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Mt 3:1.

God as they ought in all matters and no matter Wwhédlls them. Few truly know, understand, andydBed as their loving
Father even though some may pray the words, MO&®R FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN. God is referred tas

OUR FATHERmany times in the New Testament. Here is a fisbme: 2 Thes 2:16; Ro 1:7; Col 1:3; 2 Col 1:ghHA:2;

Col 1:2; 1 Thes 1:1,3; 1 Thes 3:11,13; 1 Tim 1:2 Rhil 3.

Jesus is One with His Father. God, the FatherGod] the Son, and God, the Holy Spirit are orids His will that we
be one with Him, as it is written:

Jn 10:30-AND MY FATHER ARE ONE

1 Jn 5:7-FOR THERE ARE THREE THAT BEAR RECORD IN M¥EN, THE FATHER, THE WORD (which is
Jesus) AND THE HOLY GHOST: ANOHESE THREE ARE ONE

Jn 17:22-23-AND THE GLORY WHICH THOU GAVEST ME | ME GIVEN THEM; THAT THEY MAY BE ONE
EVEN AS WE ARE ONEI IN THEM, AND THOU IN ME, THAT THEY MAY BE MADE PERFECT IN ONE; AND
THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW THAT THOU HAST SENT ME, ANDHAST LOVED THEM, AS THOU HAST
LOVED ME.

God, the Father, as the Father over His family fameily of those committed to Him by faith in JesDbrist, He accepts
the responsibility and obligation to meet the neafdsll His children. In doing so, His childrerattseek first the Kingdom
of God and His righteousness-ref Mt 6:3; Lk 12:22-8re released from the anxiety of what they skatland wear, even
obtaining needed material things. Thus, they cand themselves on Jesus and doing those work$ Weithas called them
to do.

The idea that God in heaven was the Father of JeBrist and that one could have a close, lovintymiate relationship
with God was a shock to the Jews-ref Jn 5:18-47.

The Trinity is referred to many times in the Oldsteanent as well as the New Testament. Some of trescovered in
this commentary.

Kkkkkkkkkkk

Up to this point in the chronological study, most of the infdimmathat has been presented on each subject has been
presented in only one of the 4 Gospels at a time.

Regarding the next few verses and others further onhrafithe identical information is presented in 2 or more of
the 4 Gospel accounts. By comparing and combining esabuat or each verse, a much fuller understanding may
come forth for the serious student of the Bible. All bagain Christians ought to be serious students of God’siWor
All born again Christians ought to have a heart that is huilogsarn more of Jesus. Note Chronological Gospel #5 to
see how this was all put together. The verses continue—

JOHN BAPTIST—PREPARE YE
THE WAY
29% TO 30 YEARS

(Now) (DURING) THOSE DAYS CAME Mt 3:1. (Now) (DURING) THOSE DAYS. John (the Baptist) was born approximately 6 metfore Jesus.
JOHN THE BAPTIST (or the Immerser!t appears his ministry began about 6 months gdathe ministry of Jesus. (Information regardihg birth of John the
arrived-JNT) PREACHING IN THE Baptist begins at Lk 1:13). He was from the phe&mily of Levi-ref Lk 1:5. Since we know thaesus’ ministry began
WILDERNESS (or desert) OF (JUDEA), when He was about 30, we can surmise that JohrigBaphinistry began when he was also about 30e Viérse continues

CAME JOHN. His given name was John, not John the Baptibe verse continues—

THE BAPTIST (or the Immerser arrived-JNT). John could be called John the Baptizer. Thikésearliest point in the
Scriptures that John is called the Baptist. Umilstarted baptizing, it appears he was only cdlibduh.

Jn 1:6 tells us that John was SENT FROM GOD. Hheeca

PREACHING. Preaching and teaching is how God chose to ddlieeGood News. The verse continues—

IN THE WILDERNESS (or desert) OF (JUDEA). The area that John appears to have been in sothbern part of the
Jordan River near where it empties into the Deaal S€o the west is a barren, hilly desert regidn. a straight line,
Jerusalem would have been about 20 miles westeseth The lower Jordan is where Elijah spent tls¢ dys of his
ministry-ref 2 Ki 2:1-13. Jericho is mentionedvierse 4 and 15. Lk 3:2 shows us that the WORD OB &AME UNTO
JOHN...IN THE WILDERNESS. John’s ministry began hretwilderness, which is the same place the Wor@axf came
to him. The first thing it appears he did was tegeh Jesus-ref Jn 1:15. There is no reason ievbahrough Scripture that
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Lk 3:3 (pt 1).

Mt 3:2.

AND HE (WENT) INTO ALL THE (REGION)
(AROUND) (the) JORDAN,

AND (PROCLAIMING THE MESSAGE),

John had any connection to any of the excavatedriessommunities or any other sect as some haveesiggly His
appearance is a fulfillment of Isa 40:3 and otlarshould be illustrated further in the text. ldene in the spirit of Elijah-
ref Mt 11:14, 17:10-13.

Lk 3:3 (pt 1). AND HE, which is John the Baptist—

(WENT) INTO ALL THE (REGION)

(AROUND) (the) JORDAN. After the Word of God came to John, he moved ardhedlordan River area as he taught.
He did not stay in one place all the time. Thedowdordan stretches from the southern part of #ee @& Galilee to the
northern part of the Dead Sea. The verses continue

Mt 3:2. AND (PROCLAIMING THE MESSAGE). John came preaching, as it is written, 1 Cor 1.0RF

REPENT YE (or turn from your sins to God-AFTER THAT IN THE WISDOM OF GOD THE WORLD BY WISDOMKNEW NOT GOD, IT PLEASED GOD BY
JNT): FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS THE FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING TO SAVE THEM THAT BEEVE. John proclaimed—

(NEAR).

REPENT YE: (or turn from your sins to God-JNT). John the Baptist began his ministry about 6 imeiefore Jesus
began His. According to Matthew’s account, thstfinessage that John the Baptist taught was repentahis is what the
people and religious leaders alike needed.

REPENTANCE

One might say that repentance is to correct the error d6 dhimking and one’s ways. Rethink yourselves.
Reconsider your ways. Change your mind. Recognidecansider that you are going in a wrong direction. Think
again, and think what is right in the eyes of holy Godamigg your thoughts, and the attitude you have, and the
things which you do. Rethink again regarding sin and aséin

The change in your thinking (repentance) will produce aghan your attitude and what you do and don’t do. It
will cause you to be more careful in what you say andsdat will be in line with God’s Word. Repentance will
produce a new life for those that are truly sorry foirteias and wrong thinking, if they are willing to let God chang
them. It will cause a person to stop doing evil and begimgdiaght.

When repentance reaches the heart, the heart igsplfiged. Most hearts will cast down repentaaseapplying to
oneself. Only a few hearts will receive it. Omlyfew hearts will rethink itself and repent. Theat inherently does not
want to believe it has been wrong all this time—itois desperately wicked. The heart wants to ptiie finger at other
people and circumstances, not itself. The soresi() each of us have must be searched out amdi foefore they can be
healed. That bears repeating. The sores (oesitt) of us have must be searched out and foundebtiifey can be healed.
Repentance begins a lifelong process of self-exatmim, but most give up. Most fall by the waysata go back to their
old ungodly ways and attitudes. Their old thinkieflects the thinking and attitudes which areratfte ways of the world.

Repentance brings a pardon for one’s sins. Itessftone’s heart. It softens one’s heart to cdyreetceive and
understand the Word of God. A Christ-like, chitéliattitude begins to come forth. A lack of repgéige hardens one’s heart
toward correction. A lack of repentance or a figjlaway from repentance eventually leads to therskdeath, which is
eternal.

Repentance is what people need today. How regiietfutoday that in many churches the word repeiseldom or never
heard. There are many churches that are c8llaistian, but only a few have Christ inside. Most have i§thoutside
knocking on the door, but won't open the door atcHim in-ref Rev 3:20. There are many blind leads the blind, who
are very popular with the masses. There are velgtfew leaders that can see, which are despigeddny.

REPENTANCE (More on Repentance)

Regretfully, this message is seldom heard in miastahes in this generation. It is seldom hearth@nRoman Catholic,
Episcopalian, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyteriad, most other churches, even though it is writtebhkii 3:3-I TELL YOU,
NAY: BUT, EXCEPT YE REPENT, YE SHALL ALL LIKEWISE ERISH. Repentance comes as a result of God’s mercy
It comes as a result of conviction from God regagdiin. It comes because God has prepared a pefssart to hear and
receive as a little child. A person, from theimhe has a change of mind, a change of attituderwGod, toward sin,
toward self, and toward God’s Word. Repentancs fayn the heart—God is right, and “I” am wrong—ukisg in Godly
sorrow for sin, fear of God and of His judgmenthisTchange of attitude results in repentance akidggor God’'s mercy.

A person. who will not admit thev are a sinner hade come short of the alorv of God. has no .
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Mk 1:4 (pt 1).

Lk 3:3 (pt 2), ref
Mk 1:4 (pt 2)

A person, who will not admit they are a sinner hatle come short of the glory of God, has no hope.

The fruit of repentance leads a person to changadpower of God, from the ways of this world he tvays of God as
outlined in the Bible. The fruit of repentanceahxes putting off self-will and allowing God'’s witb prevail in one’s life.
The fruit of repentance becomes evident as a parsimection in life changes. As a result of refggwe and faith in Jesus
Christ as one’s only hope of salvation, a persom abeys God’'s command. They get baptized by imimeiis the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghéstonversion takes place. A person is born-again.

To be blunt—all those throughout the world thatéhaot repented of their sins and received JesustGly their only
hope of salvation, according to the Scriptures, @metheir way to hell. Proclaiming to have faitlhh Christ without
repentance is not true Biblical faith. Do you haaes to hear God’s Word and the billions alreadigell that are weeping
and gnashing their teeth? The verses continue—

John the Baptist proclaimed, repent—

FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS (NEAR). Some might say the Kingdom from heaven is n&&e reason John
gave that people were to repent was because th&BOM OF HEAVEN (or kingdom of the heavens) WAS NEAR
AT HAND. In other words, he was saying the Messmaht hand. In Dan 2:44, it refers to the Godhediven setting up a
Kingdom. As we know now, this will take place whiasus returns at the time of Armageddon. Theagessf the coming
Kingdom is covered in the Old Testament and wagebgal, however the message that repentance wassaegbecause of
the coming Kingdom was unexpected. While manyrdjgent, many also would not. Others thought thsit pecause they
were descended from Abraham, they would be accéptin eyes of God. Most had little idea just Hawfrom God'’s law
they had fallen and did not recognize their neegé&rsonal repentance.

As this commentary is being written, the raptureGafd’s children is near. The message of repentshoald be
proclaimed like never before, yet no such messagmiinding forth as it should. Many people haweneven heard the
termrapture This lack of knowledge, or lukewarmness, or asiin on this subject is one of the many signseftimes
that reveals that the Rapture or (translationpeing caught up) is near.

(So) JOHN (the Immerser) DID BAPTIZE IN Mk 1:4 (pt 1). (So) JOHN (the Immerser) DID BAPTIZE IN THE WILDERNESS (or desert). The Word of

THE WILDERNESS (or desert), God came to John, he preached and baptized. Wllttlok place in the wilderness in all the regiooumd the Jordan.
Chronologically, this may be the first mention afptism in the New Testament. John’s ministry wasniy preaching and
baptizing.

John may have baptized in the wilderness, as sairisrael was a wilderness. It was all but deathé correct teachings
of God. The verses continue—

PREACHING THE BAPTISM OF Lk 3:3 (pt2), ref Mk 1:4 (pt 2). PREACHING THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE. Baptism is the result of a person
REPENTANCE FOR THE (FORGIVENESS)repenting. It may be put this way—in order to laptived, repentance was required. If a person Bibllically repents,
OF SINS (or proclaiming an immersionthen they should certainly seek to be baptizeduliyirhmersion in the name of the Father, and of$loa, and of the Holy
involving turning to God from sin in order to beGhost. (Note-just because a person does get bdptiibes not mean he has truly repented, nor dowsdn that he is
forgiven-JNT); saved.)

John baptizing people occurred prior to the death andreesion of Christ. It was a baptism that was done as a
result of a person’s repentance. People that were bajyzddhn’s baptism were looking forward to the coming of
the Messiah, or after the appearance of Jesus—they liktleateHe was now come. People that believed on Christ at
this time did not yet receive the Holy Ghost, as it is written-3-BUT THIS SPAKE HE OF THE SPIRIT,
WHICH THEY THAT BELIEVE ON HIM SHOULD RECEIVE: FOR HE HOLY GHOST WAS NOT YET
GIVEN; BECAUSE THAT JESUS WAS NOT YET GLORIFIED.)

The baptism that was domadter Christ rose from the dead is also a baptism thatresult of repentance-ref Acts 2:28. It
is to be administered to those that believe on<theff Mk 16:16. However, a person cannot be kagtinto Christ if they
do not believe on Christ. It is also being baptirgo His death and resurrection-ref Ro 6:3-5.e @rght say that when we
are buried with Him by baptism, we are to die tli aad then as it is written-EVEN SO WE ALSO SHOUMIALK IN
NEWNESS OF LIFE-Ro 6:4. As should be mentionedcesgtimes in this commentary-infant baptism, sdng baptism,
and any baptism done prior to a person repentidgoatieving on Christ with all their heart is ngotiam at all.

The message of repentance is so vastly importaattittis first mentioned by Mark in chapter 1,se#.
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Page 124 John was preaching the baptism of repentance—

FOR THE (FORGIVENESS) OF SINS (or proclaiming an immersion involving turning to God from sin in order to
be forgiven-JNT). The message portrayed in this verse is seldowlginoed in churches today. The JNT conveys tha ide
that baptism is an indication that a person isitigro God from sin. Infant and sprinkling baptikawve replaced God’s way
of baptism in many misled churches.

Forgiveness from the dictionary means: to excuse flault or offense. To stop feeling anger oergment against. To
absolve from payment. Biblically, it means the dabt (which all have, for all have sinned) thatutes in the second death
is paid in full because of Christ’s sacrifice. Tiesult of being forgiven is—it is as if it neveagpened. It is erased and
forgotten by God through the blood of Christ, asgdél the sin debt for all that would repent angtin Him.

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 127 REPENTANCE
For more on “Repentance,” see Mt 3:6; 3:8; 3:112fptk 3:18; Jn 3:18.

Repentance can be said to mean: a change of mihd aomplete turn around from the heart—

which results in: the change and turn around oémsqn’s attitude, emotions, direction, thoughtd)aweor, fruit, ways,
and works away from sin, selfishness, and worldkre

to: the ways of God and His Word.

God creates within a person a new heart, whicHtsegua new life and new thinking.

