.
SUFFICIENT UNTO THE DAY IS THE EVIL THEREOF.

(THINKING-SEEK CLOTHING)

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Qigthi

Mk 1:6-Following Jesusincludes wearing whatever God tells you to wed@HN WAS CLOTHED WITH CAMEL'S
HAIR, AND WITH A GIRDLE OF A SKIN ABOUT HIS LOINS.

(THINKING-SEEK FOOD)
The requirements and the price. Surrender. F&ad.what Jesus gives you to eat:
Mk 1:6-Following Jesusincludes eating whatever God gives you. JOHN...DITEOCUSTS AND WILD HONEY.

(THINKING-THOUGHTS VANITY)
The requirements and the price.. Surrender. \Walkn the vanity of your thoughts:
Eph 4:17, 18 ollowing Jesusincludes THAT YE HENCEFORTH WALK NOT...IN THE VANITYOF (your) MIND.

(THINKING-FEAR NOT)
The requirements and the price. Surrender. F&ar n
Lk 12:32+Following Jesusincludes trusting in God and His Word rather tfearing. FEAR NOT, LITTLE FLOCK.

(THINKING-TRANSFORMATION)
The requirements and the price. Surrender. Thsughewed:
Ro 12:2-Following Jesusincludes being TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF YOUWRND.

(THINKING-DON'T COUNT LIFE DEAR)

The requirements and the price. Thinking. Doolirat your life dear to yourself:

Acts 20:24-BUT NONE OF THESE THINGS MOVE MBIEITHER COUNT | MY LIFE DEAR UNTO MYSELF ,
SO THAT | MIGHT FINISH MY COURSE WITH JOY, AND THEMINISTRY, WHICH | HAVE RECEIVED OF THE
LORD JESUS, TO TESTIFY THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OB This isfollowing Jesus

(THINKING: FORGET THE PAST)

The requirements and the price. Forget the pRstch for the future which God has for you. Ptessrd the prize of
God:

Phili 3:12-14-1 FOLLOW AFTER, IF THAT | MAY APPREHENDTHAT FOR WHICH ALSO | AM
APPREHENDED OF CHRIST JESUS. ...THIS ONE THING | DEBDRGETTING THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE
BEHIND, AND REACHING FORTH UNTO THOSE THINGS WHICKARE BEFORE, | PRESS TOWARD THE
MARK FOR THE PRIZE OF THE HIGH CALLING OF GOD IN CRIST JESUS. Lk 17:32-REMEMBER LOT'S
WIFE.

(WHERE TO LIVE)
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The requirements and the price. Surrender. LiveresJesus tells you to live:

Mt 8:20-22Following Jesusincludes living wherever God tells you to live amader whatever circumstances God tells
you to endure. This can include not even haviptpae to live or sleep. THE FOXES HAVE HOLES, ANBE BIRDS
OF THE AIR HAVE NESTS; BUT THE SON OF MAN HATH NOWHERE TO LAY HIS HEAD-ref Lk 9:58.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Livera Jesus tells you to live:

Lk 1:80+Following Jesusincludes living wherever God tells you to live amtder whatever circumstances God tells you
to endure. AND THE CHILD (John the Baptist) GREWND WAXED STRONG IN SPIRIT, AND WAS IN THE
DESERTS TILL THE DAY OF HIS SHEWING UNTO ISRAEL.

(SERVE JESUS)
The requirements and the price. Surrender. Dsarite the world. Serve Jesus:
1 Cor 7:23Following Jesusincludes: BE NOT YE THE SERVANTS OF MEN.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Dsarite the world. Serve Jesus:
Mal 3:18-THEN SHALL YE RETURN, AND DISCERN BETWEENHE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED,
BETWEEN HIM THAT SERVETH GOD AND HIM THAT SERVETH BV NOT.

(FELLOWSHIP)

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Baéaccord. Fellowship with each other:

Acts 1:13-14Following Jesusincludes learning to be and being in one accoftese all continued with one accord in
prayer and supplication, with the women, and M&y mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. Thibaedre not in one
accord with the body of Christ that follows Jestes themselves not in one accord with Jesus. wriisen in 1 Jn 1:6-7-1F
WE WALK IN THE LIGHT (or we may say in the Word), AHE IS IN THE LIGHT, WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP ONE
WITH ANOTHER, AND THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST HIS SGBLEANSETH US FROM ALL SIN.

Your heart should find it has far more love andofgkhip for the brethren in Christ than for youodd relatives who do
not follow Jesus. If a person finds they have nfellewship with their unsaved relatives than thmiothers and sisters in
Christ, then something is very wrong. It is astrandication that they are not walking in the tigis Jesus is in the light. It
is a strong indication that the blood of Christ slo®t cleanse them from all sin. There are mang hdwve relatives that
claim they are a Christian, but are really follogiia stranger’s voice. Remember, Satan’s followeesquerade and
transform themselves as followers of Christ andoWeérs of righteousness, when in reality they felldeception. The
spiritually weak Christian often becomes deceived led astray by such relatives. Sometimes th#usgly weak Christian
has such a strong hope that their relatives aredsalvat it blinds them to the reality that theg aot.

(ATTITUDE)
The requirements and the price. Surrender. AlfgituLove:
1 Pe 3:8Following Jesusincludes LOVING AS BRETHREN.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Serven@bd right attitude:
Acts 20:19-20Following Jesusincludes:

1-SERVING THE LORD WITH ALL HUMILITY OF MIND,

2-AND WITH MANY TEARS,

3-AND TEMPTATIONS.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. AfgituHumble yourself:
Mk 1:7-Following Jesusincludes being humble. (John) PREACHED, SAYINGJERE COMETH ONE MIGHTIER
THAN | AFTER ME, THE LATCHET OF WHOSE SHOES | AM NDWORTHY TO STOOP DOWN AND UNLOOSE.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Huordself:
Pv 26:12Following Jesusincludes repenting of conceit (or pride). SEESHOU A MAN WISE IN HIS OWN
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CONCEIT? THERE IS MORE HOPE OF A FOOL THAN OF HIM.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. AfgituSlow to wrath:
Ja 1:19Following Jesusincludes letting every man be SLOW TO WRATH (or eng

The requirements and the price. Surrender. AlgituOne mind:
1 Pe 3:8Following Jesusincludes being all OF ONE MIND.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. AfgituCompassionate:
1 Pe 3:8Following Jesusincludes having COMPASSION ONE OF ANOTHER.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. AlgituCourtesy:
1 Pe 3:8+ollowing Jesusincludes BEING COURTEOUS.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. AfgitlDon’t accuse when accused:
1 Pe 3:9Following Jesusincludes NOT RENDERING EVIL FOR EVIL, or RAILING FR RAILING (or accusing for
accusing).

The requirements and the price. Surrender. AgituSuffer-happy:

1 Pe 3:14Following Jesusincludes—if ye SUFFER FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS' SAKE, HAPRRE YE: AND BE NOT
AFRAID OF THEIR TERROR, NEITHER BE TROUBLED. FOR IS BETTER, IF THE WILL OF GOD BE SO, THAT
YE SUFFER FOR WELL DOING, THAN FOR EVIL DOING. FORHRIST ALSO HATH ONCE SUFFERED FOR
SINS, THE JUST FOR THE UNJUST, THAT HE MIGHT BRINGS TO GOD.

(DON'T KNOW WHAT LIES AHEAD)
The requirements and the price. Surrenderinggoslsometimes means you have no idea what lies.ahea
Acts 20:22Following Jesusincludes ...NOT KNOWING THE THINGS THAT SHALL BEFALIME.

(PROBLEMS MAY LIE AHEAD)
The requirements and the price. Surrender. Claasidsafflictions:
Acts 20:23Following Jesuscan includeBONDS AND AFFLICTIONS ABIDE ME.

(WOMEN AND WIVES)
The requirements and the price. Surrender. Odtappearance for women:
1 Pe 3:3-Following Jesus includes: YOUR BEAUTY SH@MUNOT COME FROM OUTWARD ADORNMENT-NIV.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. A vidsrettitude:

1 Pe 3:3-5-ollowing Jesusincludes: YOUR BEAUTY SHOULD...BE THAT OF YOUR INNERELF, THE
UNFADING BEAUTY OF A GENTLE AND QUIET SPIRIT, WHICHS OF GREAT WORTH IN GOD'S SIGHT.
FOR THIS IS THE WAY THE HOLY WOMEN OF THE PAST WH®UT THEIR HOPE IN GOD USED TO
MAKE THEMSELVES BEAUTIFUL-NIV.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. A vdsrettitude:

1 Pe 3:3-6~ollowing Jesusincludes: THE HOLY WOMEN OF THE PAST WHO PUT THEHRROPE IN GOD...THEY
WERE SUBMISSIVE TO THEIR OWN HUSBANDS. LIKE SARAHNVHO OBEYED ABRAHAM AND CALLED HIM
HER MASTER. YOU ARE HER DAUGHTERS IF YOU DO WHATSIRIGHT AND DO NOT GIVE WAY TO FEAR.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. A vdsrettitude:
1 Tim 2:9,15Following Jesusincludes guidelines for a woman’s attitude. | WILTHAT...WOMEN...CONTINUE
IN (FAITH, LOVE, AND HOLINESS, WITH SELF-CONTROL-NK).
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The requirements and the price. Surrender. A wwsreuthority:

1 Tim 2:12Following Jesusincludes guidelines for a woman’s authority. BUBUFFER NOT A WOMAN TO
TEACH, NOR TO USURP AUTHORITY OVER THE MAN, BUT T@E IN SILENCE (she must be silent-NIV). FOR
ADAM WAS FIRST FORMED, THEN EVE. AND ADAM WAS NOTDECEIVED, BUT THE WOMAN BEING
DECEIVED (and became a sinner-NIV) WAS IN THE TRAGBESSION.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. A wwsreuthority:
1 Tim 5:14-1 WILL THEREFORE THAT THE YOUNGER WOMEN GUIDE THE HOUSE.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Qigtfar women:

1 Pe 3:3,5-ollowing Jesusincludes guidelines for what women wear. Theyhhumt wear extravagant clothing. LET
(your beauty) NOT BE...(the) PUTTING ON OF APPAREL (me clothes). FOR AFTER THIS MANNER IN THE OLD
TIME THE HOLY WOMEN ALSO, WHO TRUSTED IN GOD, ADORED THEMSELVES. Those that do not fear God
may do otherwise.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Qigtfar women:

1 Tim 2:9-10Following Jesusincludes guidelines for what women wear. IN LIREANNER... WOMEN ADORN
THEMSELVES IN MODEST APPAREL,...(I...want women to dsesiodestly-NIV) NOT WITH...COSTLY ARRAY (or
expensive clothes-NIV); BUT (WHICH BECOMETH WOMENR®FESSING GODLINESS).

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Gigtfar women:

1 Tim 2:9,10Following Jesusincludes guidelines for what women wear. It istien: [...WANT WOMEN TO
DRESS...WITH DECENCY-NIV. The sexual enticing, inéet ways many women dress in this lukewarm geroeras
not acceptable with God for holy women followingus.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Ceatien for women:

1 Pe 3:2Following Jesusincludes wives having CHASTE (or respectful andehpuCONVERSATION (or behavior)
COUPLED WITH FEAR (or reverence). The women therfGod will indeed have a life that follows Jesushis way.
For after this manner in the old time the holy wonadso, who trusted in God, adorned themselvess&lhat do not fear
God may do otherwise.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Ceatien and attitude for wives:

1 Pe 3:1,5ollowing Jesusincludes howthe conversation of the wives should be. LET IT BEE HIDDEN MAN OF
THE HEART, IN THAT WHICH IS NOT CORRUPTIBLE, EVENHE ORNAMENT OF A MEEK AND QUIET SPIRIT,
WHICH IS IN THE SIGHT OF GOD OF GREAT PRICE. Wivésat follow Jesus are to have conversation wrschoi
corruptible. They are to have a spirit and coratéma which is meek or humble, and quiet. Forrafies manner in the old
time the holy women also, who trusted in God, addrthemselves. The women that fear God will indedidw Jesus in
this way. Those that do not fear God may do othssrw

The requirements and the price. Surrender. A wdsrautward adornment:

1 Pe 3:3,5-Womeifrollowing Jesusincludes guidelines for their hair. WHOSE ADORNING LET NOT BE
THAT OUTWARD ADORNING OF PLAITING (or braiding) THE HIR. FOR AFTER THIS MANNER IN THE
OLD TIME THE HOLY WOMEN ALSO, WHO TRUSTED IN GOD, RORNED THEMSELVES. Those that do
not fear God may do otherwise.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. A wdsrautward adornment:

1 Tim 2:8,9- Following Jesus includes guidelines for a woman’s hair. It is ttem: | WILL THEREFORE
THAT...WOMEN ADORN THEMSELVES...NOT WITH BROIDED HAIR.
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The requirements and the price. Surrender. A wdsrautward adornment:

1 Pe 3:3,5-Womeftkollowing Jesusincludes guidelines for their jewelry. YOUR BEAYTSHOULD NOT COME-
NIV...(the) WEARING OF GOLD (jewelry). FOR AFTER TISI MANNER IN THE OLD TIME THE HOLY WOMEN
ALSO, WHO TRUSTED IN GOD, ADORNED THEMSELVES. Thethat do not fear God may do otherwise.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. A wdsrautward adornment:
1 Tim 2:8,9- Following Jesusincludes guidelines for a woman’s jewelry. It vgitten: | WILL THEREFORE
THAT...WOMEN ADORN THEMSELVES...NOT WITH GOLD, OR PEARR OR COSTLY ARRAY.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. A visnaorks:
1 Tim 2:9,15, 10Following Jesusincludes guidelines for a woman'’s attitude. |
WILL...THAT...WOMEN...CONTINUE...WITH GOOD DEEDS, APPROPRIFE FOR WOMEN WHO PROFESS TO
WORSHIP GOD-NIV.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Guigefor women:
1 Tim 5:14-1 WILL THEREFORE THAT THE YOUNGER WOMEMNARRY, BEAR CHILDREN.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. BefdarGive no occasion to the Adversary:
1 Tim 5:14-1 WILL THEREFORE THAT THE YOUNGER WOMENGIVE NONE OCCASION TO THE
ADVERSARY TO SPEAK REPROACHFULLY.

The requirements and the price. Surrender for wonfénal:

Regarding the Scriptures for Christian women téofel Some women professing Christ will find evercese under the
sun to try and nullify the commands that they dowant to follow. But only a few will receive GadWord exactly as the
Spirit of God meant it to be. The bottom line iamg women just will not obey God’s Word. Their dions and deceived
thinking dictate what is right and wrong to theather than God’s Holy Word.

(MEN)

The requirements and the price. Surrender. A sattitude:

Eph 5:25Following Jesusincludes HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR WIVES, EVEN AS CHRISALSO LOVED THE
CHURCH, AND GAVE HIMSELF FOR IT.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. A sattitude:
Col 3:19F0llowing Jesusincludes HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR WIVES, AND BE NOT BITHR AGAINST THEM.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. A man’sdstitu
1 Pe 3:7+ollowing Jesusincludes GIVING HONOUR UNTO THE WIFE, AS UNTO THE WMKER VESSEL,
AND AS BEING HEIRS TOGETHER OF THE GRACE OF LIFE; M YOUR PRAYERS BE NOT HINDERED.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. A sn@sponsibility:
1 Tim 3:12-LET THE DEACONS BE THE HUSBANDS OF ONEIME, RULING THEIR CHILDREN AND THEIR
OWN HOUSES WELL.

(HEARING)
The requirements and the price. Surrender. Svifiear:
Ja 1:19Following Jesusincludes letting every man be SWIFT TO HEAR.

(SPEECH)
The requirements and the price. Surrender. Stospéeak:
Ja 1:19Following Jesusincludes letting every man be SLOW TO SPEAK.
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The requirements and the price. Surrender. Stospeak. Warning:
Pv 29:20Following Jesusincludes how we speak. SEEST THOU A MAN (or a vaonTHAT IS HASTY IN HIS
WORDS? THERE IS MORE HOPE OF A FOOL THAN OF HIM.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Speech
1 Pe 3:10Following Jesusincludes refraining YOUR SPEECH FROM EVIL.

The requirements and the price. Surrender. Speech
1 Pe 3:10Following Jesusincludes SPEAKING NO GUILE (or deceitful speech).

The requirements and the price. Surrender. SpeRetready:

1 Pe 3:15,17,1&0llowing Jesusincludes being READY ALWAYS TO GIVE AN ANSWER TO EBRY MAN THAT
ASKETH YOU A REASON OF THE HOPE THAT IS IN YOU WITHMEEKNESS AND FEAR (or gentleness and
respect).

(RICHES)

The requirements and the price. Don't lay up riche

Mt 6:19-21-Tofollow Jesusis to obey the following. LAY NOT UP FOR YOURSEE$ TREASURES UPON
EARTH, WHERE MOTH AND RUST DOTH CORRUPT, AND WHEREHIEVES BREAK THROUGH AND STEAL:
BUT LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES IN HEAVEN, WHERNEITHER MOTH NOR RUST DOTH
CORRUPT, AND WHERE THIEVES DO NOT BREAK THROUGH NOKTEAL: FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE
IS, THERE WILL YOUR HEART BE ALSO. The rich merahiehad laid up many treasures. That was wherbédast was.

The requirements and the price. Lay up richesawvhn:

Lk 12:33, 34Following Jesusincludes selling THAT YE HAVE, AND GIVE ALMS; PRONDE YOURSELVES BAGS
WHICH WAX NOT OLD, A TREASURE IN THE HEAVENS THAT RILETH NOT, WHERE NO THIEF
APPROACHETH, NEITHER MOTH CORRUPTETH. FOR WHERE Y& TREASURE IS, THERE WILL YOUR
HEART BE ALSO. This is what Jesus told the richrohant who obeyed God’'s commandments from his yo@ht he
would not do it, as he had great riches.

The requirements and the price. Can’t serve Gdd@oney:

Lk 16:13-Tofollow Jesusis to obey the following. NO SERVANT CAN SERVE TWMWASTERS: FOR EITHER HE
WILL HATE THE ONE, AND LOVE THE OTHER; OR ELSE HE WL HOLD TO THE ONE, AND DESPISE THE
OTHER. YE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON (or money)The rich merchant loved his riches more than hedov
Jesus. Often people love the thought of havind#tter things of this life. So they strive andrkvto have the things in this
life that their heart desires. They love the thing this world more than they love God and obeitigy Word. They may
serve God, but their heart is not with Him. Neitdees their heart love the brethren as it ougdfitis is clearly a wrong
attitude as illustrated in Acts 20:24.

(HATE THESE)

The requirements and the price. Hate these things:

Lk 14:26, 27-IF ANY MAN COME TO ME (or we might sdgllow Me), AND HATE NOT HIS FATHER, AND
MOTHER, AND WIFE, AND CHILDREN, AND BRETHREN, AND BBSTERS, YEA, AND HIS OWN LIFE
ALSO, HE CANNOT BE MY DISCIPLE. We are to lov@od with all of our heart, soul, mind (or understanding),
and strength, and love our neighbor as ourself-ref 183, Lk 10:27, 28.

Ro 7:15-Paul says: WHAT | HATE, THAT DO I.
Ps 119:104-HATE EVERY FALSE WAY.
Ps 119:113-HATE VAIN THOUGHTS.
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Ps 119:163-HATE AND ABHOR LYING.

Pv 8:13-THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS TO HATE EVIL: PRIDBND ARROGANCY, AND THE EVIL WAY, AND
THE FROWARD MOUTH, DO | HATE.

Amos 5:15-HATE THE EVIL.

Zech 8:17-Hate the following: IMAGINE(ing) EVIL INOUR HEARTS AGAINST HIS NEIGHBOUR.

Zech 8:17-Hate every FALSE OATH.

Ps 97:10-HATE EVIL.

Pv 6:16-19-HATE the following 6 things. Let allv@m be an abomination to you. A PROUD LOOK, A LGN
TONGUE, AND HANDS THAT SHED INNOCENT BLOOD, AN HEAR THAT DEVISETH WICKED
IMAGINATIONS, FEET THAT BE SWIFT IN RUNNING TO MISEIEF, A FALSE WITNESS THAT SPEAKETH
LIES, AND HE THAT SOWETH DISCORD AMONG BRETHREN.

(UNSAVED-THEIR GLORY IS THE WORLD).

The requirements and the price.. Many unsaved:

Phili 3:18, 19-(FOR MANY...ARE THE ENEMIES OF THE CR83 OF CHRIST:...WHOSE GOD IS THEIR BELLY,
AND WHOSE GLORY IS IN THEIR SHAME, WHO MIND EARTHLYTHINGS.) Their glory is in their appearance,
their taste, their possessions, their achievem#émg, dreams, their own desires, their thoughts, their ignorance. Their
glory is who they are, what they are, and who tkeyw. Their glory is their friends, their relatssetheir job, their school,
or their college. Their glory is where they hawei, where they hope to go, or what they plan tordauy. Their glory is
in sinful things. Their glory is in the vanity tifeir mind. Their glory is in their church, theienomination, or their religion.
Their glory is of this world and in their thoughtsgarding this world. Their glory is pride andrimesomething now. Their
glory is in resisting Christ and in the blindne$sheir heart. Their glory is in things that hawe eternal value. Their glory
is not in following Christ.