The old is put off, and the new is put on.

Those that once disagreed with the Bible, now feli¢ is completely true. The unholy becomes holhe prideful
becomes humble, meek, and childlike. The dishdmesdmes honest. The unkind becomes kind. Thargiming becomes
forgiving. The unjust becomes just. The accusgpssaccusing. The complainer stops complainifige sinner becomes
freed from sin. The self-centered becomes Chastared. By the grace of God, those that were lmlind become
heavenly bound. Their sins are pardoned.

Repentance is a change of mind from dependencaan own efforts and self, to depending and trgstatally on God-
ref Mt 18:3. God is our Father, and as a littldcdcdepends completely upon his father, a chilé&Gofl depends totally upon
his heavenly Father. When our heavenly Fathes tellhow, when, where, and what to do, He is alwigps. He will meet
all our needs (not necessarily our desires). Thhoald be no argument (rebellion and stubbornneg#en we come to
God, we become ehild of God, not an adult of God. We need to admitioumaturity and inability to live apart from our
heavenly Father. Few people will ever humble thedwes in this manner.

Before repentance, a person produced fruit (attitude amnksyvaccording to the ways of this world and self.

As a result of repentance from the heart, a personit(&ttitude and works) begin to mirror the ways of God ey th
power of the Holy Spirit.

Hardness is replaced with softness, with childlikenessotection from God and His Word. Liars stop lying,
thieves stop stealing, drunkards stop drinking, smokerssstofiing, drug addicts stop taking drugs, people involved
in sex outside of marriage stop, and homosexuals stoge &d conceit is replaced with humbleness and meekness.
Hate and ungodly anger is replaced with love.

Repentance is not turning over a new leaf and ngakitNew Year’s resolution. It is an inner chanlgat takes place
through the power of God in a person’s heart.

Initially, a person repents to come to God. Howeaéter this, repentance is a daily thing. Thememany that repent one
day under some emotional circumstance, but the wert day they go back to their ungodly ways. Tisahot true
repentance. We may say that we begin with repeatdiut continue steadfast through faith. Faitly oomes from hearing
or dwelling in and understanding the Word of Gdehith grows as we hear, read, study and obey G&@disl. As we are
faithful in this, understanding also grows. Litiléord and little obedience equals little faith. té®f God’'s Word and
obedience equals great faith.

Repentance admits the following: it has no hopeat¥ation or claim upon God without repentance tndt in Jesus
Christ.

Repentance may be defined in this manner. It@a sacrifice and surrender of oneself to obey submit to the Word
of God in all situations. Anything short of thissin. Dependence on one’s own efforts apart f&md is sin.

It means deny self and take up your cross dailyfatalwv Jesus-ref Lk 9:23.

You come broken, humbled, in a helpless, hopelessprthy state, renouncing everything, and turdesus as your only
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hope of salvation. You come acknowledging thaidH8od Almighty and you are not worthy to tie Hise laces.

It means as Job said in Job 42:6-| ABHOR (or hatdespise) MYSELF, AND REPENT IN DUST AND ASHES hi$
is not the kind of repentance that is being tauigmost churches today, because most people dwardtto come to Jesus
by the way of the cross and the way of truth.

Preaching such as WHOSOEVER HE BE OF YOU THAT FOREAH NOT ALL THAT HE HATH, HE CANNOT
BE MY DISCIPLE is rarely heard or understood anyeabk 14:33.

John the Baptist said-Jn 3:30-HE MUST INCREASE, BUIMUST DECREASE. This applies to all that repent.

REPENTANCE MEANS STOP, TURN, AND CHANGE

According toWebster's New World Dictionaryhe word "repent” means the following: “To feekbuegret over (an
action, intention), as to change one's mind, eftHis is further confirmed in the Bible, as we réad2 Cor 7:10-FOR
GODLY SORROW WORKETH REPENTANCE TO SALVATION. Theext part of the verse states, NOT TO BE
REPENTED OF. In other words, you turn away fromwallful sin, and you do not go back. The nexitpaf the verse
gives us a warning: BUT THE SORROW OF THE WORLD WKER'H DEATH. A person’s attitude about sin changes.
Before salvation, a person enjoyed sin. They weteconcerned about disobeying God. They follotemir own moral or
immoral convictions. Their own desires were manpartant to them than obeying God. They were #mear of their own
so-called universe. But now, they begin to ha&resginful or evil way. It is written, YE THAT LOKE THE LORD, HATE
EVIL-Ps 97:10. THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS TO HATE BVPv 8:13.

Thus, repentance (to repent) means we admit we airener, and we feel terrible about our sins. aMesorry about our
sins. We deeply regret what we have done and idiregnto turn from all sin. We change direction.

We are willing to change our mind about our singr [estyle changes.

We are willing to forsake all our sins and giverthep. To put it straight forward, we are willing ‘stop all willful sin.”
We do a complete turn around. This is repentanbigh is an absolute condition for salvation.

Psalm 119:59,60 gives us another definition of repentahde written, | HAVE CONSIDERED MY WAYS AND
HAVE TURNED MY STEPS TO YOUR STATUTES. | WILL HASHN AND NOT DELAY TO OBEY YOUR
COMMANDS-NIV.

Some people have stopped doing a particular sin not bechtrse repentance or Godly sorrow about their sin, but
because of certain circumstances. One of many possiatepées is a person might stop drinking or smoking for
health reasons. Another example, is a person might stépghsex outside of marriage because of the fear of getting
AIDS. This is not repentance. “Turning over a new Teas,some people may say, is not true repentance.

Once a person truly repents, their parents, resatiemployers, husband or wife, friends, and otimerg persecute them.
Other things may happen. Incredible temptationy mecur. It is written, regarding ungodliness: & &4, 12-14-
WHEREIN THEY (the unsaved) THINK IT STRANGE THAT YRUN NOT WITH THEM TO THE SAME EXCESS OF
RIOT, SPEAKING EVIL OF YOU: BELOVED, THINK IT NOTSTRANGE CONCERNING THE FIERY TRIAL
WHICH IS TO TRY YOU, AS THOUGH SOME STRANGE THING APPENED UNTO YOU: BUT REJOICE,
INASMUCH AS YE ARE PARTAKERS OF CHRIST'S SUFFERINGIHAT, WHEN HIS GLORY SHALL BE
REVEALED, YE MAY BE GLAD ALSO WITH EXCEEDING JOY. IF YE BE REPROACHED FOR THE NAME OF
CHRIST, HAPPY ARE YE; FOR THE SPIRIT OF GLORY ANDFOGOD RESTETH UPON YOU: ON THEIR PART
HE IS EVIL SPOKEN OF, BUT ON YOUR PART HE IS GLORHED.

We are to repent no matter what the cost and nbtagk into willful sin. We stand by faith-ref 2 Cb:24.

REPENTANCE MEANS TO PUT OFF THE OLD AND PUT ON THE NEW

Repentance means that we put off the old man, lthevays, the past; and we put on the new man, éve ways, the
future.

It is written, PURGE OUT THEREFORE (or get rid GlHE OLD LEAVEN (or sin), THAT YE MAY BE A NEW
LUMP (or a new creation in Christ)-1 Cor 5:7.

THEREFORE IF ANY MAN BE IN CHRIST, HE IS A NEW CREPURE: OLD THINGS ARE PASSED AWAY;
BEHOLD, ALL THINGS ARE BECOME NEW-2 Cor 5:17.

We also PUT OFF CONCERNING THE FORMER CONVERSATIONE OLD MAN (or the old ways), WHICH IS
CORRUPT ACCORDING TO THE DECEITFUL LUSTS; AND BE REEWED IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUR MIND; AND
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THAT YE PUT ON THE NEW MAN, WHICH AFTER GOD IS CREPED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUE
HOLINESS-Eph 4:22-24.

LIE NOT ONE TO ANOTHER, SEEING THAT YE HAVE PUT OFF THE OLD MAN WITH HIS DEEDS (our
old sinful ways are put off, they are repented of)AND HAVE PUT ON THE NEW MAN, WHICH IS RENEWED IN
KNOWLEDGE AFTER THE IMAGE OF HIM THAT CREATED HIM-Col 3:9,10 . We can only be renewed in
knowledge through God's Word We cannot be renewed in the wisdom that marsgive

NO MAN PUTTETH A PIECE OF NEW CLOTH UNTO AN OLD GARENT, FOR THAT WHICH IS PUT IN TO
FILL IT UP TAKETH FROM THE GARMENT, AND THE RENT ISMADE WORSE-Mt 9:16. This happens because
THE PIECE THAT WAS TAKEN OUT OF THE NEW AGREETH NOWITH THE OLD-Lk 5:36.

NEITHER DO MEN PUT NEW WINE INTO OLD BOTTLES: ELSHHE BOTTLES BREAK, AND THE WINE
RUNNETH OUT, AND THE BOTTLES PERISH: BUT THEY PUTBEW WINE INTO NEW BOTTLES, AND BOTH
ARE PRESERVED-Mt 9:17.

The Holy Spirit is not to be put into an unrepemninner else the bottles break, and the wine @y Spirit) runneth out,
and the bottles or person perishes. But ratherHibly Spirit is put into new bottles (a repentpatson that has put away
sin, that has put off sin, that has put off thewddss, that has put off the old man) and both azegrved.

REPENTANCE ALSO MEANS TO "START" AND "OBEY"

Not only do we stop doing those things which arengr but we "start" doing those things which aghtij and "obey"
God's Word. For the person that can read—the nuahe thing he begins doing is reading and studtfiegBible. It is
written, AS NEWBORN BABESPDESIRE(or craves or are starving for) THE SINCERE MILKFQHE WORD, THAT
YE MAY GROW THEREBY: IF SO BE YE HAVE TASTED THAT HE LORD IS GRACIOUS-1 Pe 2:2,3. First a baby
must be born. Then it needs to be fed good milréav. First a person must be born again. Thes,anly through God's
Word that we can learn what is right and wrong md& eyes. It is only by God's pure Word that we grow in faith,
because faith comes only by the Word of God (tH#eBi Worldly stories such as is heard in mostrches does not help a
person to grow.

A person that can read and claims they are savddyrly reads a few chapters a week, would appgeaetmisled. It
would appear true repentance has not taken plaseould seem that they are not serious about gadiration, and obeying
God's Word. It appears the desire for God’'s Wbl ts in a newborn Christian is not present imtiref 1 Pe 2:2.

They may have stopped willful sin, but have not beguR@bLOW JESUS For Jesus would lead them to begin
reading and studying HIS Word heavily so they can grdwst as a new plant in a garden needs water, so the new
born-again Christian needs God's Word. If you gavewa plant in a garden only a few drops of water a wiek,
would soon wilt and then die. If you give a new born-a@inistian only one, or two chapters a week, they mag soo
die, or perhaps they never were born-again to start with.

It is written, LEARN OF ME-Mt 11:29. We are to hidaod's Word, study God's Word, meditate in GodgdVand read
God's Word. If a person claims they are born-agah God's Word does not take first place in thifs then it is a good
indicator that the person is not truly born-agai, only thinks they are. They are deceived.

To follow Jesus is, number one-to learn HIS Word abey it. It is written, Mt 4:19-FOLLOW ME. Mt832-FOLLOW
ME. Mt 9:9-FOLLOW ME. Mt 16:24-IF ANY MAN WILL COME AFTER ME, LET HIM DENY HIMSELF, AND
TAKE UP HIS CROSS, AND FOLLOW ME. Mt 19:21-COME ANFOLLOW ME. Many more times these words appear
in the Bible, also. The message is loud and cl@aperson, even a preacher, a denominational les@th, someone that goes
forth to evangelize, BUT does not meditate, studgd, hear, learn, and obey God's Word is not fallgwing Jesus. As
alluded to already, a person that can read, bdsreery little of the Bible and makes excuses @dstaloes not appear to be
FOLLOWING JESUS. They are not serious about G@ébsd, which is Jesus. Repentance may never haea falace. A
fruit of repentance is doing what God's Word sagsperson that does not LABOUR in God's Word, @t ttioes not dwell
in God's Word, cannot grow in faith, in knowledgewisdom, and in understanding.

The evidence of repentance is good fruit (attitade works). It is written, WHEREFORE BY THEIR FRI8 YE
SHALL KNOW THEM-Mt 7:20.

*  The willful, intentional practice of sin stopslt does not slow down. It does not get reduceds said, the willful,
intentional practice of sin—it stops. As somelo$twas indicated previously, it needs to be sgaira
* Lying stops.
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Mt 3:3 (pt 1).

Mk 1:2 (pt 1), ref

Lk 3:4 (pt 1).

Lk 3:4 (pt 2).

Mk 1:2 (pt 2), ref

Lk 3:4 (pt 3).

Mt 3:3 (pt 2) ref
Lk 3:4 (pt 4).

Mk 1:2 (pt 3).

FOR THIS IS (THE MAN) THAT WAS
SPOKEN OF BY THE PROPHET (ISAIAH),

AS IT ISWRITTEN IN

THE BOOK OF THE WORDS OF

(ISAIAH THE PROPHET),

SAYING,

BEHOLD, | (will) SEND MY MESSENGER
(AHEAD OF YOU), WHICH SHALL
PREPARE (YOUR) WAY BEFORE (YOU).

Deceitfulness stops.

Stealing stops. Restitution begins to take place

Hatred ceases.

Forgiveness for all who have wronged us takesela

Sex, outside of a marriage recognized by Godyssto

Fornication stops.

If a person is not married according to God's Wdahen a separation takes place until the marimgecomplished in
accordance to God's Word. Believers dating unbedfeis to stop. The person should also be baptigefull immersion
afterwards.

*  Selfishness stops.

* Smoking and alcohol stops.

*  Ancestor worship, and worshipping angels, and alesn and "so-called” saints and idols of every kivduding nature,
stops Worship is reserved for the Jesus of théeBiHe is JESUS CHRIST IS COME IN THE FLESH-27Jn

Praying to the dead, or to, or through "so-called"tsaior Mary stops. Prayer beads stop.

Astrology stops.

A person begins to fear God as the Bible says.

Studying and obeying the Bible begins.

Doing God's will begins.

Following and obeying God begins from the heart.

(See Mt 3:8 for more commentary on repentance.)

E N T
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The worthiness of Christ cannot be attained uhgl ainworthiness of self is understood-ref Rev BIO15:21; Lk 7:6;
Heb 11:38; Ro 1:32; Acts 13:25. The verses coertiru

Mt 3:3 (pt 1). FOR THIS IS (THE MAN). The man being prophesied about is John the Baptis
THAT WAS SPOKEN OF BY THE PROPHET (ISAIAH), SAYING. Isaiah wrote the following passage about 712
B.C. The verses continue—

Mk 1:2 (pt 1), ref Lk 3:4 (pt 1). AS IT IS WRITTEN IN. These are words that are repeated many timdsilNéw
Testament. They usually refer to passages thasapp the Old Testament as we know it today. Vidrees continue—
IN

Lk 3:4 (pt 2). THE BOOK OF THE WORDS OF

Mk 1:2 (pt 2), ref Lk 3:4 (pt 3). (ISAIAH THE PROPH ET). Mark’'s Gospel uses the words, AS IT IS WRITTEN IN
THE PROPHETS—indicating more than one. Two proplspbke some of the words: Isaiah and Malachi (fustber on).
John puts his stamp of approval on the prophetseasy from God. In a manner of speaking, they their stamp of
approval on John the Baptist as he fulfilled thepbecy.

For those Jews that believed the Old Testamentetepusing their prophecies was a power tool. VEnges continue—

Mt 3:3 (pt 2) ref Lk 3:4 (pt 4). SAYING,

Mk 1:2 (pt 3). (a) BEHOLD, | (will) SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD OF YO U), Now that the passage has
been fulfilled, we know that it was saying that Geduld send John the Baptist ahead of His only tiegdSon which is
Jesus Christ. The verse continues—

(b) WHICH SHALL PREPARE (YOUR) WAY BEFORE (YOU). John the Baptist would prepare the way before
Jesus Christ. As a soldier might go before hisgammy, or workmen might go before a vehicle to make the roads were
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Page 128 clear, or advertising might proceed the circus cnd town, so John Baptist went before the Lordrepare and announce
to the people the coming of the Messiah. JesusiGtonfirmed that it was John the Baptism whicliilfed this prophecy
in Mt 11:9. The verses continue—

Mt 3:3 (pt 3). ), THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING (or calling) IN Mt 3:3 (pt 3). (c) THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING (or calling). The words crying or calling reflects the love and
ref Mk 1:3, Lk THE WILDERNESS (or desert), PREPAREconcern God has for people. It reflects what Jelinin his heart. John said in Jn 1:23, | AM TRDICE. God was
3:4 (pt 5). YE (or make ready) THE WAY (FOR) THE speaking His words through John. He is cryingalling out to the people. It is not the unemotipgalm, dead preaching
LORD (or Adonai), MAKE (STRAIGHT which permeates most churches today. The verséoes—
PATHS FOR HIM!-JNT). (ref Jn 1:23) IN THE WILDERNESS (or desert),

(d) PREPARE YE (or make ready)

THE WAY (FOR) THE LORD (or Adonai). John was referring to preparing for the cominghaf Messiah. We may
say that John was announcing the coming of the istlessnd telling people to prepare their hearts mafte themselves
ready. By John the Baptist using this passage fkbatachi, it proves the one that was coming was Itimg awaited
Messiah, and John was the one that Malachi propti@sdbuld announce to the people to prepare.

Some of the words that John spoke were spoken dbytephets—note the italics. Mal 3BEHOLD, | WILL SEND MY
MESSENGER, AND HE SHALL PREPARE THE WAY BEFOREAME) THE LORD, WHOM YE SEEK, SHALL
SUDDENLY COME TO HIS TEMPLE, EVEN THE MESSENGER OFHE COVENANT, WHOM YE DELIGHT IN:
BEHOLD, HE SHALL COME, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. Y& two (not quoted here) covers His second coming
which John did not quote. There is also a sintifaitd Ex 23:20. John changed the words from MaladtHE WAY
BEFORE MEo YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU

The verse continues—

(e) MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT ( or STRAIGHT PATHS FOR HIM!).

Some of the other words that John spoke are id@s&THE VOICE OF HIM THAT CRIETH IN THE WILDERNESS,
PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORBDAKE STRAIGHTIN THE DESERTA HIGHWAY FOR OUR GOD John
omitted the wordéN THE DESER&nNd changed the wordsHIGHWAY FOR OUR LOR PATHS FOR HIM.

Both passages as spoken in the Old Testamenttréfeéirst coming of Christ as well as His return.

Note this verse announcing the first coming oflthed appears in all 4 Gospels-ref Mt 3:3; Mk 1:%;2:4; and Jn 1:23.

John then went on and quoted passages from Isaat@45. They appear only in Luke's Gospel. It is actually
announcing the second coming of the Lord. Thewamses from Luke’s Gospel (Lk 3:5,6) covers whatdh will be like
after the Battle of Armageddon as well as the @etiuce of the Lord.

Lk 3:5. EVERY VALLEY (or ravine) SHALL BE Lk 3:5. (f) EVERY VALLEY (or ravine) SHALL BE FILLE D (in). This shall happen during the Battle of
FILLED (in), AND EVERY MOUNTAIN Armageddon as the greatest earthquake in the yristdhe world occurs. The verses continue—
AND HILL SHALL BE BROUGHT LOW (or (g) AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL SHALL BE BROUGHT LO W (or leveled off). This shall happen during
leveled off); AND THE CROOKED (or the Battle of Armageddon also. The verses continue
winding roads) SHALL BE MADE (h) AND THE CROOKED (or winding roads) SHALL BE MAD E STRAIGHT. This shall happen during the Battle
STRAIGHT, AND THE ROUGH WAYS (or of Armageddon also. The verses continue—
roads) SHALL BE MADE SMOOTH,; (i) AND THE ROUGH WAYS (or roads) SHALL BE MADE SMO OTH (ref Isa 40:4).This shall happen during the
Battle of Armageddon also. F, g, h, and i should hapgsethe great earthquake strikes the entire earth. As
Armageddon draws to a close, the earth shall be a \diffttyent place, both physically and spiritually. Sin shall be
removed from the earth in one day-ref Zech 3:9. (&)-teeight things are mentioned.
While f, g, h, and i refer to His second coming, they aso refer to our hearts being prepared by God for
repentance. Indeed, there should be no pride amondmteat day but men’s hearts failing them for fear. Asper
that repents is brought and made low. Those that do remttrepall be brought even lower-to hell.

Lk 3:6. AND ALL (MANKIND) SHALL SEE THE Lk 3:6. AND ALL (MANKIND)
SALVATION (or deliverance) OF GOD. SHALL SEE THE SALVATION (or deliverance) OF GOD. At the time of Armageddon, immediately after the
tribulation of those days, Jesus shall return wwgroand great glory. All shall see the deliveraot&od (ref Isa 40:5).
It is written in Rev 1:7-BEHOLDHE COMETH WITH CLOUDSAND EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIMAND THEY
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Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 131

ALSO WHICH PIERCED HIM: AND ALL KINDREDS OF THE EARH SHALL WAIL BECAUSE OF HIM.

BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON AND ITS RESULTS

The greatest earthquake in the history of the ward the Battle of Armageddon immediately after tifiteulation will
cause the earth to be shaken so much, that thetaiosirshall be much lower, the valleys shall bledilin and the rough
places shall be smoothed out.

The tongue of the Egyptian sea shall be destrofAt, the mountains are moved. They are shaKée mountains melt
like wax. Then, mountains of the world disappe®@rhere there were mountains, there should be piataad rolling hills.
The mountains, as they are, will no longer be found

There will continue to be hills. Upon every higlountain and hill there will be rivers and strearhsvater.

The tall buildings of the world fall. The citie§ the world are destroyed.

Where there were islands in the oceans, therebwitiothing.

The foundations of the world will be discovered.

The earth melts.

The earth shall suffer desolations.

The earth shall be utterly broken down.

The earth shall be clean dissolved or split asunder

The earth shall be emptied and spoiled.

The earth shall be removed or sway like a hut éwind.

The earth shall be moved exceedingly or completiebken.

It shall go back and forth like a drunkard.

The earth shall remove or be shaken out of heeplac

The earth shall be turned upside down or made tewas

Every valley shall be filled.

Every mountain and hill shall be brought low.

The crooked shall be made straight.

The rough ways shall be made smooth.

The earth will become desolate.

The landscape of Israel will be greatly changexdbdrders will extend far beyond their current tanes.

Currently, the tallest mountain in Israel is Moudgrmon, which is slightly less than 10,000 feetowsdver, it shall be
made low, along with all the other mountains iraé&dr The tallest mountain in Israel will be Mowibn, the mountain of
the Lord. There will also be rivers and streamsrugvery high mountain.

Where there were mountains, there should be plateau

There will be rivers and streams upon all the laiitsl high places.

Israel’s cities will be destroyed. Structures banexpected to crumble to the ground; no tall lings will be left at all.
The crooked places in Israel will be made straigftte rough places will become smooth or plaine Valleys will be lifted
up and have fountains.

The wilderness in Israel will become like Eden. t&va shall break out. The dry and thirsty lands kiéive springs and
pools of water. Pastures shall spring forth.

There will be joy, gladness, thanksgiving, and doahein the wilderness or desert.

Where there are now thorns, the fir tree will growhere there are now briers, there will be thetlayree.

The high trees will be made low, and the low tnesbe made high.

The rivers of Judah will flow with water.

Israel will be greatly changed.

* THE TOWERS FALL-Isa 30:25

Israel’'s STRONGHOLDS will be thrown down-Mic 5:11
* |Israel’s cities, God says, SO WILL | DESTROY-Mic 5:14

* THE CROOKED SHALL BE MADE STRAIGHT-Isa 40:4
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THE CROOKED SHALL BE MADE STRAIGHT -Lk 3:5

THE ROUGH PLACES (shall be made) PLAIN-Isa 40:4
THE ROUGH WAYS SHALL BE MADE SMOOTH -Lk 3:5

EVERY VALLEY SHALL BE EXALTED-Isa 40:4
EVERY VALLEY SHALL BE FILLED -Lk 3:5

EVERY MOUNTAIN ...SHALL BE MADE LOW-Isa 40:4

EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL SHALL BE BROUGHT LOW  -Lk 3:5

FOR THEMOUNTAINS SHALL DEPART-Isa 54:10

THE MOUNTAINS WERE NOT FOUND-Rev 16:20

AND THERE SHALL BE UPON EVERY HIGHVIOUNTAIN ...RIVERS AND STREAMS OF WATERS-Isa 30:25

EVERY...HILL SHALL BE MADE LOW-Isa 40:4

THE HILLS BE REMOVED-Isa 54:10

UPON EVERYHIGH HILL , RIVERS AND STREAMS OF WATERS-Isa 30:25
| WILL OPEN RIVERS INHIGH PLACES -Isa 41:18

| WILL OPEN...FOUNTAINS IN THE MIDST OF THEVALLEYS -Isa 41:18

| WILL MAKE THE WILDERNESS A POOL OF WATER-Isa 41:18
FOR IN THEWILDERNESS SHALL WATERS BREAK OUT-Isa 35:6
| GIVE WATERS IN THEWILDERNESS-Isa 43:20

ZION...HE WILL MAKE HER WILDERNESS LIKE EDEN-Isa 51:3

| WILL EVEN MAKE A WAY IN THE WILDERNESS-Isa 43:19

There will be STREAMS IN THEDESERT-Isa 35:6

I WILL...MAKE...RIVERS IN THE DESERT-Isa 43:19

| GIVE...RIVERS IN THE DESERT-Isa 43:20

ZION...HER DESERT LIKE THE GARDEN OF THE LORD-Isa 51:3

| WILL MAKE...THE DRY LAND SPRINGS OF WATER-Isa 41:18

AND THE PARCHED GROUND SHALL BECOME A POOL-Isa 35:7

THE THIRSTY LAND SPRINGS OF WATER-Isa 35:7

THE RIVERS OF JUDAH SHALL FLOW-Joel 3:18

INSTEAD OF THETHORN SHALL COME UP THE FIR TREE-Isa 55:13
INSTEAD OF THEBRIER SHALL COME UP THE MYRTLE TREE-Isa 55:13

| THE LORD HAVE BROUGHT DOWN THE HIGHTREE, HAVE EXALTED THE LOW TREE-Ezek 17:24

IN THE HABITATION OF DRAGONS, WHERE EACH LAY, SHAL BE GRASS WITH REEDS AND

RUSHES-Isa 35:7

*

ALL THE LAND SHALL BE TURNED AS A PLAIN FROM GEBA TO RIMMON SOUTH OF JERUSALEM-

Zech 14:10

*

The land SHALL BE LIFTED UP...FROM BENJAMIN'S GATEINTO THE PLACE OF THE FIRST GATE, UNTO

THE CORNER GATE, AND FROM THE TOWER OF HANANEEL UNO'THE KING'S WINEPRESSES-Zech 14:10
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Mt 3:4 (pt 1), ref
Mk 1:6 (pt 1)

Mt 3:4 (pt 2).

Mt 3:4 (pt 3), ref
Mk 1:6 (pt 2).

Mk 1:5 (pt 1).
Mt 3:5 (pt 1).
Mk 1:5 (pt 2).

Mt 3:5 (pt 2), ref
Mk 1:5 (pt 3).

Mt 3:5 (pt 4), ref
Mk 1:5 (pt 4).

AND

THE SAME

JOHN (WORE CLOTHES) OF CAMEL'S
HAIR, AND A (LEATHER BELT) ABOUT
HIS (WAIST); AND HIS (FOOD) WAS
LOCUSTS AND WILD HONEY.

AND

THEN

THERE

WENT OUT TO HIM

ALL

* AND MEN SHALL DWELL IN IT, AND THERE SHALL BE NO MORE UTTER DESTRUCTION; BUT
JERUSALEM SHALL BE SAFELY INHABITED-Zech 14:11. Ehverses continue—

Mt 3:4 (pt 1), ref Mk 1:6 (pt 1). AND

Mt3:4 (pt2).  THE SAME

Mt 3:4 (pt 3), ref Mk 1:6 (pt 2). JOHN (WORE CLOTHE S) OF CAMEL'S HAIR, AND A GIRDLE (or
LEATHER BELT) ABOUT HIS (WAIST). Elijah is mentioned in 2 Ki 1:8 as being GIRT VATA GIRDLE OF
LEATHER ABOUT HIS LOINS. The Scriptures tell usathElijah will come before the great and dreadfay df the Lord
which is Armageddon. Wearing a rough garment wabslic of being a prophet-ref Zech 13:4. The gsreontinue—

AND HIS (FOOD) WAS LOCUSTS AND WILD HONEY. Would any that are reading or hearing this obey @nd
eat locusts and wild honey and live as John thei&afid? There appears to have been no prideptdythumility in John,
yet he was sent to announce the coming of God-tessih. His life was an exampled&nying selfs it is written in Lk
9:23-AND HE SAID TO THEM ALL, IF ANY MAN WILL COME AFTER ME, LET HIM DENY HIMSELF, AND
TAKE UP HIS CROSS DAILY, AND FOLLOW ME, ref Mt 162 Mk 8:34. He conformed to the ways of God. slt i
reported that locusts and wild honey was a commenhid the region that John was in. It was a fiietthe poorest of
people. Locusts are mentioned in Lev 11:22 as<fdbdt could be eaten that were clean. John hadoridly aspirations.
He was not seeking for worldly fun, conveniencesgessions, or relationships. His priority wadddhe work which God
had sent him to do out of a pure heart. His fodothing and manner of life sent a clear message ¢ovetous, pleasure
seeking people.