But for those that are in Christ, those that amn lamain, whose fruits are the fruits of Christowlave made a covenant
of sacrifice, who have been broken, crushed, hutdnlaled remodeled—of these people—their glory ierad thing, and one
thing only. It is centered in one name—JESUS CHRI&or such as these, to live is Christ, as wrigten: Phili 1:20-21-
ACCORDING TO MY EARNEST EXPECTATION AND MY HOPE, TAT IN NOTHING | SHALL BE ASHAMED,
BUT THAT WITH ALL BOLDNESS, AS ALWAYS, SO NOW ALSCCHRIST SHALL BE MAGNIFIED IN MY BODY,
WHETHER IT BE BY LIFE, OR BY DEATH. FOR TO ME TOIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO DIE IS GAIN.

Phili 1:27-29-...LET YOUR CONVERSATION BE AS IT BECOETH THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST:...STAND FAST
IN ONE SPIRIT, WITH ONE MIND STRIVING TOGETHER FORHE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL; AND IN NOTHING
TERRIFIED BY YOUR ADVERSARIES: WHICH IS TO THEM ANEVIDENT TOKEN OF PERDITION, BUT TO YOU
OF SALVATION, AND THAT OF GOD. FOR UNTO YOU IT ISSIVEN IN THE BEHALF OF CHRIST, NOT ONLY
TO BELIEVE ON HIM, BUT ALSO TO SUFFER FOR HIS SAKE.

WHEN
8-Examples of following Jesus

Example. This is forsaking everything—no greedcaeetousness. This is self denial. They hathailgs common:

Acts 4:32-AND THE MULTITUDE OF THEM THAT BELIEVED VERE OF ONE HEART AND OF ONE SOUL:
NEITHER SAID ANY OF THEM THAT OUGHT OF THE THINGS WICH HE POSSESSED WAS HIS OWN; BUT
THEY HAD ALL THINGS COMMON.

Example. Sell all you have, deny self, forsakergthng. They sold their possessions.

Acts 4:34-37-(The multitude), NEITHER WAS THERE ANY AMONGHEM THAT LACKED: FOR AS MANY
AS WERE POSSESSORS OF LANDS OR HOUSES SOLD THEMDABROUGHT THE PRICES OF THE
THINGS THAT WERE SOLD, AND LAID THEM DOWN AT THE APSTLES' FEET: AND DISTRIBUTION
WAS MADE UNTO EVERY MAN ACCORDING AS HE HAD NEED.
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Example. Sell all you have , deny self, forsakergthing:

Acts 4:36,37-AND JOSES, WHO BY THE APOSTLES WAS SURMED BARNABAS, (WHICH IS, BEING
INTERPRETED, THE SON OF CONSOLATION,) A LEVITE, ANIDF THE COUNTRY OF CYPRUS, HAVING
LAND, SOLD IT, AND BROUGHT THE MONEY, AND LAID IT AT THE APOSTLES' FEET.

Example. Warning about a lack of self denial, deseverything. Ananias lied and died:

Acts 5:1-5-A CERTAIN MAN NAMED ANANIAS, WITH SAPPHRA HIS WIFE, SOLD A POSSESSION, AND
KEPT BACK PART OF THE PRICE, HIS WIFE ALSO BEING PRY TO IT, AND BROUGHT A CERTAIN PART,
AND LAID IT AT THE APOSTLES' FEET.

But then he committed a sin. Satan filled his h&alie about whether he had given all the mormethe apostles. Satan
had also filled his heart to keep back part ofrtieney he had received. PETER SAID, ANANIAS, WHY HA SATAN
FILLED THINE HEART TO LIE TO THE HOLY GHOST, AND TOKEEP BACK PART OF THE PRICE OF THE
LAND? Itis very difficult for a person to trushat Jesus will meet all their needs when they tatgeof money in the bank
to turn to. Indeed, the rich young merchant wistm sell all he had and then afterward to con fatiow Jesus.

Peter said, WHILES IT REMAINED, WAS IT NOT THINE OM? AND AFTER IT WAS SOLD, WAS IT NOT IN
THINE OWN POWER? WHY HAST THOU CONCEIVED THIS THIBI IN THINE HEART? THOU HAST NOT LIED
UNTO MEN, BUT UNTO GOD. AND ANANIAS...FELL DOWN, ANDGAVE UP THE GHOST: AND GREAT FEAR
CAME ON ALL THEM THAT HEARD THESE THINGS.

Example. Warning about a lack of self denial, deseverything. Ananias’ wife lied and died:

Acts 5:7-11-(Then Ananias’) HIS WIFE, NOT KNOWING MAT WAS DONE, CAME IN. AND PETER
ANSWERED UNTO HER, TELL ME WHETHER YE SOLD THE LANBOR SO MUCH? AND SHE SAID, YEA, FOR
SO MUCH. THEN PETER SAID UNTO HER, HOW IS IT THAYE HAVE AGREED TOGETHER TO TEMPT THE
SPIRIT OF THE LORD?...THEN FELL SHE DOWN STRAIGHTWAWT HIS FEET, AND YIELDED UP THE
GHOST:...AND GREAT FEAR CAME UPON ALL THE CHURCH, ANDJPON AS MANY AS HEARD THESE
THINGS.

Example. Paul gives an example of not looking back

Phili 3:13-15Following Jesus includes not looking back. BRETHREN, | COUNT NOWMYSELF TO HAVE
APPREHENDED: BUT THIS ONE THING | DO, FORGETTING TSE THINGS WHICH ARE BEHIND, AND
REACHING FORTH UNTO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE BEFORE,PRESSTOWARD THE MARK FOR THE
PRIZE OF THE HIGH CALLINGOF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS. LET US THEREFORE, AS MAMY BE PERFECT,
BE THUS MINDED.

Example. Deny self, forsake everything. Paul ¢edrall things as worthless, so he could win Christ

Phili 3:8-Paul said: YEA DOUBTLESS, AND | COUNT ALLHINGS BUT LOSS FOR THE EXCELLENCY OF THE
KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST JESUS MY LORD: FOR WHOMHAVE SUFFERED THE LOSS OF ALL THINGS,
AND DO COUNT THEM BUT DUNG, THAT | MAY WIN CHRIST.

An example for you to consider:

Eph 4:17,18-The unsaved are those that have tiIDERSTANDING DARKENED,...THROUGH THE IGNORANCE
THAT IS IN THEM, BECAUSE OF THE BLINDNESS OF THEIREART.

Note the wording: Because of the blindness ofrtheart and their ignorance, their understandindaikened. Their
correct understanding of Biblical things that affetheir eternity is null and void. They have aaleed understanding.
They think they understand, but they do not. Ttéleyot understand that they are on a road or jguitma is leading them
to hell and the lake of fire. There is no powereanth, no form of persecution, no proof that camgiven to convince them
that they are wrong. The only possible hope fer ihsaved is that God intervenes and opens thait ke they will be
convicted by their sin and understand God’s Wogdwlay God intended it to be understood, so theyrepent and trust in
Jesus as their only hope. Otherwise, the blindaedsdarkness that is in them, which comes frorar§atill continue to be
their light (which in reality is really darknessThe harder they are to correction and childlikenése greater the blindness
and darkness is in their heart.
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| believe it can be said—of the billions of peofitat are currently in hell awaiting the final judgnt, probably none of
them actually realized they would one day be thieist;as some of you reading this now may not eithe

Examples. Consider Matthew’s example of followiigrist:

Mk 2:14-AND AS (Jesus) PASSED BY, HE SAW LEVI (alsamed Matthew) (a publican or tax collector) THENS
OF ALPHAEUS SITTING AT THE RECEIPT OF CUSTOM (orxtaffice, or tax booth), AND SAID UNTO HIM,
FOLLOW ME . AND HE AROSE (AND HE LEFT ALL) AND FOLLOWED HIM-ref Lk 5:27-32; Mt 9:9-13. Lité did
he understand or suspect what was ahead.

Lk 5:29-31-AND LEVI (also named Matthew) MADE HIMJ¢sus) A GREAT FEAST IN HIS OWN HOUSE: AND
THERE WAS A GREAT COMPANY OF PUBLICANS AND OF OTHERRTHAT SAT DOWN WITH THEM.

BUT THEIR SCRIBES AND PHARISEES MURMURED (or complad, or accused)...HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING,
WHY DO YE (and) (YOUR MASTER) EAT AND DRINK WITH PBLICANS (or tax collectors) AND SINNERS? Note
the persecutions, the complainings, the accusationslready starting by the religious authoritlest are highly esteemed
by the people. Matthew was doing a nice thing, litwas being accused in a derogatory manner, bedaiwas a tax
collector and a sinner. Yet did Matthew, or Jesudiis disciples get offended and leave? No.

AND JESUS ANSWERING SAID UNTO THEM, THEY THAT ARE WOLE NEED NOT A PHYSICIAN; BUT
THEY THAT ARE SICK. BUT GO YE AND LEARN WHAT THATMEANETH, | WILL HAVE MERCY, AND NOT
SACRIFICE: FOR | AM NOT COME TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUSUT SINNERS TO REPENTANCE-ref Mt 9:12,13.
Jesus did not come to call those that think theyrighteous. Jesus did not come to call thosestmathey have no sin for
they deceive themselves and the truth is not imth@esus did not come to call those that say lthheg not sinned, for they
make God a liar. His Word is not in them-ref 1138, 10.

What ever happened to the money Matthew left béhind

Was an arrest warrant issued by the authoritiemsigilatthew to put him in jail, because he wagsegnment official
and walked off his job?

Did the soldiers come to arrest Matthew, becausdichaot turn in the tax money and left behind asords?

Did all those that had paid their taxes to MattHivlawsuits against him, because they may notehaeen credited for
paying their taxes? It seems Matthew must havethese thoughts bombarding his mind as he forseekything. An
intense spirit of fear must have tried to come on, lsaying, “What if this, or that, happens to yo¥®u can get in a lot of
trouble for walking out on your government job. vidwill you survive?”

When a person decides to follow Jesus, Satan tngdo oppose him in the most unexpected wayss dtlife that will
reveal whether a person’s trust in God, and lovedod and the brethren are genuine or not. Jessisipurpose and plan
for each person’s life, and it begins with studyi@gd’s Word; as it is written: TAKE MY YOKE UPON Y@, AND
LEARN OF ME, FOR | AM MEEK AND LOWLY IN HEART: AND YE SHALL FIND REST UNTO YOUR SOULS-Mt
11:29.

Matthew made a great sacrifice by faith. It is kivel of sacrifice that few people will make. Wasorth it?

He forsook everything to follow Jesus. He forsook his fus income, his security, and any pension he migta hav
received, plus any benefits that went with his job. In addiianfriends might have thought he was nuts. He forsook
everything including a very comfortable life, for a life ofgecutions and poverty. Ultimately, it is believed that he
suffered a violent death.

Paul also left the very comfortable lifestyle ofrigea Pharisee. He was also the son of a Phae$ekets 23:6 and had
much power-ref Acts 26:10. Paul described the life went through, during the time he followed Jesssa life of
difficulties. It was a life of learning to conforto the image of Christ. It was a life of dishondt was a life of people
giving evil reports about him. It was a life ofibg chastened. It was a life of being sorrowfidt yejoicing; of people
thinking he was a deceiver, yet he spoke truthwals a life of poverty or as being poor yet makimany rich. It was a life
as having nothing, yet possessing all things-1€b626:8-10. This is not the kind of life that mastople today are willing to
endure in return for eternal life.

This is not the kind of life that today’s lukewachurch teaches. Today's preaching tells peoplg ¢he have the good
things of this life now and eternal life also. Vh&eldom prepare the new Christian for the hardshpersecutions, self
denial, sacrifices, and surprises that lie aheaghen the end of most people’s life comes, theynartestill glorifying God,
and they have not finished the work God gave thenotthe way God told them to do it-ref Jn 17:he¥f did not fight the

62€



Page 629 good fight of faith, or finish the course God galvem to follow, and they did not keep the faithr do they die in faith-ref 2
Tim 4:7; Heb 11:13. When most people die, the foelgt will reveal they were not a good and faittsetvant unto the end
in following Jesus, but rather they fell by the sige, or their stony or thorny heart deceived them.

God’s Word, through Paul and others, warns thedahuwstand fast, don't look back, hold fast, anchbedeceived. 1 Pe
5:6-9-HUMBLE YOURSELVES...CASTING ALL YOUR CARE UPOMIM; BE SOBER, BE VIGILANT; BECAUSE
YOUR ADVERSARY THE DEVIL, AS A ROARING LION, WALKETH ABOUT, SEEKING WHOM HE MAY
DEVOUR: WHOM RESIST STEDFAST IN THE FAITH, KNOWINGTHAT THE SAME AFFLICTIONS ARE
ACCOMPLISHED IN YOUR BRETHREN THAT ARE IN THE WORLE Pe 5:6-9. John warns us that the devil deceives
the whole world-ref Rev 12:9. Understand that wheperson is deceived, he doesn’t know he is dededr he would
repent. The multitudes in hell right now didn’tdu they were deceived and on the wrong path urey tied.

Paul spoke of some things he went through in 2 11023-33. He talked of labours (or we may say @ihd difficult
work and being overworked). He spoke of being wéar tired), of being hungry, thirsty, and beinggdc Paul spoke of
being beaten above measure, in prison frequemttynaar death often. He talked of receiving 3@easrfive times. Can we
imagine the incredible pain he suffered, and noiaeek to help him as we have today. He was beai#nrods. He was
stoned and left as dead, and 3 times he was shikedeplus spent a night and day in the deep. &®aoften in danger in
his journeys from robbers and his own countryméirappears everywhere he went, he was in perils.tatks of being in
pain and naked. In addition, he was often wordrd even tormented about the churches, if they fwelding fast or had
gone astray. In Damascus, the governor triedresthim, but Paul escaped in a basket. He neweed from the Lord no
matter what he went through. Rather he dependatehord to give him strength to endure. Ultinhgtde was sent to
Rome and died a violent death. This, friend, ithfals this the kind of faith you have? Are ywilling to live and die as
Paul did? Are you willing téollow Jesusand live and die as He did?

What reward did Matthew have in exchange for farsgleverything? He became one of the twelve oalgapostles and
is now with Jesus. He will forever be with the davith rewards beyond comprehension.

And what of Paul? The picture comes forth of Rhat his body was greatly scarred for all he haghiterough. He and
his followers were spoken against everywhere. réligious community hated him and spoke lies almt They said, His
bodily presence was weak, and his speech contdm@titd rude-ref 2 Cor 10:10 and 11:6. He was ofteated as a
criminal, yet he did nothing wrong. He must haeeiin frequent pain, not to mention the thorn &e in the flesh.

Yet, now, he is with the Lord for eternity with rems unspeakable. There is no more crying. Thereéo more tears.
There is no more hurt. There is no more hatredrajedtion by the world. There is peace. Theljeysunspeakable. For a
billion times a billion years, all that follow Jeswill be rewarded, and it shall never end.

But for those that refuse to follow Jesus, theyehidneir rewards now. But, for a billion times #ibn years, they will be
tormented day and night, and it shall never endusT it is written, and thus, it shall be. You arive for the good things
of this life now and be tormented later; or you saffer for a little season now, but be rewardedeternity. This, friend, is
your choice.

Most people choose to strive for the better thioigihis life now, but is this the right choice? €rh are billions of people
now in hell awaiting the final judgment who wouldrae that it is too late for them. They all make wrong choice. The
message here is this—Follow Jesus.

WHEN
9-Warnings about turning from God

1 Ki 9:6-9-BUT IF YE SHALL AT ALL TURN FROM FOLLOWNG ME,...AND WILL NOT KEEP MY
COMMANDMENTS AND MY STATUTES WHICH | HAVE SET BEFOR YOU,...THEN WILL | CUT OFF...I CAST
OUT OF MY SIGHT;...AND THEY SHALL SAY, WHY HATH THE LORD DONE THUS...AND THEY SHALL
ANSWER, BECAUSE THEY FORSOOK THE LORD THEIR GOD.

Lk 14:34,35-SALT IS GOOD: BUT IF THE SALT HAVE LOSTI8 SAVOUR, WHEREWITH SHALL IT BE
SEASONED? IT IS NEITHER FIT FOR THE LAND, NOR YEROR THE DUNGHILL; BUT MEN CAST IT
OUT. HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR.

Mt 16:25-FOR WHOSOEVER WILL SAVE HIS LIFE SHALL LOSH: AND WHOSOEVER WILL LOSE HIS
LIFE FOR MY SAKE SHALL FIND IT.
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Mt 4:13.

Mt 4:14.

Mt 4:15.

Mt 4:16.

FOR WHAT IS A MAN PROFITED (or advantaged), IF HEHSLL GAIN THE WHOLE WORLD, AND LOSE HIS
OWN SOUL (or be cast away)? OR WHAT SHALL A MAN GEIN EXCHANGE FOR HIS SOUL?-ref Lk 9:25.
It is only those that are dead with Christ thatlldhee and reign with Him.
The end of the WHEN message.
The verses continue—

(TO CAPERNAUM)
JESUS DWELT IN CAPERNAUM
30 YEARS PLUS 10 MONTHS
AND LEAVING NAZARETH (or Natzeret), Mt 4:13. AND LEAVING NAZARETH (or Natzeret),
HE CAME AND DWELT (or settled, or lived) HE CAME
IN CAPERNAUM, WHICH IS (BY) THE AND DWELT (or settled, or lived)
(LAKE) (or a lakeshore town), (NEAR) THE IN CAPERNAUM. As best as we can determine, they had just triediltaJesus in Nazareth. Now he goes to
BORDERS (or regions, or area, or boundan@apernaum—
(BETWEEN) (ZEBULUN AND NAPHTALI): WHICH IS (BY) THE (LAKE) (or a lakeshore town),
(NEAR) THE BORDERS (or regions, or area, or bounday)
(BETWEEN) (ZEBULUN AND NAPHTALI) . Capernaum is mentioned in the New Testamenttabfbtimes. Jesus
may have spent more time in Capernaum, than argr @ilace. It appears that this became the headgsiar center of
Jesus’ ministry. It is located on the northwesirstof the sea of Galilee. For more informationGapernaum, note Jn 2:12
on page 224.
It is reported that one of the borders of the tibeZebulun was nearby Capernaum, and Naphtalidveddit on other
sides.
The verses continue—

(This happened) (TO FULFILL WHAT) WAS Mt 4:14. (This happened)
SPOKEN (THROUGH) (ISAIAH) THE  (TO FULFILL WHAT) WAS SPOKEN
PROPHET, SAYING, (THROUGH) (ISAIAH)

THE PROPHET, SAYING.

.THE LAND OF ZABULON (or Zebulun), Mt4:15. THE LAND OF ZABULON (or Zebulun),

AND THE LAND OF NEPHTHALIM (or AND THE LAND OF NEPHTHALIM (or Naphtali),

Naphtali), BY THE WAY OF (or toward) THE = BY THE WAY OF (or toward) THE (LAKE),

(LAKE), (ALONG THE) JORDAN, GALILEE (ALONG THE) JORDAN. There are sources of water that combine togeiteiorm the Northern Jordan River

OF THE GENTILES; including one near Mt Hermon. These flow into tiethern part of the sea of Galilee-thus reads BNETWAY OF THE
LAKE ALONG THE JORDAN. At the southern end of tBea of Galilee the waters flow south in the soutlderdan River
to the dead sea. Itis the southern Jordan tsasJeas baptized in.

GALILEE OF THE GENTILES. These words were taken from Isa 9:1 which reldsertheless the dimness shall not
be such as was in her vexation, when at the fadightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and thedaof Naphtali, and
afterward did more grievously afflict her by theynat the sea, beyond Jordan Galilee of the nations

It has been stated that there was a road of theaRefinom Damascus that went to the area of theoS€alilee. This is
in reference t@salilee of the Gentiles.

It has been stated that this area was inhabitethéyribes of Zebulun and Naphtali after Joshuetset The verses
continue—

THE PEOPLE (LIVING) IN DARKNESS Mt4:16. THE PEOPLE (which were in Capernaum)

SAW (a) GREAT LIGHT; AND TO THEM (LIVING) IN DARKNESS

(LIVING) IN THE REGION (or land) AND (in SAW (a) GREAT LIGHT. Jesus is the great light that would now shine ¢optbople of Galilee

the) SHADOW OF DEATH (upon them) The people were spiritually dead, living in spiatdarkness. When Jesus came there they saw [igtgy saw the Way,

LIGHT IS SPRUNG UP (or dawned). the Truth, and the Life. They saw the one and oy to the Father. They saw the one and onlytwagnter the kingdom
of heaven. The verse continues—
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Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 634

AND TO THEM

(LIVING) IN THE REGION (or land)

AND (in the) SHADOW OF DEATH (upon them)
LIGHT IS SPRUNG UP (or dawned). The people in the surrounding areas, were irstiaglow of death. The shadow of
death is upon all that do not repent and come gas)a faith—faith which is evidenced by the frusfsthe Spirit and fruits
of their works. But because Jesus came to the higa sprung up to them. They also had the opmity to see the Way,
the Truth, and the Life. But did the people of &aaum repent?

CAPERNAUM DID NOT REPENT
For more information on Capernaum, note Jn 2:1page 224.

It has been said that this city was a Roman segti¢iand ruled over the northern area of Israel.

It was a prosperous city. It was a city of wisegle in the ways of this world, but ignorant in thays of God. It was a
city of pride. It was not a city that would humililgelf. Jesus did miracles there that were satgteat even Sodom would
have repented, yet they did not repent. The difgapernaum no longer exists as it once did. Quiw excavations have
been done there which can be seen by touristsreTdre only a few buildings there. At times, thia¥e been boat tours
that go out onto the Sea of Galilee from what waseovas Capernaum.