There are few today that preach as John did. Tfesgehat do are ridiculed. Many of the major dergations try to
discredit them. Many radio and television statiand networks, even Christian ones will not cahneirt preaching.

John came as a humble servant. He did not draessénclothing. He ate things as the poorest meopght eat, yet the
religious leaders and rulers heard him, but rigidutim.

John the Baptist, the one anointed to prepare theof God on this earth, did not come with greanppbut came as a
humble servant. In the eyes of God he was greahlibhe eyes of man he was something to be moaididuled, and then
killed.

Today’s churches often seek to lift and exalt peo@dohn came to humble them.

The lower we become the more prepared we will benandesus returns.

DENY SELF BIBLE STUDY
1 Tim 1:16; Heb 12:1-4; Mt 16:24; Mk 8:34; Lk 14:33; 2 Cdt5 Num 15:39; 2 Tim 2:21; Titus 2:12; 1 Jn 2:6; Ro
8:29; 1 Jn 4:17; 2 Cor 10:3,5; Jn 3:30; Lk 9:24; Mt 19:21; MOB8LX 13:33; Lk 14:26,27; Lk 14:33; Mt 6:19-21; Lk
16:13; Acts 20:17-24; Ro 12:1,2; 1 Cor 7:23; Ro 15:1-3. ldistins of denying self-Lk 1:80; Mk 1:6; Mk 2:14; Mk
8:35-38; Mt 19:27; Lk 8:58; Mk 10:17-25; Mt 19:27-29; Mk 10:28-Bk 12:22,31; Lk 18:28-30; Acts 4:32-37; Phili
3:8.
The verses continue—

Mk 1:5 (pt 1).  AND

Mt 3:5 (pt 1). THEN

Mk 1:5 (pt 2).  THERE

Mt 3:5 (pt 2), ref Mk 1:5 (pt 3). WENT OUT TO HIM

Mt 3:5 (pt 4), ref Mk 1:5 (pt 4). ALL. The wordall that is used in this and sometimes other verses lmeat/ be

summarized, as is written by an excellent scholae-word ‘all” brings out the...imperfect tense used in Greékcould be
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Mk 1:5 (pt 5).

Mt 3:5 (pt 5), ref
Mk 1:5 (pt 6).

Mk 1:5 (pt 7), ref
Mt 3:5 (pt 3).

Mt 3:5 (pt 6).

Mt 3:6, ref Mk
1:5 (pt 8).

said that people came from all these areas. rbissaying that every person went. It does sigaitarge number. The
verses continue—

THE (COUNTRYSIDE) OF Mk 1:5 (pt5).  THE (COUNTRYSIDE) OF
(JUDEA), Mt 3:5 (pt 5), ref Mk 1:5 (pt 6). (JUDEA),
AND (THE PEOPLE) OF JERUSALEM, Mk 1:5 (pt 7).  AND (THE PEOPLE) OF JERUSALEM,

AND ALL THE (whole) REGION (or district) Mt 3:5 (pt 6). AND ALL THE (whole) REGION (or distr ict) (AROUND) (the) JORDAN. God sent the people
(AROUND) (the) JORDAN, to John. John was making an impact. Note therdidd is given of the people coming to John. Pheple kept coming
and coming. Multitudes of people did believe JtdimBaptist was a profit from God-ref Mt 21:26.

CHURCHES TODAY
TODAY'S CHURCH

Note—In India as well as Africa, some people arlling to travel miles each day on foot and hundrefimiles by other
means to hear preaching such as John the Baptist di

In Europe, the United States, Canada, and othestridlized areas where a high standard of livixigte, most people are
not willing to humble themselves. They are notingl to walk across the street to hear this typéeathing. They are not
even willing to turn on their television to listeeyen when it is brought to them in their houseosMvant to be entertained,
not convicted of their sins and ungodly lifestyMost are into self interest, not following Jesus.

Yet the people in Judea came from long distancestlyjnby foot, to the wilderness to hear the teaghof John the
Baptist. Some humbled themselves, shared his aepraepented, and got baptized. Some came fer a¢hasons such as
mocking, accusing and disputing. Those called @ @ill go out, leaving the hustle, the pressumed #nsions of this life
to seek the real milk of the Word with a soft hearhey will be still, listen, and examine themssl\by God’s Word.

Yet then, as today, as one travels forward in tipeghaps a year or more, few of those people hantntied steadfast in
the Word. Few are growing in faith and knowledgewdtnessed by their fruits-ref Mt 7:13,14, 20-Zzal 3:1-4. They
became forgetful hearers-Ja 1:25. They have aid@ystony, or thorny heart. They fall away-ref 843. Many do the
works of God and look holy when they go to chur@hen they go home, act like the devil, and judtifgmselves.

Today, the large, beautiful, comfortable, air conditionedrdfes in America and other places with their elegant
choirs, superb entertainment, soft seats, and nice, relagee;onvicting type of teaching, certainly attract people.
People want to be made to feel good about themselveseandniforted. They do not want to be condemned and
admonished because of their sin and the way they act.

These churches usually produce few converts thastand against the schemes of the devil. Thisfeg cry from the
uncomfortable, barren, wilderness where John cdliedsinners exactly what they were—vipers, ankasd the wrath to
come, and fire. The area in which John preachbdlmw sea level. It may also have been hot. VEnses continue—

AND WERE (being) BAPTIZED (or Mt 3:6, ref Mk 1:5 (pt 8). AND WERE (being) BAPTIZED (or immersed). The word baptize (or baptizo) means to
immersed) (BY) HIM IN (the) JORDAN immerse, to submerge, or dip completely under. véises continue—
(River), (AS THEY CONFESSED THEIR (BY) HIM. First repentance was preached, and then thosewtrat willing to admit and repent of their sins, eer
SINS-NASB). baptized by John the Baptist. The verses continue—
IN (the) JORDAN (River). Ro 6:4 and Col 2:12 came after the resurrectfa@hoist, but nevertheless clearly shows that
water baptism is not by sprinkling. It is writteBURIED WITH HIM IN BAPTISM (or buried in the watgiNTO DEATH.
Christian baptism—after the death and resurrectibiChrist as well as John’s baptism is and was udly ilmmersion.
Sprinkling and infant baptism are counterfeits—&sence they are no baptisms at all. Man and eoeligespecially
Catholicism) has turned the right way into a cotfeteway which is no way. Water baptism todaydserved for those that
have placed their trust in Jesus Christ as thdyrloope of salvation. A baby cannot do this. Theses continue—
(AS THEY CONFESSED THEIR SINS-NASB). Note, a public confession of their sins went hamldand with baptism
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Mt 3:7 (pt 1).

WARNING TO THE PHARISEES

29% TO 30 YEARS AFTER JESUS’ BIRTH

BUT WHEN HE SAW MANY OF THE

which was a result of repentance. The confessias more than publicly admitting the guilt of thsins under conviction
from God, it was a childlike willingness from thedrt to turn from sin by the power of God. Thepleavere repenting and
looking forward to coming of the Christ. Pride deeto be repented of and destroyed in the life &fua born again
Christian. People that wish to follow Christ, neechumble themselves, face the difficulty of ssthmination by the Word
of God, and then confession. It is a humbling eepee to openly confess ones sins before manyleedride, self will,
and being concerned about what people will think sealdom do this. True repentance, will. A baannot confess their
sins.

The doctrine of REPENTANCE, open confession, anchiliation is something people do not want to heaarthis
generation. Perhaps that is one reason why thierscafew real conversions. Most people that clhiay are a Christian
and believe they are going to heaven, are not krtmy@hrist. When humility is absent, so is salvati Being wise in ones
eyes, self centered, or conceited, is the pathwayetl. There will be no conceit and pride in kreff Isa 14:15-17. By a
person confessing that they are guilty of sin amdthy of death, they become pardoned and receiwebli the grace and
mercy of God. Jesus came to call sinners to repest not the righteous. For more on “repentasee”Mt 3:8; 3:11 (pt 2);
Lk 3:3 (pt 2); Lk 3:18; Jn 3:18.

Note-Those people that read this, that attend a church teatidfant baptism and or sprinkling baptism, it is
suggested that you depart from that church and find atautiderstands the Scriptures more clearly. If theyadp n
they may be found to be a follower of the blind whickdi¢he blind. This also includes those that baptize in thee na
of Jesus (which symbolizes that they do not believe onewhazh is manifested in the three persons of the Trinity).

Mt 3:7 (pt 1). BUT WHEN HE SAW MANY OF THE PHARISEE S AND SADDUCEES COME TO HIS

PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES COME TO BAPTISM (or coming to where he was baptizing-NIV, o0 coming to be immersed by him-JNT).
HIS BAPTISM (or coming to where he was
baptizing-NIV, or coming to be immersed by PHARISEES

him-JNT),

It is reported that the religious group, (or what teday might call the denomination of the Phasgsegiginated about
130 years before Christ was born. It has beemattd by one authority that they numbered abou® 600is reported that
their name meant “separated ones”. They sat ineSlageat-ref Mt 23:2. They were unsaved, hypaaiitieligious leaders
during the time of Jesus. They tried to follow tesaic law exactly, however their understandinghef law was often
flawed. They instigated many of their own laws &rmdlitions which were contrary to good sound t&aghand which made
God’s Word of none effect-ref Mt 23:13-35; Mk 7:13hey taught for doctrines the commandments of-reémMt 15:9.
Many of them did not think of themselves as sinmefsLk 18:10,11. In Judaism, the Pharisees weng influential.
Nearly all people thought of them as very Godlydk44. They loved the chief seats in the synagaggesetings in the
markets, and to be called Rabbi, Rabbi-ref Mt 23:6They honored God with their words, but in vahey worshipped
Him. Their hearts were far from Him-ref Mt 15:8,Fhey were far from God. They were blind lead&frthe blind-ref Mt
15:13,14. They were envious of Jesus-ref Mt 2a11@ Mk 15:10. They were enemies of Christ. Tlwd®odox men often
ridiculed, and tried to discredit the teachingdesus openly. They even went so far as to sagsofslthat he cast out devils
by Beelzebub the prince of the devils and that k& &n unclean spirit-ref Mt 12:24; Mk 3:30. Somerevso evil that they
committed the unforgivable sin and thus had noiptesssiope of ever being saved-ref Mk 3:28-30. Ttieyught and feared
that if they left him alone that all men would comeebelieve on Him and the Romans would come akd tavay their
nation-ref Jn 11:48. What a shock if must havenie¢hem as John told them to repent.

They rejected God's message spoken through Johrkrgf30. They, as well as the people—questiomenicked, and
accused both John and later Jesus of many thiigsy did not believe John. Some even accused dbhaving a devil-ref
Mt 11:18; 21:32.

They were so hard and evil, that even though timeykand admitted Jesus had done many miracleskttey he raised
the dead-ref Jn 11:44-47, and they knew He wasaoaf, @et they hated Him-ref Jn 3:2 and 11:47. Tiveye so evil that
they even wanted to kill Lazarus whom Jesus hagtdairom the dead-ref Jn 12:10. Later, they ke God raised Jesus
from the dead, yet they still tried to stop thosegghing in His name-ref Mt 28:11-13 and Acts 31724:1-18.

There are many such, righteous and holy looking,spiritually blind, religious leaders in today’burches also. There
are multitudes of spiritually blind people thatrtkiboth their religious leaders and themselvesodr€od but they will
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Lk 3:7 (pt 1).

Mt 3:7 (pt 2). ref
Lk 3:7. (pt 2).

Mt 3:7 (pt 3), ref
Lk 3:7 (pt 3).

Mt 3:7 (pt 4).

Lk 3:7 (pt 4).

Lk 3:7 (pt 5).

Mt 3:7 (pt 5),

THEN (John)

HE SAID

(TO)

THEM,

THE (CROWDS)

THAT CAME FORTH TO BE BAPTIZED (or
immersed) (BY) HIM,

O GENERATION (or brood) OF (SNAKES),
WHO (HAS) WARNED YOU TO FLEE (or

eternally perish, as it is written-ref 2 Cor 11:13-

SADDUCEES

The religious group of the Sadducees were thosestiid there is NO RESURRECTION, NEITHER ANGEL, NOR
SPIRIT-Acts 23:8, ref Mt 22:23. It has been sdidttthese were anti-religious. They did not beliévat the dead would
rise. The two groups (the Pharisees and Saddubebsyed differently and were adversaries, yey floéned together in
their opposition to Jesus Christ. John’s impadc s@great that even many of these religious Isacime. What a shock it
must have been to them as John by the directidheofoly Spirit also told them to repent, yet thvayuld not. Jesus (Who
is God) showed them clearly through the Scriptutes they did greatly err-ref Mk 12:27, that theig echot know (or
understand) the Scriptures, neither the power af-@b Mk 12:24. When Jesus had finished correctiregSadducees the
people were astonished. Even the Pharisees headndgtted that Jesus had effectively showed trdd&eees that they
were wrong. The Sadducees were put to silenchiref2:34. Yet despite this, did they repent? &newer is no. They
continued in the error of their ways.

They now know they were wrong. When people diefits¢ death upon the earth, they go to be withudd¢ they are
born-again), or they go to hell-ref Lk 16:22,23.

It is reported that they seemed to die out afterdibstruction of Jerusalem in about 70 A.D.

Much of what is called the Christian church of tpigas the Pharisees and Sadducees of the ddgsud. They are set
in their deceived ways. They have little true ustinding of the Scriptures, yet they do not belithis. Many deceived
people follow these blind leaders of the blind dochot understand that they will perish.

FUNERALS
When have you ever heard a preacher or priest tsdgyat a funeral that the dead person was nowelihbeing
tormented. The Scriptures clearly show that thishat happens to most people, yet much of todadgtgy seem to indicate
that their people all go to heaven when they diany claim to be a Christian, but have little urs@nding of what it means
to be a real, born again Christian as indicatethbir converted attitude and their fruits.. Thewé a knowledge of God in
their minds, but He is not in their hearts doirldeachanging work in their lives. The verses ¢oue—

Lk 3:7 (pt 1). THEN (John), that is John the Baptist—

Mt 3:7 (pt 2), ref Lk 3:7 (pt 2). HE SAID

Mt 3:7 (pt 3), ref Lk 3:7 (pt 3). (TO)

Mt3:7 (pt4). THEM,

Lk 3:7 (pt 4). THE (CROWDS). John did not preach at the people as most do/toHi@ did not preach about the
Bible, or about the law, or about the prophets. pisached directly to their hearts the actual Wafd&od. This kind of
teaching IS QUICK, AND POWERFUL, AND SHARPER THANNY TWOEDGED SWORD, PIERCING EVEN TO
THE DIVIDING ASUNDER OF SOUL AND SPIRIT, AND OF THHOINTS AND MARROW, AND IS A DISCERNER
OF THE THOUGHTS AND INTENTS OF THE HEART-Heb 4:1Zhis is the kind of preaching that makes somengpe
while some others become hostile. John did nahtéa please men, but to please God. Most peopeoist churches have
never heard this kind of teaching. The verse coes—

Lk 3:7 (pt 5). THAT CAME FORTH TO BE BAPTIZED (or i mmersed) (BY) HIM. Note, “crowds” came.
There were many people that repented and cameliaftzed. The verses continue—

Mt 3:7 (pt 5), ref Lk 3:7 (pt 6). O GENERATION (or brood) OF (SNAKES). Note, John spoke to them harshly and
honestly. His words seem motivated by the fact tieaseen the Pharisees and Sadducees comingpokie t® the crowds
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Mt 3:8, ref
Lk 3:8 (pt 1).

escape) FROM THE WRATH (or punishmentwhich especially included the Pharisees, Saddughes is the religious leaders), but even thoseé wexe repenting—he
TO COME? called them snakes. He cut right through thefrrigiteous exterior openly.

Jesus also called the Pharisees serpents, ye tienavhvipers-ref Mt 23:33. Jesus went on to d4gw can ye escape
the damnation of hell?-ref Mt 23:33.

God, through John was also telling Israel exacthatthey were and that they need to repent. Ratiyethere is little
honest preaching of this kind in the generatiomna® live. Biblically illiterate people today migkty, “God would never
speak to people this way. God is love.” Indeexfole people are Biblically saved, it may be sdidhany that they are a
generation of snakes. John said—

WHO (HAS) WARNED YOU TO FLEE (or escape)

FROM THE WRATH (or punishment) TO COME? We escape the wrath to come through repentantdaith in
Jesus. From the question that John asked, theyecaime forth a prophecy. That prophecy was Heaetwas going to be a
time of wrath coming.

Within about 40 years, the Roman army did comedasiroyed Jerusalem and the nation of Israel.

One may also consider the wrath of God to come duriadribulation period and immediately after the tribulation
which is the Battle of Armageddon. Following Armageddoantthere is the judgment when Jesus has returned and
sits upon the Throne of His Glory-ref Mt 25:31. The avtwrath” is mentioned about 13 times in the Revelation as
pertaining to the tribulation period.

One might consider the wrath of Satan that will come duringrithaation period, as it is written: Rev 12:12-WOE
TO THE INHABITERS OF THE EARTH AND OF THE SEA! FORHE DEVIL IS COME DOWN UNTO YOU,
HAVING GREAT WRATH, BECAUSE HE KNOWETH THAT HE HATHBUT A SHORT TIME.

One might consider the final judgment that will come is uponratpentant people. We are told to flee, flee from
the wrath that is to come—flee to Christ and His mercy. VEiges continue—

BRING FORTH THEREFORE (or produce, or Mt 3:8, ref Lk 3:8 (pt 1). BRING FORTH THEREFORE (or produce, or bear) FRUITS
bear) FRUITS (WORTHY) (OF) (WORTHY). Note, it is written in Lk 21:36-PRAY ALWAYS, THATYE MAY BE ACCOUNTED WORTHY...TO
REPENTANCE (or fruit in keeping with STAND BEFORE THE SON OF MAN. The verses continue—
repentance-NASB) (or if you have really turned (OF) REPENTANCE (or fruit in keeping with repentance-NASB) (or if you have really turned from your sirs to
from your sins to God, produce fruit that willGod, produce fruit that will prove it!-JNT). In other words, bring forth evidence that is tiefy of repentance and that
prove it!-JNT): will prove you have truly repented. Repentanaoissaying you are sorry and ashamed of your bintsyet you continue to
do them. To try and correct the unrepentant peaple especially the religious leaders was inggltinthem, as it is written,
THE PHARISEES WERE OFFENDED, AFTER THEY HEARD THEAYING-Mt 15:12.
By the fruits each of us display, it can be knofuepentance was real or was in word only.
Trees with bad fruit, that is thorns or thistlesthieir attitude and works, or bear no good frué emt down and thrown
into the fire.

REPENTANCE
For more on “repentance” see Mt 3:6; 3:11 (pt K 3t3 (pt 2); Lk 3:18; Jn 3:18.
(Pg. 122; 124; 125; 126; 135; 148; 267; 280)

For a person to say they are saved, to pretend aheysaved, and to try and act and talk like theysaved is not
repentance. To turn over a new leaf as some nsightis not repentance. Repentance is not a watka ltommand that
involves the surrender of ones self to God from Hleart. It is putting away the willful practice sfn, rebellion,
stubbornness, pride, and selfishness (or self-cegiess) from the heart under conviction from ttodyFBpirit.  Without
repentance there can be no salvation. Mt 7:2228riate that many people do works that look tikey are of God, but true
enduring Biblical repentance did not take placeneyl perish. The result of true faith (or trust)Jesus Christ is being
converted, being born-again, being changed, renepgting off the old man, and putting on the neanm The proof or
evidence of true Biblical faith in Jesus Christbeing converted, of being born-again, is a charsgétlide from the heart
and the putting away of the willful practice of sincluding stubbornness and rebellion against @od His Word. A
changed life emerges that begins to reflect bemgfarmed to the image of Christ-ref Ro 8:29. Whenee there was
stubbornness and excuses, now there is a lovidlipgvheart. There now emerges a childlike, humddiitude to God’s
correction. The fruits of the Spirit of God ane tworks of God that are prompted or produced &saltrof faith begin to
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Page 136 come forth. Thus, the judgments are according ddksv—the evidence of faith. Many say they havénhfai Christ, but
there is no evidence of true Biblical repentance tamst. As it was just written, IF YOU HAVE REAM.TURNED FROM
YOUR SINS TO GOD, PRODUCE FRUIT THAT WILL PROVE It 3:8 JNT. (Produce fruit in keeping with
repentance-NIV.) Every person that does not bidmth good fruit is cut down and shall perish-ref ®119. True Biblical
baptism by immersion does follow repentance, howavet everyone that does get baptized has Bilbjicapented. John
begins to address what a changed attitude shofléttran some of the verses to follow. Repentaisceirning from your
sins and faith is turning to God with fruits asdmnce. Water baptism was for those that had teggnted. Apart from true
repentance from the heart, and genuine trust idekas Christ, water baptism has no meaning. @fses continue—

Mt 3:9 (pt 1). AND THINK NOT Mt 3:9 (pt 1). AND THINK NOT

Lk 3:8 (pt 2). AND BEGIN NOT Lk 3:8 (pt2).  AND BEGIN NOT

Mt 3:9 (pt 2), ref TO SAY (or think) Mt 3:9 (pt 2), ref Lk 3:8 (pt 3). TO SAY (or think), or make excuses
Lk 3:8 (pt 3).

Mt 3:9 (pt 3), ref WITHIN YOURSELVES (or don't suppose Mt 3:9 (pt 3), ref Lk 3:8 (pt 4). WITHIN YOURSELVES (or don't suppose you can comfort yourselves by gig-

Lk 3:8 (pt 4). you can comfort yourselves by saying-JNT)NT). In other words, don't even begin to think you prstified and saved. The unrepentant, worldly, aaith heart can
WE HAVE ABRAHAM (FOR) OUR find many ways and excuses to make itself beliei®going to heaven. However, there is only ane tvay—it is through
FATHER: FOR | (TELL YOU), THAT GOD true repentance and trust in the Messiah. God &rmmaw ungodly thoughts and words. God’s Word daasprofit us if our
IS ABLE OF THESE STONES TO RAISE UPhearts choose to believe the lying thoughts we taatecontradict His ways. Humbleness is neededéfis to follow God.
CHILDREN (or sons) (TO) ABRAHAM. A person is not to even think or say—

WE HAVE ABRAHAM (FOR) OUR FATHER. These words struck at the very heart of the JeMany thought they
were saved because they were of the seed of Abrafiéuey did not understand that it was not throngtural descent that
they would be saved. They did not understandithsithrough belief, trust, or faith in the Lordslis Christ that they were
really Abraham'’s seed and heirs of the promise@aff 3:9,29. This is what is accounted for rightmss-ref Gen 15:6.
John knew some of the people would justify theme®ler make excuses in such a way that they woydattr&od’s
message. John warned the people not to even haughts that they might be saved because they deseended from
Abraham. Salvation is not inherited. Many in th&eration also make excuses justifying themselsde why God will let
them in to heaven. Many wrongly think they areeshidecause their parents were saved, or they aredt a preacher,
they sing in the choir, go to a Christian churahmay be of a certain race, or nation, or do goocks; or are a good person.
Millions trust in their own goodness. Multitudesity do nearly the same thing in saying that treesettheir own religion,
denomination or church. They put their trust iatthJohn is saying that they should not even begthink that such things
have any bearing regarding being saved. Manyotsnter heaven through another way, another Gospel Gospel of self
reliance. Many do not want to admit how sinfulitla@e. Some even think they are perfect and sinl&hey do not want to
repent and change their habits and lifestyles. yTeenot choose to fear God. They do not wanteigete they will perish
to hell. John’s message here was a warning foplpgavhich may include you) not to believe the wgahoughts or feelings
they had that they were save®alvation has nothing to do with the position orljaa person holds (such as a priest,
preacher, or rabbi), or with the religion or churcla person is part of, or with the good works a pansdoes, or with a
person’s birth or nationality Multitudes in hell felt they were saved, butittfeelings were wrong.

In Jn 8:39-56, about 3 years later, the Jews dided use the very words that John said not to dmiey were talking
to Jesus. Jn-8:39 THEY ANSWERED AND SAID...ABRAHAM IOUR FATHER. The verses continue—

FOR I (TELL YOU), THAT GOD IS ABLE OF THESE STONES. While the people might have thought John
was referring to the stones on the ground, God is albflertdble and soften even hearts of stone to have childiitke fa
in Him. Many Jews had hearts like stones. Jesus edf&rrstones in Lk 19:40.

This may have also been a reference that Gentiles woultb@lsaved-ref Acts 11:18. The verses continue—

TO RAISE UP CHILDREN (or sons) (TO) ABRAHAM. THESE THINGS WERE DONE IN BETHABARA
BEYOND JORDAN-Jn 1:28. It is reported that this is the samea that the twelve stones were taken out of the
Jordan when Joshua pitched in Gilgal, in the east of thebofdericho-ref Jos 4:20.

It has been said that when God raised up the @atttilrch that He was raising up stones to becoilgremn to Abraham.
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Page 137 Only God is able to bring about the new birth. igeihe offspring of Abraham saves no one. Thrahghnew birth (or
being born-again), a person becomes a child of ddma The Bible is showing it is one thing regagdireing the offspring
of someone, but it is something different beingilansissive, obedient child. It could be said tlwdtnlis saying, stop making
excuses and put away wrong thinking.

The kind of teaching that John the Baptist did wionften make people either angry or broken throcmytiviction of the
Holy Spirit. This kind of preaching cuts away #mcuses, the pretense, the trying to appear torbething that one is not.

This kind of preaching is seldom heard in todayiarches, FOR THE WORD OF GOD IS QUICK, AND POWERFUL
AND SHARPER THAN ANY TWOEDGED SWORD, PIERCING EVENO THE DIVIDING ASUNDER OF SOUL
AND SPIRIT, AND OF THE JOINTS AND MARROW, AND IS AISCERNER OF THE THOUGHTS AND INTENTS
OF THE HEART-Heb 4:12.

When attending one of those rare, good Bible temcbhurches, a person may believe that someonwldathe preacher
all about them. They get angry or become brokepedding on their heart, as their inner self izaéed. What really
happened was the Holy Spirit put in the mind of pneacher what to say and then brought the persdariconviction for
their wrongdoing.

Mt 3:10 (ref Lk AND NOW (ALREADY) THE AXE IS LAID Mt 3:10 (ref Lk 3:9). AND NOW (ALREADY)

3:9). (TO) THE ROOT OF THE TREES (ready to THE AXE IS LAID (TO) THE ROOT. The root is the very foundation. It may be ghiglroot is the feet, the heart, the
strike): THEREFORE EVERY TREE WHICH soul, or even the life. When the root is sevehedlife is gone. The axe being laid to the roat imessage of judgment. The
(DOES NOT BEAR) (or produce) GOOD verses continue
FRUIT IS (CUT) (or chopped) DOWN, AND OF THE TREES (ready to strike). Trees (which is plural) here represent peoplepefson seldom knows when the axe
(THROWN) INTO THE FIRE. will strike. An axe, which signifies eternal desttion, is at the feet, heart. life, or soul ofeagon ready to strike, as well as

the nation. It can also represent Israel. Theeveontinue—

THEREFORE EVERY TREE or person—

WHICH (DOES NOT BEAR) (or produce) GOOD FRUIT. Any person that does not repent and does not have
changed attitude reflecting the fruits of the Sgbod fruit) and the works prompted by God. Vkeses continue—

IS (CUT) (or chopped) DOWN. The person that does not bear good fruit is cedgiown. They are judged guilty (for
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God@he verses continue—

AND (THROWN) INTO THE FIRE. The unsaved will be chopped down and cast intdfite. No matter how good
and green the tree looks, if it does not bringhfaybod fruit, it will be thrown into the fire. Nwmatter how good and clean
the cup and platter looks on the outside, if ihds clean on the inside, it will be destroyed-ref 28:25,26; Lk 11:39. No
matter how good and righteous a person looks orotitgide, if the person has not repented and doesring forth the
fruits (or attitude) and works of the Spirit of Gddey will perish.

Jesus spoke almost the exact same words about dathsniater. Mt 7:19,20-EVERY TREE THAT BRINGETH NO
FORTH GOOD FRUIT IS HEWN DOWN, AND CAST INTO THE RE. WHEREFORE BY THEIR FRUITS YE
SHALL KNOW THEM. By the evidence of what a persioes and their attitude you shall know if they@r&od or not.

The only true good trees are those that admit #neybad, confess, and repent of their sins, andttiist in the finished
work of Jesus as their only hope of escaping tlee &hus His righteousness is imputed to us-refiR@-25; Ja 3:23. Only
a good, or good and honest heart can admit it I€EEBIEFUL ABOVE ALL THINGS, AND DESPERATELY WICKED:
WHO CAN KNOW IT?-Jere 17:9. Few people can adhii.t Few people truly repent. Few people in ggreration hear
this message from their preacher, priest, or rahim, few will read the Bible and admit that Godrise. YEA, LET GOD
BE TRUE, BUT EVERY MAN A LIAR-Ro 3:4.