Approximately 12 months later, Jesus spoke thesedsvaegarding Capernaum. Mt 11:23-27-AND THOU,
CAPERNAUM, WHICH ART EXALTED UNTO HEAVEN, SHALT BEBROUGHT DOWN TO HELL: FOR IF THE
MIGHTY WORKS, WHICH HAVE BEEN DONE IN THEE, HAD BEE DONE IN SODOM, IT WOULD HAVE
REMAINED UNTIL THIS DAY. BUT | SAY UNTO YOU, THAT IT SHALL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR THE LAND
OF SODOM IN THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, THAN FOR THEE. $B)S...SAID, | THANK THEE, O FATHER, LORD
OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, BECAUSE THOU HAST HID THESE TINGS FROM THE WISE AND PRUDENT, AND
HAST REVEALED THEM UNTO BABES. EVEN SO, FATHER: FROSO IT SEEMED GOOD IN THY SIGHT.

NO MAN KNOWETH...THE FATHER, SAVE THE SON, AND HE TGV HOMSOEVER THE SON WILL REVEAL
HIM. As Jesus had said, if they would have repntieey would have remained to this day, but tHeyse not to believe
Him. Thus, as Jesus prophesied, they were bralayt to hell.

The message for all of us regarding this is aofgdt Heb 9:27-1T IS APPOINTED UNTO MEN ONCE TO DIBUT
AFTER THIS THE JUDGMENT. If we refuse to believeetWord of Godas it was meant to be understood by God, and
alsorefuse to obey it, then we are in danger of being brought down tb liear God and depart from evil.

FOUNDATION. GOD'S WORD

Take note: The more a person is involved in thddyehe less he will be involved in Jesus. Theaermerson is involved
in this world, or clings to this world, the slowtkie person may grow spiritually to be more likeudes

1-To grow to be more like Jesus, a person has toegdell in God’s Word.

After first meeting Jesus, Peter and some otharipdes only followed Jesus partially. But themeafflesus did the
miracle of catching the multitude of fish, He cdliem to follow Him and catch men. They obeyed.

As a person grows in Christ, they should be puttifighe world more and more, and should be follggywlesus more and
more. The foundation is study, study, study Gaferd and as God gives you understanding, obeyiitle study, little
growth, little faith, little obedience, and litleve.

Submerge yourself in Bible reading and study, morninggradten and night.

Also surround yourself with listening to God’s Word on yoassette players, if possible.

Don’t be so foolish as to read the newspaper, and Itstéglevision, at the expense of reading and hearingsGod’
Word. For where your heart is, that is where you shall be

LIGHT
BLIND LEADERS OF THE BLIND
FALSE CHRISTIANS
Mt 4:16 had used the Words: THE PEOPLE (LIVING) DARKNESS SAW (a) GREATLIGHT ;...LIGHT IS
SPRUNG UP (or dawned). Jesus is that light. Kexd's Word on this subject from the New Testament.
Lk 2:32-Simeon spoke of Jesus and said, I&@HT TO LIGHTEN THE GENTILES, AND THE GLORY OF THY
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PEOPLE ISRAEL.

Jn 1:3-4-ALL THINGS WERE MADE BY HIM; AND WITHOUT HM WAS NOT ANY THING MADE THAT WAS
MADE. IN HIM WAS LIFE; AND THE LIFE WASTHE LIGHT OF MEN.

Jn 1:5-AND THELIGHT SHINETH IN DARKNESS; AND THE DARKNESS COMPREHENDED NOT.

Jn 1:6-10-THERE WAS A MAN SENT FROM GOD, WHOSE NAMWAS JOHN. THE SAME CAME FOR A
WITNESS, TO BEAR WITNESS OF THEIGHT , THAT ALL MEN THROUGH HIM MIGHT BELIEVE. HE WAS
NOT THAT LIGHT, BUT WAS SENT TO BEAR WITNESS OF THALIGHT . THAT WAS THE TRUELIGHT ,
WHICH LIGHTETH EVERY MAN THAT COMETH INTO THE WORLD HE WAS IN THE WORLD, AND THE
WORLD WAS MADE BY HIM, AND THE WORLD KNEW HIM NOT.

Jn 3:19-AND THIS IS THE CONDEMNATION, THATIGHT (which is Jesus) IS COME INTO THE WORLD, AND
MEN LOVED DARKNESS RATHER THANLIGHT , BECAUSE THEIR DEEDS WERE EVIL.

Jn 3:20-FOR EVERY ONE THAT DOETH EVIL HATETH THEIGHT (which is Jesus) , NEITHER COMETH TO
THE LIGHT (which is Jesus), LEST HIS DEEDS SHOULD BE REPR@VE BUT HE THAT DOETH TRUTH
COMETH TO THELIGHT (which is Jesus), THAT HIS DEEDS MAY BE MADE MANHEST, THAT THEY ARE
WROUGHT IN GOD.

Jn 8:12-THEN SPAKE JESUS...SAYING, AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD: HE THAT FOLLOWETH ME
SHALL NOT WALK IN DARKNESS, BUT SHALL HAVE THELIGHT OF LIFE.

Jn 9:5-AS LONG AS | AM IN THE WORLDI| AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.

Jn 12:35-36-THEN JESUS SAID UNTO THEM, YET A LITTLM&WHILE IS THELIGHT WITH YOU. WALK WHILE
YE HAVE THE LIGH T, LEST DARKNESS COME UPON YOU: FOR HE THAT WALKETHN DARKNESS
KNOWETH NOT WHITHER HE GOETH. WHILE YE HAVH.IGHT , BELIEVE IN THE LIGHT, THAT YE MAY BE
THE CHILDREN OFLIGHT .

Jn 12:46-1 AM COME ALIGHT INTO THE WORLD, THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH ON ME SHOLD NOT
ABIDE IN DARKNESS.

1 Jn 1:5-THIS THEN IS THE MESSAGE WHICH WE HAVE HR®d OF HIM, AND DECLARE UNTO YOU, THAT
GOD IS LIGHT , AND IN HIM IS NO DARKNESS AT ALL.

Isa 42:5-7-THUS SAITH GOD THE LORD, HE THAT CREATELHE HEAVENS, AND STRETCHED THEM OUT,
HE THAT SPREAD FORTH THE EARTH, AND THAT WHICH COMEH OUT OF IT; HE THAT GIVETH BREATH
UNTO THE PEOPLE UPON IT, AND SPIRIT TO THEM THAT WA THEREIN: | THE LORD HAVE CALLED
THEE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WILL HOLD THINE HAND, A® WILL KEEP THEE, AND GIVE THEE FOR A
COVENANT OF THE PEOPLE, FOR AIGHT OF THE GENTILES; TO OPEN THE BLIND EYES, TO BRINGUT
THE PRISONERS FROM THE PRISON, AND THEM THAT SIT INARKNESS OUT OF THE PRISON HOUSE.

Regarding the subject of light: consider the following. A tgthlind man from birth can see no light. He sees only
darkness. His understanding of what light is, is only inrheggination. He can’t understand colors or shadows. He
can’'t understand what a fan looks like when it is turning.c&t®t understand what the sun looks like in the day, and
the moon at night. Even though a person would spendrédmaf hours trying to explain to him what light is, how
can he understand?

So it is with the light of God’s Word. People are not bgawed. A church, a religion, or a denomination, does not
save people.

A person must come to a place in their life where God ®pieeir understanding and they truly repent, they turn
from their sins to Jesus Christ, and trust in Him and Him adanieir only hope of salvation. They must surrender
their life to Jesus, pick up their cross, and follow Jesesus needs to become the center of their universe lihofse
person is to turn control of their life over to Jesus, motdean to their own understanding. God’s Word is tobw
the center of their life, for indeed, it is God’s Word that yitlge us at the judgment. They are to Love God and also
love the brethren. God is greatly to be feared in the ddgarhthe saints-Ps 89:7.

Once a person does humble them self, repent amel/baln Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son, Whmme in the
flesh, they are under commandment to be baptizdgeldiy. IMMERSION in the name of the Father and of tBon, and of
the Holy Ghost-ref Ro 6:3-8, Col 2:12, Mt 28:19, &:16, Acts 2:38. They greatly desire the sineeilk of God’s Word
so they can grow-1 Pe 2:2. (Note, those churclieshweach and do sprinkling baptism do greatly. err

From the beginning, a person’s Biblical understagdif spiritual darkness and spiritual light islrand void, no matter
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how much a person tries to explain it to a perséod, in His mercy, must open a person’s spirigyas of understanding.
He must open their spiritual eyes to see and #méiitual ears hear and understand.

Billions of people have attended so called Chnistihurches. However, the majority of these “sdedal Christian
churches are in reality blind leaders of the blifichey are called “Christian”, but are Christiamni@me only, not in reality.
Jesus is not inside most churches, but is on ttsideu They sometimes look like the real thingneff sometimes sound like
the real thing but they are not the real thing.

God’'s Word puts it this way. 2 Cor 11:13-15-FOR G3¥U ARE FALSE APOSTLES, DECEITFUL WORKERS,
TRANSFORMING THEMSELVES INTO THE APOSTLES OF CHRISTAND NO MARVEL; FOR SATAN HIMSELF
IS TRANSFORMED INTO AN ANGEL OF LIGHT. THEREFORETIIS NO GREAT THING IFHIS MINISTERS
ALSO BE TRANSFORMED AS THE MINISTERS OF RIGHTEOUSBE; WHOSE END SHALL BE ACCORDING TO
THEIR WORKS.

Mt 15:14-THEY BE BLIND LEADERS OF THE BLIND. ANDH THE BLIND LEAD THE BLIND, BOTH SHALL
FALL INTO THE DITCH.

Mt 23:27, 28-WOE UNTO YOU, SCRIBES AND PHARISEESYPOCRITES! FOR YE ARE LIKE UNTO WHITED
SEPULCHRES, WHICH INDEED APPEAR BEAUTIFUL OUTWARDBUT ARE WITHIN FULL OF DEAD MEN'S
BONES, AND OF ALL UNCLEANNESS. EVEN SGE ALSO OUTWARDLY APPEAR RIGHTEOUS UNTO MEN,
BUT WITHIN YE ARE FULL OF HYPOCRISY AND INIQUITY.

Verse 29 shows us these false ministers, priegtdi,rpreachers, missionaries, Sunday school tesctienominational
leaders, prophets, popes, etc., do many thingshke themselves look good and they appear to biés@anisters.

Verse 30 show us that they really believe theyGod's servants.

Verse 31 and 32 shows us that they, however, damegality, love God, Jesus Christ, God’s Worctofrection, God’s
prophets, and God’s born again children.