John did not speak respectfully to the religious leadershauligre so respected by the people. He boldly showed
those that came—their sin. He did not seek to comforpebele with smooth, deceitful words. He came to turn their
hearts to God through repentance.

Herod, Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people dllbtang Jesus on the cross. Yet it was people’s sin
that put Him there and His love for the world that brought Hiere.

About 40 to 43 years after this message came fortlel ls@s ravaged by the Romans. Perhaps 100,000 Jedvs d

TODAY'S PREACHING
What would happen if your preacher taught as JobrBaptist, and Jesus taught. It may be that mamyd run out of
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Page 138 the church in disgust. Yet perhaps a few wouldaierand truly repent. Others might try to get pineacher removed from
the church. The kind of revival churches talk @ltoday is usually no true revival at all. Mosopke have a good opinion
of themselves, and the preaching they hear dakesttitchange this false perception.

Many preachers today preach far more about theesehan about Jesus Christ through the pure WBid. John the
Baptist preach about himself, his parents, relatiee job? Did he preach from other people’s wgii or philosophy? Most
preachers today have either lost their way, or maxer found it-ref Mt 7:13-15; Mt 7:21-23; Rev 8:22. PREACH THE
WORD-2 Tim 4:2.

HELL AND THE LAKE OF FIRE

It is written Ja 3:6-FIRE OF HELL-Ja 3:6. The rictan said, in Lk 16:24-FATHER ABRAHAM, HAVE MERCY
ME, AND SEND LAZARUS, THAT HE MAY DIP THE TIP OF Hs FINGER IN WATER, AND COOL MY TONGUE
FOR | AM TORMENTED IN THIS FLAME. Jesus said in Mk43-AND IF THY HAND OFFEND THEE, CUT IT OFF:
IT IS BETTER FOR THEE TO ENTER INTO LIFE MAIMED, TAN HAVING TWO HANDS TO GO INTOHELL ,
INTO THE FIRE THAT NEVER SHALL BE QUENCHED.

Hell is a place of consciousness-ref Lk 16:23,24jaxe of DARKNESS-Mt 8:12; eternal separation frgaur loved
ones-ref Lk 13:28; not the slightest hope of redeaf Mt 25:46. There is the torment of memoryhell. You may
remember every single chance you had to repenyoyetefused-ref Lk 16:27,28.

It is written, WHOSOEVER WAS NOT FOUND WRITTEN INHE BOOK OF LIFE WAS CAST INTO THE LAKE
OF FIRE-Rev 20:15; HELL FIRE-Mt 18:9; Mk 9:47; DEVMRRING FIRE-Isa 33:14; EVERLASTING FIRE-Mt 25:41; a
FIRE THAT NEVER SHALL BE QUENCHED-Mk 9:43; THE LAKEOF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE-Rev 20:10; COALS
OF FIRE-Pv 25:22; UNQUENCHABLE FIRE-Mt 3:12; FURNACOF FIRE-Mt 13:42; VENGEANCE OF ETERNAL
FIRE-Jude 7; RAGING FIRE THAT WILL CONSUME THE ENHES OF GOD-Heb 10:27 NIV; TORMENTED WITH
FIRE AND BRIMSTONE-Rev 14:10; ETERNAL JUDGMENT-Heb:2; EVERLASTING BURNINGS-Isa 33:14;
EVERLASTING CONTEMPT-Dan 12:2; EVERLASTING PUNISHME-Mt 25:46; EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION-2
Thes 1:9; TORMENTED DAY AND NIGHT FOR EVER AND EVERev 20:10; THEY ARE BURNED-Jn 15:6; WHERE
THEIR WORM DIETH NOT, AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHEMk 9:46; THE SMOKE OF THEIR TORMENT
ASCENDETH UP FOR EVER AND EVER: AND THEY HAVE NO REH DAY NOR NIGHT-Rev 14:11; SHAME-Dan
12:2; PAINS OF HELL-Ps 116:3; OUTER DARKNESS-Mt 8;IWEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH-Mt 8:12;
WAILING AND GNASHING OF TEETH-Mt 13:42; HE LIFT URHIS EYES, BEING IN TORMENTS-Lk 16:23; AND
HE CRIED...| AM TORMENTED IN THIS FLAME-Lk 16:24; AVE MERCY ON ME-Lk 16:24. This is the eternal
destiny of most people. The verses continue—

Lk 3:10. AND THE (CROWD) ASKED HIM, Lk 3:10. AND THE (CROWD) ASKED HIM, SAYING,
SAYING, WHAT SHALL WE DO THEN? WHAT SHALL WE DO THEN? Those in the crowd that had a soft heart toward God’'s Wanited to know
what they had to do to be saved. They wanted to know ewidence was needed to demonstrate they had repented.
In this generation, many might tell a person, just say a s@peyer, and you will be eternally saved. Others might
say, just believe on Jesus, and you are eternally sa\gd.is not what John the Baptist said.

PEOPLE ASK JOHN,
“WHAT SHALL WE DO _?”
29% TO 30 YEARS
Lk 3:11. HE (ANSWERED) AND (SAID) (TO) THEM, Lk 3:11. HE (ANSWERED) AND (SAID) (TO) THEM,
HE THAT (HAS) TWO COATS, LET HIM HE THAT (HAS) TW O COATS, LET HIM (SHARE WITH) HIM THAT (HAS) NONE;
(SHARE WITH) HIM THAT (HAS) NONE; AND HE THAT (HAS) (FOOD), LET HIM DO (THE SAME). John did not say give both your coats, or giVe@lr
AND HE THAT (HAS) (FOOD), LET HIM food, but rather if you have two, give one to tleeson that has none. John gave them two thinde.tdHe was showing the
DO (THE SAME). results or fruits of having a right attitude. Jokas telling them to do something that would bédlift for them to do unless
they repented and had a good heart. He was showiirag the attitude of a person that is truly sashduld be like.
Undoubtedly there were some in the crowd that whey heard this would say to themselves, “I wilv@egive one of my
coats away or | will not share my food with anyogeen if they have a need.” While others would hiyngay yes, they
would. We might say he was showing them what as€like attitude should be. He was also saying tilght attitude
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Page 139 was—don't lay up treasures on earth, but rathéeeven. He was saying to give, be generous, akihtiéo those that had
a need. Good works do not produce salvation,dpgmtance and faith in Christ will produce thesédr

Lk 3:12. THEN CAME ALSO (some) (TAX  Lk3:12. THEN CAME ALSO (some) (TAX COLLECTORS)
COLLECTORS) TO BE BAPTIZED (or TO BE BAPTIZED (or immersed). Tax collectors are often detested by the peolket they also came to be baptized.
immersed), AND SAID (TO) HIM, MASTER The verse continues—
(or Teacher, or Rabbi), WHAT SHALL WE AND SAID (TO) HIM, MASTER (or Teacher, or Rabbi),
DO? WHAT SHALL WE DO? Again, John did not say to them to just say aesils prayer or just believe on Jesus which
was to come shortly, and you will be eternally save

Lk 3:13. AND HE SAID (TO) THEM, (COLLECT) NO Lk 3:13. AND HE SAID (TO) THEM,

MORE THAN THAT WHICH IS (COLLECT) NO MORE THAN THAT WHICH IS APPOINTED YOU (or no more than the government assesses-

APPOINTED YOU (or no more than theNIV). John is telling them what may be very difficudt them to do, unless they repented. Tax collscimre and are

government assesses-NIV). sometimes very zealous to collect all they canereh more than they should in some instances. , Tiohs tells them to do
something that would be difficult for a tax collecthat did not have a good heart. He was telliveggn to be honest and do
not cheat anyone. He was showing them what a Qiiesattitude should be.

The tax collector is to deal justly with both thevgrnment as well as with the merchants and peopley are not to

abuse their power. They are not to in any wayoorainy reason charge the people more taxes thahomestly owed.
Neither are they to defraud others and take mooethEmselves.

Lk 3:14. AND (SOME) SOLDIERS LIKEWISE (WERE Lk 3:14. AND (SOME) SOLDIERS. These probably would have been Roman soldierste,Nhe Gentile
QUESTIONING) HIM, SAYING, AND wise men responded to the birth of Jesus. NowilBesuldiers appear to be were responding to Jome'ssage. The verse
WHAT (about us, what) SHALL WE DO? continues—

AND HE SAID (TO) THEM, DO VIOLENCE LIKEWISE (WERE QUESTIONING) HIM, SAYING,

TO NO MAN (or do not take money from AND WHAT (about us, what) SHALL WE DO? Soldiers also came to be baptized and wantechdwvkvhat they

anyone by force-NASB, or don’t intimidateshould do. Again, John did not say to them to §iast a sinner’s prayer or just believe on Jesustwivas to come shortly,

anyone, or don’t extort money), NEITHERand you will be eternally saved. Neither did Jeélhthem they could not be saved because they Gertiles. The verse

ACCUSE ANY FALSELY; AND BE continues—

CONTENT (or satisfied) WITH YOUR AND HE SAID (TO) THEM,

WAGES. DO VIOLENCE TO NO MAN (or do not take money from anyone by force-NASB, or don't intimidate anyone, or
don't extort money),

NEITHER ACCUSE ANY FALSELY;

AND BE CONTENT (or satisfied) WITH YOUR WAGES. Soldiers can sometimes be very violent to peo@ed
forbid, some rape the women, physically hurt amthte others, and kill indiscriminately. Some ifgrand oppress innocent
people. They may steal money or goods. They m@yidate people and force them to give money. yBmmetimes will
accuse people falsely. They are usually paid g koev wage. Again John tells them to do thoseghiwhich might be the
most difficult for them to do unless they repentéte told them three things to do that would bédift for a soldier unless
they had a good heart. He was showing what titedstof following Christ should be. In other werd born-again person
should do these things.

John related to them: stop doing violence to mBn.no violence to your relatives, neighbors, oatyone. Do not use
your authority or power in an unjust way. StopaBitey from people by force, stop intimidating pemphnd stop extorting
money, or goods from people.

John further told them not to accuse people falsely, amdlgstly—

be content with your wages. This is further covered in H&B-BE CONTENT WITH SUCH THINGS AS YE
HAVE. We might say, do not go on strike. Do not compéout your wages. Learn to live within your means. In
reality, those that obey God, God will take care of themraeet their needs as it is also written in the same verse-I
WILL NEVER LEAVE THEE, NOT FORSAKE THEE. Verse 4ades-THE LORD IS MY HELPER.

John did not tell the soldiers to lay down their arms. Hendidell them not to go to war. He did not tell them to
desert the army.
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Lk 3:11 to 14 gives a total of 6 or more thinggdtm These things do not save a person. Theyhareesults of what a
person with a Christ like attitude should do. They fruits of repentance. They are fruits thauth portray that a person is
no longer following the ways of this world, but thvays of Christ. As the people heard these thingdpubtedly some that
did not have a good heart would say to themselVes]l not do these things”. Others would humtilemselves as a little
child and obey God’'s Word. Many there are that@#ne name of Christ, but they have never brougttit fruits that bear
witness that they have repented and are followingst

It is a rare church indeed, in this generation{ thauld answer the question today in this manneerwsomeone would
say, “WHAT SHALL WE DO THEN?”

To summarize some of what John said: give and bergas to those that have a need.

Be honest and do not cheat anyone. Don't stelaé @reedy.

Don’t be violent. Be gentle. Don't accuse falseBe content with your wages and what you haven'Dstrike and
complain.

Three groups of people responded and asked whdt.toThey were (a) the people, (b) the tax collestéc) and the
soldiers. Missing from these that asked were #figious leaders such as the Pharisees, scribegells, Sadducees, and a
group called the Herodians. etc.

Though the Scriptures clearly reflect that mosiaghers, elders, and church members will perightheg are not yelling
out, What must | do to be saved” The blind leadéthie blind are confident they are already savée you among them?

Paul, when he fell on the earth when he was onahd to Damascus, spoke these words, WHAT WILT THQAVE
ME TO DO-Acts 9:6. The number one recommendatiat tan be given is this: Humbly and prayerfullgtady the Bible
Humble thyself and quit making excuses.

BORN AGAIN. CONVERTED

In Acts chapter 2:37, the people were pricked @irtheart and believed on Jesus. The people agkEAT SHALL WE
DO? Peter said: REPENT (this came first), AND BEFH'IZED EVERY ONE OF YOU...Acts 2:38.

These verses of Scripture are telling a person wheb to be converted, to be born again for wrigten

Mt 18:3-Jesus said...EXCEPT YE BE CONVERTED, AND BH@PB AS LITTLE CHILDREN, YE SHALL NOT
ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. A person mustdmme childlike, soft, and humbled to correctiomir&God
and the Bible.

Jn 3:3-Jesus said...EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN AGAIN, HE BNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

BE CONTENT: HARD WORK TO SURVIVE

It is written, IN THE SWEAT OF THY FACE (or by th@veat of your brow) SHALT THOU EAT BREAD (or you Wi
eat your food)-Gen 3:19. Before the curse, Adaththa job of working and taking care of the Gardéikden. This may
have been a sweet and rewarding work as the grormdht forth its increase; however, after the eutse work of Adam
was to be much more difficult. As it is writteM\ THE SWEAT OF THY FACE SHALT THOU EAT. The Lorddd is
pronouncing a judgment of, in sweat and hard waeariness and much labor, you will eat your foadmech shows how
difficult it was with the curse on the ground, i®155:28,29-LAMECH...BEGAT A SON: AND HE CALLED HISIAME
NOAH, SAYING, THIS SAME SHALL COMFORT US CONCERNIN®UR WORK AND TOIL OF OUR HANDS,
BECAUSE OF THE GROUND WHICH THE LORD HATH CURSEDndeed, a difficult life was ahead. It seems men a
often complaining about their work and trying td geound this curse, by working less yet makingendt is written, THE
EYES OF MEN ARENEVER SATISFIED-Pv 27:20. Yet we are to BE CONTENT WI'Bdr WAGES-Lk 3:14.