Jesus says of these religious leaders in verserB3SERPENTS, YE GENERATION OF VIPERS, HOW CAN YE
ESCAPE THE DAMNATION OF HELL?

God’s Word shows us that the nhumber of peoplepkash are many, many, many, but the number of lpebat inherit
eternal life are only a few-ref Mt 7.

Then there are also those that do attend on dethdible believing, Bible teaching, God fearingr8tian churches that
teach the whole Bible including the Revelation. wéwger, even in such churches, there are usualle soneven many that
have never humbled themselves and come to the kdgelof the truth-2 Tim 3:7. There are also thhaéhave fallen and
have resisted God’s lifeline of correction to hdpm up. Paul, in many ways and in many epistlassvus about falling
and tells us all to examine ourself to see if wénbihe faith-ref 2 Cor 13:5.

There are many that reject the light. They douraterstand the light. As a blind man or a dea$q@®rso these also are
spiritually blind and deaf, but the darkness theyia blinds them from understanding this. So mgoyabout thinking they
are saved. They stand in pulpits on Sunday mosnamgl read Scripture. They sing in the choirseyTlake up collections.
They give tithes and offerings. They work in theich. They seem like they are good and moral lpeophey feed the
poor. The look righteous to people. The worldk®at them as if they are God’s spiritual leaders #neologians, but in
reality they are as the scribes who make copie8ihle, the Pharisees, the Herodians, the Saddutteetawyers, and their
followers. Some even die for their religion anditHalse beliefs. Some are so blind that thelydtthers and think they do
God service-ref Jn 16:2. They are of the many leatsh to hell.

God does not open their spiritual eyes to see tmar spiritual ears to understand, as inside thearts are hardened.
Some are angry inside. They are deceitful insitleey are hypocrites. They are proud. They dfeceatered. They want
their own way. They do things to be seen and asthmf men. They are not humbled, meek, or chitdiik Godly, Biblical
correction. They do not love the brethren (the toorn again servants of God, especially when aysérson tries to correct
them). They are murmurers, accusers, complaimatdault finders. They have unforgiveness in thefiney hold on to
grudges. They hold on to deceit. They hold onti@imess. Their universe is not centered arowstdisl They have their
own ways of doing things, their own plans, theimogoals. Their righteousness is their in theireitec

As has been said, such are blind but they think they Bee world accepts them, but God rejects them.

Jesus said: Rev 3:20, 22-Behold, | STAND AT THE DQ®@RID KNOCK: IF ANY MAN HEAR MY VOICE,
AND OPEN THE DOOR, | WILL COME IN TO HIM, AND WILLSUP WITH HIM, AND HE WITH ME. HE
THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE CHURCHES.
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Mt 4:18 (pt 1),
Mk 1:16 (pt 1).

Mt 4:18 (pt 2).
Mt 4:18 (pt 3),

ref Mk 1:16 (pt
2).

Lk 5:1.

(BESIDE THE LAKE OF GALILEE )
JESUS SAW PETER AND ANDREW
30 YEARS PLUS 10 MONTHS
AND JESUS, WALKING (BESIDE) THE
(LAKE) OF GALILEE, SAW TWwWO
(BROTHERS), SIMON

(who was) CALLED PETER,

AND ANDREW HIS BROTHER, (they were)
(THROWING) A NET INTO THE (LAKE):
FOR THEY WERE (FISHERMEN).

(BY THE LAKE OF GENNESARET )
JESUS TAUGHT THE PEOPLE
30 YEARS PLUS 10 MONTHS

AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT, AS THE
PEOPLE PRESSED (AROUND) HIM TO
HEAR THE WORD OF GOD, HE STOOD BY
(the shore of) THE LAKE OF GENNESARET
(or Galilee),

So it is with many churches that call themselvesdiihn. So it is with people that attend thedsefahurches of God—

The verses continue—

Mt 4:18 (pt 1), Mk 1:16 (pt 1). AND JESUS,

WALKING (BESIDE) THE (LAKE)

OF GALILEE. This would have been on the western side ofdke, lthe Capernaum side. He—
SAW TWO (BROTHERS), SIMON

Mt 4:18 (pt2).  (who was) CALLED PETER,

Mt 4:18 (pt 3), ref Mk 1:16 (pt 2). AND ANDREW

HIS BROTHER,

(they were) (THROWING) A NET

INTO THE (LAKE):

FOR THEY WERE (FISHERMEN). Simon Peter, Andrew, Philip, Nathanael were firsgntioned in Jn 1:35-45.
(Note pages 204 to 209). That was approximatelg@® into His ministry. John, although not meméid by name may
have also been present. They appear to have biéedesus at His first miracle in Cana. It appehey were baptizing
people as they traveled with Jesus in Jn 4:1. odigh not mentioned by name, it appears they wargsept as Jesus finished
talking with the Samaritan woman at the well-reAJn.

Just how much they were with Jesus up to this tisneot certain. We note that the Scriptures iatichat they were with
Jesus beginning from the baptism of John rightoujhé time Jesus was taken up.

Acts 1:15-19, 21-22-AND IN THOSE DAYS PETER STOOIPUN THE MIDST OF THE DISCIPLES, AND SAID,
(THE NUMBER OF NAMES TOGETHER WERE ABOUT AN HUNDREBND TWENTY,) MEN AND BRETHREN,
THIS SCRIPTURE MUST NEEDS HAVE BEEN FULFILLED, WHKE THE HOLY GHOST BY THE MOUTH OF
DAVID SPAKE BEFORE CONCERNING JUDAS, WHICH WAS GUBDTO THEM THAT TOOK JESUS. FOR HE
WAS NUMBERED WITH US, AND HAD OBTAINED PART OF THIMINISTRY. NOW THIS MAN PURCHASED A
FIELD WITH THE REWARD OF INIQUITY; AND FALLING HEADLONG, HE BURST ASUNDER IN THE MIDST,
AND ALL HIS BOWELS GUSHED OUT.

WHEREFORE OFTHESE MEN WHICH HAVE COMPANIED WITH US ALL THE TIME = THAT THE LORD
JESUS WENT IN AND OUT AMONG US, BEGINNING FROM THE BAPTISM OF JOHN, UNTO THAT SAME
DAY THAT HE WAS TAKEN UP FROM US, MUST ONE BE ORDAINED TO BE A WITNESS WITH US OF HI
RESURRECTION.

The disciples are not mentioned as being with Jesbzareth when the people tried to kill Him. uBht appears from
Samaria, they went back to their fishing as Jesrst wn to Nazareth which was about 10 months heatinistry of Jesus.

The verses continue—

Lk 5:1. AND IT CAME TO PASS,

THAT, AS THE PEOPLE PRESSED (AROUND) HIM

TO HEAR THE WORD

OF GOD. Note the “Word” here. It is not the word, butstthe WORD—OF GOD. People should be in “awe”tfog
chance to here the actual Word of Him that createthings. It is written: Isa 66:5-Hear the wastithe LORD, ye that
tremble at his word.

The verse continues: (Jesus)—
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Lk 5:2.

AND (He) SAW TWO (BOATS) STANDING
BY THE (edge of the) LAKE: BUT THE
FISHERMEN (HAD) GONE OUT OF THEM,
AND WERE WASHING THEIR NETS.

HE STOOD BY (the shore of)

THE LAKE OF GENNESARET (or what we call the Sea of Galillee-ref Jn 6:1tlee Sea of Tiberius-ref Jn 2):1
(Gennesaret means garden of the prince).

Missionaries that travel to some countries of theglavfind that the poor people, even today, wilthga around them to
hear the Word of God. Some will even travel lomgtahces on foot under difficult situations. Howgvin America and
other prosperous countries, this is rare.

SEA OF GALILEE
DEAD SEA (Salt sea)

This lake is mentioned several times in the Newtdrasent. It is also known as the Sea of ChinnemetiNum 34:11, the
Sea of Chinneroth-ref Jos 12:3, the lake of Germeéesaf Lk 5:1, and the sea of Tiberias-ref Jn @1L: 1.

Today: it is a large, beautiful, freshwater, lakithvan elevation of about 700 feet below sea levehad been dropping
somewhat in recent years. It is about 7 miles vaiditss widest part facing an east and west dwagtiand about 12 to 14
miles long (facing a south and north directionhefie are some nice modern day tourist cabins aigifgs on the western
side and hotels on the eastern side.

The mostly deserted remains of the city of Capemauon the northwest coast, and the city of Tilefref Jn 6:23) (app
pop 40,000) on the southwest coast. It receiwewdter from the northern Jordan river which cofres the north area of
Mount Hermon. It's waters flow south into the dmern Jordan river and ends up in the dead sea vidhioter 1300 foot
below sea level. The dead sea is also known aSdhesea-ref Num 34:12. The deepest part of #ael dea is about 2300
foot below sea level. There is no outlet from dead sea. As a person would look across the S€aldée from west to
east or east to west, one can see in the far destdue other side on a clear day (about 7 milespking from the north to
the south or vise-versa one can see the opposite #hon the side of a hill (about 13 miles). idtmuch longer (north to
south) than it is wide. As a person would travgbithe hills somewhat surrounding the lake, tteeeespectacular views,
especially from the eastern side. It is about fé@D below sea level. It is on the western sideheflake on a hill that Jesus
preached the sermon on the mount. It offers atfebview of the lake also. There are sometimeattrides available to
tourists. On the eastern side there are someesoet areas with cabins. Recently, the leveheflake has been dropping.

It is an interesting experience to travel from 3atem (elevation about 2400 to 2600 feet abovdesed) down to the
dead sea (about 23 miles east). It might be ehtiliiy in Jerusalem, but hot down at the dead sHze dead sea can be seen
in the distance from the taller buildings in Jefesaon a clear day.

Regarding the dead sea, there are resort areag \@hgerson can stop and go and float in the dead Heis, to our
knowledge, the saltiest body of water that exigisperson can be lying on his back, floating, andadfull turn and not get
his hair wet. It is virtually impossible to drowrAs a person would stand upright in the water,whger only comes to the
middle of their chest. Because of the high contéichemicals in the water, when a person getshaytare expected to take
a shower to wash them off. Showers/and or shoma@mns are provided. Some people cover themseluvbstiné dead sea
mud as they believe it has special properties.

The dead sea is much larger than the Sea of Galileee aheno fish in the dead sea.

Should a person wish to view the entire dead sea, theftMasada is recommended. One can reach the top of
Masada by a steep pathway or cable car. The veraéauw®—

Lk 5:2. AND (He) (which is Jesus)

SAW TWO (BOATS)

STANDING BY THE (edge of the) LAKE. It has been estimated that there may have beesahds of boats on the sea
of Galilee during these days, and tens of thousahgdsople living in this area. Regarding the beat

BUT THE FISHERMEN

(HAD) GONE OUT OF THEM.

AND WERE WASHING THEIR NETS. The fact that they were washing their nets, iatdis that they were finished
fishing at this time.

As a person walks with God, He will provide whategeperson needs to accomplish the purpose Goddikdi him to
do.

63¢



Lk 5:3.
Page 636

AND HE ENTERED INTO ONE OF THE
(BOATS), WHICH WAS SIMON'S, AND
(ASKED) HIM (TO) (PULL) OUT A LITTLE

(way) FROM THE LAND. AND HE SAT
DOWN, AND TAUGHT THE PEOPLE (from)
OUT OF THE (BOAT).

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 637

JESUS TELLS SIMON TO LAUNCH OUT

Lk 5:3. AND HE ENTERED
INTO ONE OF THE (BOATS),
WHICH WAS SIMON'S.

SIMON PETER

Note that Simon Peter owned his own boat. He afgmeared to own his own house-ref Lk 4:38. He hiba wife-ref
Mk 1:30.. His mother was also alive and was athuese-ref Mk 1:30. Jesus met him back in Jn 1ad@r which he
followed Jesus intermittently. However, after whats about to happen, Peter will forsake all atidfoJesus. The verse
continues—

AND (ASKED) HIM

(TO) (PULL) OUT A LITTLE (way) FROM THE LAND. 1-Jesus was seeking to use Simon’s boat. 2-He was al
asking for Simon stop working on his nets. 3-He a0 asking for Simon to pull the boat out awaynfthe land. Simon
could have been stubborn and refused, as he mayhaallots of work to do. Nevertheless, he obevleat Jesus had asked
him to do.

All that follow Jesus will be asked at various tsrte do certain things for the Lord. Some willusf. Some will say yes.
These are tests to see if we will be obedientve lor harden our heart and make excuses. Sonsearessmall, others are
huge. Consider the consequences of what Petenfdick would have made an excuse and refused cuédvprobably have
never have been called to follow Jesus the rektsolife. However, in saying yes to Jesus, it wagart, the beginning of
his life being changed for eternity. The versetitaes—

AND HE (which is Jesus)

SAT DOWN,

AND TAUGHT

THE PEOPLE (from)

OUT OF THE (BOAT). As a result of Simon Peter’s obedience, othexs lahd the opportunity to hear God’s Word.

In the early 1900s, in the United States, there were weilkrevangelists who traveled. It was not uncommon for
some to enter a factory where men were working. Theeowight let everyone stop to hear the Word of the living
God come forth. But today, more than likely, this wouldhegipen as men’s hearts become harder and harder as th
tribulation draws closer.

BIBLE PROPHECY TODAY

The world today is turning a deaf ear toward Gddis turning to all manner of wickedness and sintlie name of
tolerance. It is making laws to protect the imnh@mad those that hate God, and making it more aiiffifor those that
preach against immorality. The world is going imlieection that condemns those that preach agamsbrality. Many
ministers of God these days, preach a messagésthktasing to people’s sinful hearts and earss difficult these days to
find any place where the Word of God is broughtifas it was by Jesus and the apostles.

The Scriptures clearly show that as the tribulaiod Armageddon draw near, immorality will increages the days of
Sodom, Gomorrah, and Noah were, so shall alsodke df the return of Jesus be. Violence and imliprdled the earth.
Bible prophecy clearly states that the latter dayksget worse and worse. The people that love Gade adeep needo
draw closer and closer to God and to others offakd as the signs of the times continue to unfdfdhey don't, it is likely
that they will be swept away by the flood of imnldyeand lukewarm, immoral teaching that will caniie to go downhill.

Yes, judgment upon the immoral is coming, but fisgtrld conditions will get worse and worse as tloening of the
antichrist and tribulation draws closer.

It is written regarding the time period of the tiation which is soon to come: Rev 9:20-21-AND...THE
MEN...REPENTED NOT OF THE WORKS OF THEIR HANDS, THATHEY SHOULD NOT WORSHIP DEVILS,
AND IDOLS OF GOLD, AND SILVER, AND BRASS, AND STONEAND OF WOOD: WHICH NEITHER CAN SEE,
NOR HEAR, NOR WALK: NEITHER REPENTED THEY OF THEIRIURDERS, NOR OF THEIR SORCERIES, NOR
OF THEIR FORNICATION, NOR OF THEIR THEFTS.

The verses continue—
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Lk 5:4.

AND LET DOWN HIS NET
30 YEARS PLUS 10 MONTHS
NOW ~WHEN HE HAD (FINISHED)
SPEAKING, HE SAID (TO) SIMON,
LAUNCH OUT INTO THE DEEP (water),
AND LET DOWN YOUR NETS FOR A
(CATCH).

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 643

Lk 5:4. NOW WHEN HE HAD (FINISHED) SPEAKING. What Jesus spoke is not recorded. Then—
HE SAID (TO) SIMON,
LAUNCH OUT

INTO THE DEEP (water),

AND LET DOWN YOUR NETS

FOR A (CATCH). Jesus now makes two more requests of Simon Péteaunch out into the deep water. 5-Let down
your nets for a catch. It has been said thatigieviere in the shallow waters when it is dark, Wwatld go to deeper waters
during the day which were more difficult to reachhatheir nets. Thus, Peter fished during the nigdowever, Jesus was
telling Peter to go to the deep water in the day.

In addition, Jesus tells all those that follow Hamtimes to launch out into the deep, into the omkm He tells all His
children to follow Him and trust in him, no mattesw deep the problems seem to be. There are timdaunch out into the
deep and there is a great catch. There are tirmdawach out into the deep, and it may cost udifeybut even then it is a
victory, as eternity with Jesus lies ahead. J&,31tTAKE, MY BRETHREN, THE PROPHETS, WHO HAVE SPEK
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, FOR AN EXAMPLE OF SUFFERIB| AFFLICTION, AND OF PATIENCE. BEHOLD,
WE COUNT THEM HAPPY WHICH ENDURE.

SPIRITUAL WARFARE
THE BORN-AGAIN CHRISTIAN CAN EXPECT THE FOLLOWING ROBLEMS

Each person that decides to follow Jesus mustlalstch out into the unknown. Little do most ofreslize what this
means. There is joy, peace, rejoicing, and loueftiere are also battles to be fought againspéieers of darkness. There
are Golliahs to overcome. Persecutions, temptatisufferings, problems, and the unexpected li@a&h&here is a war to
be fought against our own desires, our flesh, amdawn wrong thinking. There are struggles ahead doubts to
overcome as we try to row upstream against thagtearrent that is going down stream. Our faitht(ost in God) will be
tested to see if it is genuine (ref 1 Pe 1:7) asgawehrough many unexpected things, and what s¢erbg impossible
situations. We are called to overcome throughsle&s we fight the good fight of faith, as we gigle against what seems
to be the impossible, God is with us and in us.r ggest battle is against ourselves and withirs@lves. It is against our
own fears, wrong thinking, our emotions, lookingkadenying ourselves, and our own desires whiahcantrary to God’s
Word. We are called to deny self, follow Jesussttaly and obey His Word, to conform to His imaged to serve Him.
We will not be tempted beyond that which we areablendure-ref 1 Cor 10:13.

There are times when we will feel like there isugéd rope pulling on our right hand and anotheripglin the opposite
direction on our left hand. We will feel like weeabeing torn apart. The battle rages in our thtsjgn our flesh, and in our
emotions. We may cry and yell out to Jesus to sankehelp us as we sink. And He will, but, we nielkarn patience. In
this struggle, some people turn away from God, evbithers turn more to God. The person’s heart sékat decision
which way he will go. As Jesus suffered, we atieddo suffer-ref Ro 8:17.

And beware, because Satan deceives the whole wefrldev 12:9. Satan, uses false religions, youe lfor a certain
church or person, money, lusts, cares of this [ifleasures, pride, possessions, your personalededegars or worries,
rejection, hurts, even love, anger, and unforgisenplus many other devices, to try to make yoiebelcertain Scriptures
do not mean what they say. He succeeded with Bvi#.he deceive you also? Through such deceptinasy people have
left the Lord and God'’s calling on their life.

While there is darkness all around us, we have.iflet. And as a result as we let down our netsrahwill be a catch.
Our nets may break. We may cry out for help. Way @ven be arrested and killed for our faith, bathave the victory of
eternity with no more tears if (we) continue in fagh grounded and settled, and be not moved dweay the hope of the
gospel-ref Col 1:23. We are called to overcom¢hatigs-ref Rev 2 and 3, but we cannot do thistapam Jesus.

We need tdight the good fight of faith and endure to the endwdfkeep our eyes and faith centered on Jesug ibok
forward to being with Him for eternity; and if wedk for the city called—New Jerusalem, and if wmai humble and
receptive to God’s correction, not looking back, si®uld one day hear the words WELL DONE, GOOD AREBITHFUL
SERVANT-ref Mt 25:23. If we look at our problemsbiblical desires, and look back at our past, ae expect to fall by
the wayside. When riding a bike, if you keep lomkback, you can expect to crash. When a persmibelys God’s Word,
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(such as looking back), he opens a door for Satattack him.

The Bible has much to say on this battle inside yRegretfully, this kind of teaching is seldom fiuin the churches of
today. But this and also the falling away was pegied in God's Word in Rev 3:14-22; 2 Thes 2:3 atitbr Scriptures
also.

Eph 6:10-11-Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Londl iaa the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles ofetfie d. Cor 16:13-Watch ye (be on your guard), stasd f
in the faith, quit you like men (be men of courage-NIV)sbeng.

SPIRITUAL WARFARE
OVERCOMING
SERVE GOD ONLY
CHOICES

The Bible clearly teaches the follower of Jesudoisovercome the devil and the world, with its temptations and
enticements. He is to overcome the cares of thédwihe lusts of the flesh and of the world, theagures of this life, and
the deceitfulness of riches. He is to overcome tdmptations put before him by people, things, éwngt and
circumstances. He is to overcome the temptatianisbpfore him by relatives, loved ones, friendspkayers, and his
enemies. The born-again Christian is to deny Hiimgiek up his cross and follow Jesus. He is twobe entangled in the
affairs of this life. He is not to fellowship withnbelievers. He is called to obey the Gospell@dn example of Christ.
The Christian is nothing more than a sheep forstaaghter in this world at this time. The followedrJesus—his world, is
the world to come. It is eternity with Jesus. Hwer, those that do not overcome all things—theirre world is hell, then
the Great White Throne Judgment, then the eteakal df fire. The born-again Christian is not totde worldly things that
he wants or the worldly desires of his heart, liishto do the things which Jesus wants.

The born-again Christian’s hope and trust is ndbéacentered in himself, but in the person of J&usst which gives
him strength. The more a person is involved intttiegs of this world, the more hernst involved in the things of Jesus.
The more a person looks back and thinks aboutdsshrts, rejections, and other things, the merddes not look forward
to Jesus and his future with Christ. The more ra@edoes what the unsaved wants him to do, tlseHess doing what
Jesus wants him to do and the less he is overcaasiigpd commands him to do.