The verses continue—

JOHN TEACHES ON THE COMING OF
JESUS
29% TO 30 YEARS
Lk 3:15. AND AS THE PEOPLE WERE IN (a state of) Lk 3:15. AND AS THE PEOPLE
(great) EXPECTATION (or were waiting WERE IN (a state of) (great) EXPECTATION (or were waiting expectantly). Because of the time frame of the
expectantly), AND ALL MEN (WERE prophecies in Daniel 9:24-26, the people were eipgthe coming of the Messiah, the Christ, the thra¢ would deliver
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WONDERING) IN THEIR HEARTS them from the rule of the Romans. There are mangraDld Testament Scriptures relating to the cgnahMessiah. Some
(ABOUT) JOHN, (as to) WHETHER HE include Mic 5:2; Isa 9:6,7; Isa 11:1-9; Mic 4:2,3ome of these verses can cover both the firssaodnd coming of Christ,

WERE (possibly) THE CHRIST, OR NOT;

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 142

while some cover only His return. It was not ustieod at that time that Christ would come, be died rise from the
dead, ascend into heaven, sit at the right har@oaf the Father, but then would return sometime #fie rebirth of Israel.
Following are the Scriptures just mentioned.

JESUS. FORECASTS OF JESUS

Dan 9:24-26-(gives the time that Jesus would cdmeefitst time). SEVENTY WEEKS ARE DETERMINED UPON
THY PEOPLE AND UPON THY HOLY CITY, TO FINISH THE TRNSGRESSION, AND TO MAKE AN END OF
SINS, AND TO MAKE RECONCILIATION FOR INIQUITY, ANDTO BRING IN EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS,
AND TO SEAL UP THE VISION AND PROPHECY, AND TO ANGIT THE MOST HOLY. KNOW THEREFORE
AND UNDERSTAND, THAT FROM THE GOING FORTH OF THE OQMMANDMENT TO RESTORE AND TO
BUILD JERUSALEM UNTO THE MESSIAH THE PRINCE SHALL B SEVEN WEEKS, AND THREESCORE AND
TWO WEEKS: THE STREET SHALL BE BUILT AGAIN, AND THEWALL, EVEN IN TROUBLOUS TIMES. AND
AFTER THREESCORE AND TWO WEEKS SHALMESSIAH BE CUT OFFBUT NOT FOR HIMSELF: AND THE
PEOPLE OF THE PRINCE THAT SHALL COME SHALL DESTROYHE CITY AND THE SANCTUARY (this
happened about 70 A.D.); AND THE END THEREOF SHABE WITH A FLOOD, AND UNTO THE END OF THE
WAR DESOLATIONS ARE DETERMINED.

Mic 5:2 (This is the first coming of Jesus). BUHOU, BETHLEHEM EPHRATAH, THOUGH THOU BE LITTLE
AMONG THE THOUSANDS OF JUDAH, YET OUT OF THEE SHALHE COME FORTH UNTO ME (This is the
second coming of Jesus). THAT IS TO BE RULER INRKEL; WHOSE GOINGS FORTH HAVE BEEN FROM OF
OLD, FROM EVERLASTING.

Isa 9:6,7-(This is the first coming of Jesus). FOR UNIT®A CHILD IS BORN, UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN:
(This is the second coming of Jesus). AND THE GOVERNMMESHALL BE UPON HIS SHOULDER: AND HIS
NAME SHALL BE CALLED WONDERFUL, COUNSELLOR, THE MIGTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING
FATHER, THE PRINCE OF PEACE. OF THE INCREASE OFSHGOVERNMENT AND PEACE THERE
SHALL BE NO END, UPON THE THRONE OF DAVID, AND UPOMIS KINGDOM, TO ORDER IT, AND TO
ESTABLISH IT WITH JUDGMENT AND WITH JUSTICE FROM HECEFORTH EVEN FOR EVER. THE
ZEAL OF THE LORD OF HOSTS WILL PERFORM THIS.

Isa 11:1-9-(This is the first coming of the LordA\ND THERE SHALL COME FORTH A ROD OUT OF THE STEM
OF JESSE, AND A BRANCH SHALL GROW OUT OF HIS ROOTAND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHALL REST
UPON HIM, THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, HE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THE
SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF THE FEAR OF THE LORD; AN SHALL MAKE HIM OF QUICK
UNDERSTANDING IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD: (This is theecond coming of the Lord). AND HE SHALL NOT
JUDGE AFTER THE SIGHT OF HIS EYES, NEITHER REPROYETER THE HEARING OF HIS EARS: BUT WITH
RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL HE JUDGE THE POOR, AND REPROWHETH EQUITY FOR THE MEEK OF THE
EARTH: AND HE SHALL SMITE THE EARTH WITH THE ROD OMIS MOUTH, AND WITH THE BREATH OF HIS
LIPS SHALL HE SLAY THE WICKED. AND RIGHTEOUSNESSHALL BE THE GIRDLE OF HIS LOINS, AND
FAITHFULNESS THE GIRDLE OF HIS REINS. THE WOLF AIGBSHALL DWELL WITH THE LAMB, AND THE
LEOPARD SHALL LIE DOWN WITH THE KID; AND THE CALF AND THE YOUNG LION AND THE FATLING
TOGETHER; AND A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM. AND THE COW AND THE BEAR SHALL FEED; THEIR
YOUNG ONES SHALL LIE DOWN TOGETHER: AND THE LION SALL EAT STRAW LIKE THE OX. AND THE
SUCKING CHILD SHALL PLAY ON THE HOLE OF THE ASP, AN THE WEANED CHILD SHALL PUT HIS HAND
ON THE COCKATRICE' DEN. THEY SHALL NOT HURT NOR D&ETROY IN ALL MY HOLY MOUNTAIN: FOR
THE EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LOR, AS THE WATERS COVER THE SEA.

Mic 4:2,3-(This is the second coming of Jesus). DAMANY NATIONS SHALL COME, AND SAY, COME, AND
LET US GO UP TO THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD, AND TO THHOUSE OF THE GOD OF JACOB; AND HE
WILL TEACH US OF HIS WAYS, AND WE WILL WALK IN HIS PATHS: FOR THE LAW SHALL GO FORTH OF
ZION, AND THE WORD OF THE LORD FROM JERUSALEM. ANBIE SHALL JUDGE AMONG MANY PEOPLE,
AND REBUKE STRONG NATIONS AFAR OFF; AND THEY SHALIBEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES,

141



Page 142

Lk 3:16 (pt 1).
Mk 1:7 (pt 1).

Mk 1:7 (pt 2), ref
Lk 3:16 (pt 2).

Lk 3:16 (pt 3).

Mk 1:8 (pt 1), ref
Mt 3:11 (pt 1),
Lk 3:16 (pt 4).

Mt 3:11 (pt 2).

Mt 3:11 (pt 3),
ref Lk 3:16 (pt
5).

Mt 3:11 (pt 4),
ref Mk 1:7 (pt 3),
Lk 3:16 (pt 6).

JOHN ANSWERED,
AND PREACHED,

SAYING,

(TO) THEM ALL,

| INDEED HAVE BAPTIZED (or immersed)

YOU WITH WATER:

AND THEIR SPEARS INTO PRUNINGHOOKS: NATION SHALL NO LIFT UP A SWORD AGAINST NATION,
NEITHER SHALL THEY LEARN WAR ANY MORE.

The verse continues—

AND ALL MEN (WERE WONDERING)

IN THEIR HEARTS (ABOUT) JOHN,

(as to) WHETHER HE WERE (possibly) THE CHRIST, OR NOT. There are almost no Scriptures covering the
period of approximately 397 B.C. to 6 B.C. If thavere any prophets during this time, it is notwno Anna-ref Lk 2:36,
is mentioned shortly after the birth of Jesus. rifhehn the Baptist appears and the people wereexioigdf he could be the
Christ.

Should they have understood the Scriptures theydamave known John was not the Christ. The Clmast to be born of
a virgin in Bethlehem. He had to be from the lgeeaf David and be of the tribe of Judah. Soméwatkto come before the
Messiah (the Christ) to prepare the people.

Lk 3:16 (pt 1).  JOHN ANSWERED,
Mk 1:7 (pt 1). AND PREACHED. Note that John preached. The verse continues—

Mk 1:7 (pt 2), ref Lk 3:16 (pt 2). SAYING,

Lk 3:16 (pt 3).  (TO) THEM ALL,

Mk 1:8 (pt 1), ref Mt 3:11 (pt 1), Lk 3:16 (pt 4). | INDEED HAVE BAPTIZED (or immersed) YOU WITH
WATER. Three baptisms are mentioned in Mt 3:11.

1-Water baptism unto repentance

2-Being baptized with the Holy Ghost

3-Being baptized with fire

Those that gladly received John’s Words did repgidtconfess their sins, and did get baptized yifumersion.

The verse continues—

(FOR) REPENTANCE (or so that you might Mt 3:11 (pt2). (FOR) REPENTANCE (or so that you mght turn from sin to God-JNT). John did not hesitate to

turn from sin to God-JNT):

BUT

(THE ONE) THAT (IS COMING) AFTER ME
IS MIGHTIER (or more powerful) THAN I,

preach repentance. However, many so called preathéese latter days never mention this wordteNhat both baptism
and repentance are connected in this verse. AB8 also connects the two as it is written in-REFEAND BE
BAPTIZED EVERYONE. In being baptized with the biapt of John (or baptism as a result of repentartbe)people were
confessing that they deserved death because of sin.

Indeed, all are under the sentence of death for sinha# come short of the glory of God-ref Ro 3:23. Yet if
person will place their unwavering faith and trust in Chrigt eswritten, they will pass from the second death to life
eternal. For more on “repentance” see Mt 3:6; 3:8; L3 2); Lk 3:18; Jn 3:18.

The verse continues—

Mt 3:11 (pt 3), ref Lk 3:16 (pt5). BUT

Mt 3:11 (pt 4), ref Mk 1:7 (pt 3), Lk 3:16 (pt 6). (THE ONE) THAT (IS COMING) AFTER ME, John is talking
about the coming of Christ. These words mirrotesl words of Mal 3:1 and the two last verses ofQie Testament-Mal
4:5,6. The verses continue—

IS MIGHTIER (or more powerful) THAN I.  Again, the one that is MIGHTIER than John is litveg awaited Messiah,
the Christ. These words reflect that the cominghef Messiah would be soon. They reflect Johnip@se. He was to
prepare the way of the Lord
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Mt 3:11 (pt 5).

Mk 1:7 (pt 4), ref
Lk 3:16 (pt 7).

Lk 3:16 (pt 8).

Mk 1:7 (pt 5), ref
Lk 3:16 (pt 9).

Mk 1:7 (pt 6).

Mk 1:7 (pt 7) ref
Lk 3:16 (pt 10).

WHOSE SHOES (or sandals) | AM NOT Mt3:11 (pt5). WHOSE SHOES (or sandals) | AM NOT WORTHY (or fit) TO BEAR (or carry). John only spoke

WORTHY (or fit) TO BEAR (or carry)

THE

(SANDAL)

(STRAP) OF WHOSE (SANDALS) | AM
NOT WORTHY TO

(even) STOOP DOWN AND

(UNTIE).

of himself in the context that he was nothing coragao Christ. The attitude of John the Baptis$ waat of humility and
unworthiness in comparison with the Christ. It vaasattitude of the lowest of slaves or servarisis is a much different
attitude than what is taught in many churches today

SELF
ATTITUDE

In many churches today “self” is exalted contraryGod’s Word. It is written Mt 23:12-AND WHOSOEVEBHALL
EXALT HIMSELF SHALL BE ABASED; AND HE THAT SHALL HUMBLE HIMSELF SHALL BE EXALTED. Lk
18:10-14-TWO MEN WENT UP INTO THE TEMPLE TO PRAY;HE ONE A PHARISEE, AND THE OTHER A
PUBLICAN. THE PHARISEE STOOD AND PRAYED THUS WITHIMSELF, GOD, | THANK THEE, THAT | AM
NOT AS OTHER MEN ARE, EXTORTIONERS, UNJUST, ADULTHRS, OR EVEN AS THIS PUBLICAN. | FAST
TWICE IN THE WEEK, | GIVE TITHES OF ALL THAT | POSESS. AND THE PUBLICAN, STANDING AFAR OFF,
WOULD NOT LIFT UP SO MUCH AS HIS EYES UNTO HEAVENBUT SMOTE UPON HIS BREAST, SAYING, GOD
BE MERCIFUL TO ME A SINNER. | TELL YOU, THIS MAN VENT DOWN TO HIS HOUSE JUSTIFIED RATHER
THAN THE OTHER. Those that would be raised up higlust begin low.

PREACH THE WORD

Pure God centered preaching is to preach His Word aod gound doctrine. If explanations are needed then use
more of God’s Word. This is the good milk which is lovedtbe few that are called and chosen by God. This
preaching pleases God, but does not please most people.

Man’s preaching takes a smidgen of God’s Word and mixegh lots of worldly stories: of things, of people, of
the preacher, of his family, and his personal adventuBgsne even mix in a few good jokes and lots of fonksks.
Good sound doctrine is often avoided. This watered dkewarm preaching is pleasing to most people that want
to live in sin. It is not pleasing to the few that are calleddm$en by God.

The verse continues—

Mk 1:7 (pt 4), ref Lk 3:16 (pt 7). THE

Lk 3:16 (pt 8).  (SANDAL)

MK 1:7 (pt 5), ref Lk 3:16 (pt 9). (STRAP) OF WHOSE (SANDALS) | AM NOT WORTHY TO

MK 1:7 (pt 6).  (even) STOOP DOWN AND

Mk 1:7 (pt 7) ref Lk 3:16 (pt 10). (UNTIE). Again, John the Baptist was very humble. Folagesto bear or untie the
strap of his master’s shoes was the smallest k$tg®t John was saying he was not even worthytthid for the one that
was coming—the Christ. This is the attitude alirbagain Christians should have. Jesus said riegaddhn the Baptist in
Mt 11:11-AMONG THEM THAT ARE BORN OF WOMEN THERE HPH NOT RISEN A GREATER THAN JOHN
THE BAPTIST. Yet John himself indicated that heswt worthy to carry the sandals of or to eveneutiie sandal strap of
the Christ. There seems to be little fear of Godwen reverencing God in today’s churches or anisogalled” born again
Christians. It is written Ja 4:6-GOD RESISTETH TIRROUD, BUT GIVETH GRACE UNTO THE HUMBLE. A little
child is humble before his father. The childlikeeek, and humble person will usually respond toisEhrThe rich and
famous, those filled with self and pride, and theseking the praise of men usually will not. Aswd be noted further on,
the tares or chaff (those that exalt themselveal) ble burnt up and perish. The wheat (thosehhbatble themselves) shall
be gathered into His barn-ref Mt 13:30.
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Mk 1:8 (pt 2).

Mt 3:11 (pt 6),
Mk 1:8 (pt 3), ref
Lk 3:16 (pt 11).

Mt 3:11 (pt 7),
ref Lk 3:16 (pt
12).