Note God’s Word on this subject: Mt 6:21, 23-25;\8BIERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE WILL YOUR HEART
BE ALSO. Is your treasure in your parents, youitdehn, your friends, your husband or wife, youb,jojour personal
desires, your money, or some other thing?

IF THEREFORE THE LIGHT THAT IS IN THEE BE DARKNES$OW GREAT IS THAT DARKNESS! |If you think
you are following God, but you are not, that dagsthat is in you is very, very great; and you\amg deeply deceived.
NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS: FOR EITHER HE WILL HEE THE ONE, AND LOVE THE OTHER; OR
ELSE HE WILL HOLD TO THE ONE, AND DESPISE THE OTHER Expect Satan to continually try to set up
circumstances that cause you to compromise youk with God. Expect him to often place before yauw tthoices. One
choice is to follow Jesus which may seem wrong daryemotions and circumstances, but the other ehisido follow
another direction which seems right to your ematiand circumstances. To follow Jesus often sesst will not be the
right thing to do, and it will not accomplish whaiu want to accomplish. To follow another way wveippear to you as a
right way which will accomplish what you want tocamplish. Often there will be two choices placedobe you as you
encounter various situations. Will you follow yddaster, who should be Jesus and His Word, orywili follow a different
master, a different direction? When two choices@aced before you, you may wind up hating the drace and loving
the other; or you may want to hold to the one ob@ind despise the other. Will youercomethe wrong choices, or will
you compromise, because your emotions think thegvahoices are the right ones?

Perhaps you need money. Perhaps you need secBethaps you are fearful of being rejected bydowees. Perhaps
you need to help someone out. Perhaps you neddijtcsomething. Perhaps you need to go somewh&/@l you
compromise your walk with Jesus, in some way, @reoto get the money, or to help someone out, buyosomething, or to
go somewhere or be someone special? Or will yaunomwne these temptations and follow Jesus andafliag:  Will you
serve God, or will you obey your emotions and séineeunsaved? Which master do you follow whenslealls you to do
something? Which calling is more importantymu? Is it God’s calling or is it man’s calling? Ve¢hi commitment is
stronger? It is to Christ or something else?
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God speaks to your heart to go to a Billy Graham revivakad certain things on this site. But then, the phone
rings or someone comes by to see you—distractions. Whgow do?

You are called to witness to someone, But it interferes witin favorite radio or TV program. What will you do?

You are called to serve God, but you have another commitnWhat will you do?

An opportunity opens up for you to do somethingudesould have you do, which agrees with God’s Wan; then an
opportunity to do something you always wanted t@pens up. The one interferes with the other. tdilhyou do?

A great looking girl or guy has just asked you odate. Oh, how you want to go, but it is at thacetime God has
called you to do something. What will you do? dife is a life of choices. Some of these choicaa determine our
eternity.

This struggle, this war inside you, every person has to go thinoult is a battle between God and Satan. Itlsite
between God’s will and your will. It is a battleat takes place in your heart, in your mind, angidar emotions. Every
person in hell right now would tell you that followg Jesus would have been the right way. Everggrein heaven right
now would tell you that obeying God’s Word is thelyoway. Every person in hell right now would tgbu, they were

eternal life. Following Jesus is never easy ifrybeart is partially into pleasing what the unsased the world wants you
to do. The unsaved—they are of the world, theeetbey speak of the world, and they speak of thBdigsolutions to
solve problems. But they that are of Christ—tleinversation is of Christ and what they do is pireas the sight of God.
It is not those that claim they know Christ thall go to heaven. It is those that follow Christflajth, who endure the abuse
of their friends and relatives because their lifeth in public and behind secret doors, reflectasth If Christ would not do
it, the follower of Christ should not do it. If @kt did it, the follower of Christ should do ifAs it is written, he that is not
with me is against me.

Are you a 50/50 Christian that is like a wave, leelmarm or nominal Christian, or are you totally coitted to Christ and
His Word that He has called you to do? The 50/&€isfian doesn’t make it, as he does not overcdirteings by trusting
in God. Followers of God are called to overconiehahgs: the world, its temptations, lusts, camshes, and pleasures.
The Christian is called to overcome all the tenipiet of everyone that would seem to cause theno ta Igtle to the left or
a little to the right from God's straight gate amarrow path. As has been said, Y@&hnot serve both God and your
family, friends, relatives, or the world. It isQ% God, or it is death. Fear God, not man or aistances. Depart from
following the unfruitful works of darkness. Surdar yourself to Goéntirely. Compromise is death. Is Jesus your Lord or
is your lord your parents, your relatives, youeffrds, your employer, your personal desires, yats|uhe cares of this life,
or some other things? Do you seek for the worsiproval or God’s approval? Are you afraid to sayto someone,
because you don’t want to hurt their feelings? Woeld’s approval might gain you an advantage niow, it is the lake of
fire later. If you are not faithful in somethingall God has called you to do, neither will youfaihful in something big.
It is a choice you and | have to make, perhapsyeday. As for me and my house, we will serve asitbiv the Lord. Will

...THEREFORE (God says) UNTO YOU, | am the only Owne ware to serve-ref Mt 4:10. TAKE NO THOUGHT FOR
YOUR LIFE, WHAT YE SHALL EAT, OR WHAT YE SHALL DRINK; NOR YET FOR YOUR BODY, WHAT YE
SHALL PUT ON. IS NOT THE LIFE MORE THAN MEAT, AND HE BODY THAN RAIMENT?

Mt 6:33-34-BUT SEEK YEFIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND ALOTHESE
THINGS SHALL BE ADDED UNTO YOU. TAKE THEREFORE NOHOUGHT FOR THE MORROW: FOR THE
MORROW SHALL TAKE THOUGHT FOR THE THINGS OF ITSELFSUFFICIENT UNTO THE DAY IS THE EVIL
THEREOF-.

Luke 16:9-15-But to those that will perish, God S&AKE TO YOURSELVES FRIENDS OF THE MAMMON OF
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS; (or make to yourselves friend¢hef unsaved) THAT, WHEN YE FAIL, (or when you fallHEY
MAY RECEIVE YOU...

The people that follow Jesus now and are faithfudbieying God in little things, will also be faitifin many things. The
people that are unjust in obeying God now in litHangs, will also be unjust in obeying God in murelfi Lk 16:10. If you
have not been faithful to God now when you are techpdo not expect God to give you the true richdseaven.

Lk 16:13-NO SERVANT CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS: FOR EIBR HE WILL HATE THE ONE, AND LOVE THE
OTHER; OR ELSE HE WILL HOLD TO THE ONE, AND DESPISEHE OTHER. You cannot serve God and the world.
You cannot serve God and the unsaved. The mordoffmuwv the advice of the unsaved, the more yourarefollowing
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Jesus. What do those deceived people that claykihow Jesus do? What do those that are blitigetohings of God do?

They get upset at these words. They begin tofyutemselves. But all their self-justifying does good at the Judgment
for God knows your heart, that it is evil. But cam evil heart admit it is evil? Can a lying headimit it is a lying heart?

The unbiblical things that you do and that you @st¢o be right are, in the sight of God, an abotiona

Facts Regarding Overcoming
Lk 11:21-22-WHEN A STRONG MAN ARMED KEEPETH HIS PACE, HIS GOODS ARE IN PEACE: BUT WHEN
A STRONGER THAN HE SHALL COME UPON HIM, ANDDVERCOME HIM, HE TAKETH FROM HIM ALL HIS
ARMOUR WHEREIN HE TRUSTED, AND DIVIDETH HIS SPOILS.
The born-again Christian’s armour is Jesus. Hisoarr is his faith (or trust) centered in Jesus,Itve for God and the
brethren, and his obedience to God’s Word. Ifeha® in place, he should never fall. He shouldbeoovercome by the
devil's many tricks, traps, devices, and schemes.

2 Pe 2:19-WHILE THEY (the people that look like yhare saved, but are not), PROMISE THEM LIBERTY,HH
THEMSELVES ARE THE SERVANTS OF CORRUPTION: FOR OFHWM A MAN IS OVERCOME, OF THE SAME
IS HE BROUGHT IN BONDAGE. Beware, lest you be deed. Beware of false apostles, deceitful workehst
transform themselves into the apostles of Chrishd no marvel; for Satan himself is transformediah angel of light.
Therefore, it is no great thing if his ministersabe transformed as the ministers of righteousreéssCor 11:13-15. There
are far more people that are unsaved, than thersaared. Yet there are far more people that tttiely are saved than
unsaved. Satan deceives the whole world.

Peace in Jesus But You Shall Have Tribulation
Jn 16:33-THESE THINGS | HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU, THAIN ME YE MIGHT HAVE PEACE. IN THE
WORLD YE SHALL HAVE TRIBULATION: BUT BE OF GOOD CHER; | HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD. The
amount of peace you have in Jesus can be diredtied to the amount of trust you have in Jesudratite degree that you
believe and obey His Word.

Commands Regarding Overcoming
Ro 12:21-BE NOTOVERCOME OF EVIL, BUT OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD. Do not reward evil for evil. Dgood to
them that despitefully use you and pray for them.

1Jn 2:13-1 WRITE UNTO YOU, YOUNG MEN, BECAUSE YEAVE OVERCOME THE WICKED ONE.

1 Jn 2:14-15-1 HAVE WRITTEN UNTO YOU, YOUNG MEN, JBBECAUSE YE ARE STRONG, (2) AND THE WORD OF
GOD ABIDETH IN YOU, (3) AND YE HAVE OVERCOME THE WICKED ONE. LOVE NOT THE WORLD, NEITHER THE
THINGS THAT ARE IN THE WORLD. IF ANY MAN LOVE THE WORLD, THE LOVE OF THE FATHER IS NOT IN HIM.
Born-again Christians are to overcome the deviltaedvorld. A person that loves this world, thed@f God is not in him.

Who or What Has the Children of God Overc@me

True born-again Christians, they that believe fiesus is the Son of God as it is written, thesecomee the world with all of its
money, pleasures, temptations, cares, lusts, issxféars, deceit, and many other devices. Theseome the devil with all of his
tricks, schemes, and temptations. These overcbaie fears to obey God. These overcome their emstthat run contrary to
God's Word. These overcome all things.

1 Jn 5:4-5-FOR WHATSOEVER IS BORN OF GAD/ERCOMETH THE WORLD: AND THIS IS THE VICTORY THAT
OVERCOMETH THE WORLD,EVEN OUR FAITH. WHO IS HE THATOVERCOMETH THE WORLD, BUT HE THAT
BELIEVETH THAT JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD? The Bildks of no faith, little faith, faith as a waveegt faith, etc. Which
best fits you?

1Jn 4:3-6-YE ARE OF GOD, LITTLE CHILDREN, AND HAVBVERCOME THEM: BECAUSE GREATER IS HE
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