BUT

HE SHALL BAPTIZE (or immerse) YOU
WITH THE HOLY GHOST,

AND (IN) FIRE:

HUMILITY
See the previous verses relating to John the Bastian example of the way a born again Christighbto be. Note that
it is written about Jesus in Phili 2:7,8-BUT MADEIMISELF OF NO REPUTATION, AND TOOK UPON HIM THE
FORM OF A SERVANTAND WAS MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN: AND BEING FOND IN FASHION AS A
MAN, HE HUMBLED HIMSELFE AND BECAME OBEDIENT UNTO DEATHEVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS.
As this Bible study continues there are many exampf the Christ like (born-again) attitude truai€ians should have,
but few people that name the name of Christ doe Vidrse continues—

MKk 1:8 (pt2).  BUT

Mt 3:11 (pt 6), Mk 1:8 (pt 3), ref Lk 3:16 (pt 11).HE (this is talking about the Christ that was sooappear), HE—

SHALL BAPTIZE (or immerse) YOU

WITH THE HOLY GHOST. The wordbaptizewhen used in connection with water meant to sugmes being buried
in the water.

The wordbaptizewhen used in connection with the Holy Ghost habktheee interpretations.

1-This prophecy was fulfilled in Jn 20:22 as it is written: HEEATHED ON THEM, AND SAITH...RECEIVE
YE THE HOLY GHOST. He also opened their minds to ustderd the Scriptures-ref Lk 24:45. This prophecy was
fulfilled the day of His resurrection. Once the Holy Ghaeas given, from then on all that belong to Christ receive the
indwelling of the Holy Ghost as it is written, Ro 8:9-NOW IF ANWAN HAVE NOT THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST,
HE IS NONE OF HIS, ref 1 Cor 12:13. Isaiah had pegid in 44:3-1 WILL POUR MY SPIRIT UPON THY
SEED. Ezek 36:26,27 sometimes used in connection witlvehée covers the millennium.

2-Some relate this statement as Jesus transforming the soitls 3:5 states—NOT BY WORKS OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH WE HAVE DONE, BUT ACCORDING TBIS MERCY HE SAVED US, BY THE
WASHING OF REGENERATION, AND RENEWING OF THE HOLY KBOST.

3-These wordsBAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY GHOS re repeated in Acts 1.5 as it is written-FOR BOFRULY
BAPTIZED WITH WATER; BUT YE SHALL BE BAPTIZED WITHTHE HOLY GHOST NOT MANY DAYS HENCE.
Acts 1:8-BUT YE SHALL RECEIVE POWER, AFTER THAT THHOLY GHOST IS COME UPON YOU: AND YE
SHALL BE WITNESSES UNTO ME BOTH IN JERUSALEM, ANDN ALL JUDAEA, AND IN SAMARIA, AND
UNTO THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH-ref Acts 2:2-4Acts 11:15-16-AND AS | BEGAN TO SPEAK, THE
HOLY GHOST FELL ON THEM, AS ON US AT THE BEGINNING.THEN REMEMBERED | THE WORD OF THE
LORD, HOW THAT HE SAID, JOHN INDEED BAPTIZED WITH \WWTER; BUT YE SHALL BE BAPTIZED WITH
THE HOLY GHOST. It was prophesied by Joel in 2ZBAND IT SHALL COME TO PASS AFTERWARD, THAT |
WILL POUR OUT MY SPIRIT UPON ALL FLESH; AND YOUR SNS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL
PROPHESY, YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS, YOUR YOWUG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS: AND ALSO
UPON THE SERVANTS AND UPON THE HANDMAIDS IN THOSEAYS WILL | POUR OUT MY SPIRIT.

Mt 3:11 (pt 7), ref Lk 3:16 (pt 12). AND (IN) FIRE. Mark's Gospel did not mention these words. Tleeeat least 3
interpretations of the words “AND IN FIRE” or AND WH FIRE, or as some might say “or” fire.

1-This prophecy was fulfilled in Acts 2:2-4, asist written: AND SUDDENLY THERE CAME A SOUND FROM
HEAVEN AS OF A RUSHING MIGHTY WIND,...AND THERE APPERED UNTO THEM CLOVEN TONGUES LIKE
AS OF FIRE, AND IT SAT UPON EACH OF THEM. AND THEWERE ALL FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST,
AND BEGAN TO SPEAK WITH OTHER TONGUES, AS THE SPIRGAVE THEM UTTERANCE. This prophecy was
fulfilled on Pentecost-ref Acts 2:1, ref versestAt:5; 8:16,17.

2-There are many others that equate this portioSaipture with a baptism of judgment or baptismficd on the
unrepentant when Jesus returns. The next Scriptfees to such a judgment and also some of thiptBoes John quoted
did refer to the second coming. Note the nextev¢két 3:12) is relating to the judgment. The setdeath is this: AND
DEATH AND HELL WERE CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE. TH8 IS THE SECOND DEATH. AND WHOSOEVER
WAS NOT FOUND WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE WAS CASTNTO THE LAKE OF FIRE-Rev 20:14,15. This
takes place at the Great White Throne Judgment.

3-There are some that believe this referred tostparation, cleansing and judging of those thaewerenter into the
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Mt 3:12, ref Lk
3:17.

WHOSE FAN (or winnowing fork) IS IN HIS

HAND, AND HE WILL THOROUGHLY

kingdom such as covered in Mt 25:31-46, Mal 4:1Vait 3:2,3.

To be born of the Spirit means that the Spirit irtlsvthe believer. It is written-Ro 8:9-Now if amyan have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his, ref Eph 2:22.

To be baptized in the Spirit is that which is evided by one or more of the Spiritual gifts.

Mt 3:12, ref Lk 3:17. WHOSE FAN (or winnowing fork). (This is something to remove the waste from traéng(or
wheat) by a current of air, a tool used to toséngrato the air so the chaff or unusable part mAnl away), like a pitchfork

PURGE (or clean, or clear out) HIS (threshinghrowing the remains of the pulverized stalks (tusks and grain) into the air. It is a violentgess. The reference is
FLOOR, AND (He wil) GATHER HIS addressing the true believers (the good grain)taedinbelievers (the chaff). Christians will godirgh many different and
WHEAT INTO THE GARNER (or barn); BUT difficult trials and times in their walk with theokd to test their faith, to see if it is genuinadao strengthen their trust and
HE WILL BURN UP THE CHAFF (or straw) dependence in Jesus. Mt 7:25,27 talks about théshlowing and beating upon the house. Thosebthilitupon Jesus will

WITH UNQUENCHABLE FIRE.

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 148

stand firm. Those that do not build upon Jesukhaie a great fall. The verse continues—

IS IN HIS HAND. We may say the fan or winnowing fork that is iis Hand is to test, purge, and prove each persah, a
ultimately which is the chaff and true grain wi# bevealed.. The verses continue—

AND HE (which is Jesus)—

WILL THOROUGHLY PURGE (or clean, or clear out). Jesus will test. prove, and separate. The \wensgnues—

HIS (threshing) FLOOR. When Jesus returns He will clean the earth friom Ele will clear out His threshing floor. He
will separate the good grain (those that trusteldim) from the chaff (or those that did not trustHim). Some people may
ask the question—why am | here? One answer mayp kee who willfollow Jesus and who will not. People are being
tested and proved so He will know what is in theiart. People in Christ that do not bear fruit vl taken away. Those in
Christ that do bear fruit will be purged so it viiting forth more fruit-ref Jn 15:2. All Christiarwill go through a warfare
between the flesh and Spirit. Note the Bible stodybeing proved or tested which should follow #ligor The verse
continues—

AND (He will)

GATHER HIS WHEAT INTO THE GARNER (or barn). Jesus will gather the saints (His wheat), thbse¢ htumble
themselves and trust in Him to be with Him. Thell imherit the kingdom prepared for them from tfoeindation of the
world-Mt 25:35. They will inherit eternal life-rélt 25:46. The verses continue—

BUT HE WILL BURN UP THE CHAFF (or straw). Jesus will burn up the unsaved-the straw, theafit@ble, the
excuse-maker, the conceited, the prideful, thoaeftllow self (the self-centered), those that eXaémselves, and all that
practice sin. They will ultimately go to the la&éfire which was prepared for the devil and higels-ref Mt 25:41. The
verses continue—

WITH UNQUENCHABLE FIRE. The unsaved shall be cast into unquenchable five.3:10 tells us-AND NOW
ALSO THE AXE IS LAID UNTO THE ROOT OF THE TREES: TEREFORE EVERY TREE WHICH BRINGETH NOT
FORTH GOOD FRUIT IS HEWN DOWN AND CAST INTO THE FIR

SELF MUST BE DESTROYED

If self (self-effort self-reliance self-motivation self-will, self exaltation self-esteemself-centerednesself-pride self-
conceit selfish desiresself-interestselfishnesseven self-pity) is not destroyed now and repented of, then expat such a
person will be cast into the lake of fire. The wldrldly nature of self with its flesh, needs todestroyed, so the new nature
can come in and grow. New wine must be put intw hettles so both are preserved-ref Mt 9:17. Tastrdiction of self
begins at repentance. It is a continuing work ofl@ ones life, to those that do not resist ahelre

Should self not be destroyed expect the bottles to be anamd broken, and the wine will run out.

The self centered people will be in the lake of fire and tiliieoe weeping and gnashing of teeth. What pride,
conceit, self reliance, self effort, self motivation, or sslifeem can there be as one is tormented day and nigivefo
and ever?. Are you ready for that judgment?

GROWTH: WHY DON'T MOST CHRISTIANS GROW?
Among the main obstacles hindering the growth ofigGians is this—the word-self. Intelligence, aaducation have
nothing to do with the destruction of self. Twoopke come to Christ. All things are equal. Yeéogmar later the one has
grown in faith, in the fear of God, in the wisdofnGod, and is learning to obey God. The othetiikas they were the year
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previously. Why is this? Some people come to @il a humbled and willing heart and a ready miefidr Pe 5:2; 2 Cor
8:18; Ex 35:5 ready for the master to remold themheir clay is soft. Other people come to God their heart is not
humbled and willing as it ought to be, and theindnis not ready. Their clay is not soft enougheaemolded. These are in
great danger of falling and the wine running out.

John the Baptist said it clearly in Jn 3:30-HE (3#sVUST INCREASE, BUT | MUST DECREASE. If a persis to
follow Jesus, they MUST decrease. Few peoplemadlke this sacrifice. Few will enter heaven. Mait be burnt up as
the chaff. It has been said that our actions mportant, but our reactions are even more imparté&ftw do you react to
adversity? Do you react as Christ would have ymindeach situation that arises?

TESTED
PROVED

Ex 16:4-THEN SAID THE LORD UNTO MOSES, BEHOLD, | \ML RAIN BREAD FROM HEAVEN FOR YOU,;
AND THE PEOPLE SHALL GO OUT AND GATHER A CERTAIN RPFE EVERY DAY, THAT | MAY PROVE THEM
WHETHER THEY WILL WALK IN MY LAW, OR NO.

Ex 20:20-AND MOSES SAID UNTO THE PEOPLE, FEAR NCHOR GOD IS COMETO PROVE YOUAND THAT
HIS FEAR MAY BE BEFORE YOUR FACES, THAT YE SIN NOT.

Deut 8:2-AND THOU SHALT REMEMBER ALL THE WAY WHICHTHE LORD THY GOD LED THEE THESE
FORTY YEARS IN THE WILDERNESSTO HUMBLE THEE AND TO PROVE THEE, TO KNOW WHAT WAS IN
THINE HEARTWHETHER THOU WOULDEST KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS, ORM

Deut 8:16-WHO FED THEE IN THE WILDERNESS WITH MANNANHICH THY FATHERS KNEW NOT, THAT
HE MIGHT HUMBLE THEE AND THAT HE MIGHT PROVE THEETO DO THEE GOOD AT THY LATTER END;

Judges 2:22-THAT THROUGH THEM | MAYROVE ISRAELWHETHER THEY WILL KEEP THE WAY OF THE
LORD TO WALK THEREIN, AS THEIR FATHERS DID KEEP ITOR NOT.

Judges 3:1-NOW THESE ARE THE NATIONS WHICH THE LOREFT, TO PROVE ISRAEBY THEM, EVEN AS
MANY OF ISRAEL AS HAD NOT KNOWN ALL THE WARS OF CAMAN;

Judges 3:4-AND THEY WERHO PROVE ISRAEBY THEM, TO KNOW WHETHER THEY WOULD HEARKEN
UNTO THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD, WHICH HE COMMANED THEIR FATHERS BY THE HAND OF
MOSES.

Jn 6:6-AND THIS HE SAIDTO PROVE HIMFOR HE HIMSELF KNEW WHAT HE WOULD DO.

Ro 12:2-AND BE NOT CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD: BUT BEE TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF
YOUR MIND, THAT YE MAY PROVERVHAT IS THAT GOOD, AND ACCEPTABLE, AND PERFECT, WL OF GOD.

2 Cor 8:8-1 SPEAK NOT BY COMMANDMENT, BUT BY OCCASIN OF THE FORWARDNESS OF
OTHERS, ANDTO PROVE THE SINCERITY OF YOUR LOVE

Some reasons for your existence is to be tested (or@réwesee if you will obey God’s Word, to see if you will
fear Him, and sin not, to know what is in your heart, tovkifoyou will obey, and hearken to His commandments, to
see how you will react to many situations-including difficult atréssful ones, to see if you will keep the way of the
Lord and walk therein, and to test the sincerity of your,lavel to humble you.

THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE AND THE JUDGMENT SEAT O F CHRIST
When Jesus returns-these prophecies of John thesBstmll be fulfilled
(These relate to Mt 2:12 and Mt 3:10)

And THEY SHALL LICK THE DUST LIKE A SERPENT, THEY BALL MOVE OUT OF THEIR HOLES LIKE
WORMS OF THE EARTH: THEY SHALL BE AFRAID OF THE LOR OUR GOD, AND SHALL FEAR BECAUSE OF
THEE-Mic 7:17. This is regarding those that suevArmageddon.

For THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE UNTO A NET, THATWAS CAST INTO THE SEA, AND GATHERED
OF EVERY KIND: WHICH, WHEN IT WAS FULL, THEY DREW D SHORE, AND SAT DOWN-Mt 13:47,48. This is
the gathering of the people for Judgment at thgrjueht seat of Christ after Jesus returns.

And this know, THE HARVEST IS THE END OF THE WORLD; ANTHE REAPERS ARE THE ANGELS-Mt
13:39. This is the gathering of the people for Judgmethiegudgment seat of Christ after Jesus returns.
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For THE SON OF MAN SHALL SEND FORTH HIS ANGELS, ANDHEY SHALL GATHER OUT OF HIS
KINGDOM ALL THINGS THAT OFFEND, AND THEM WHICH DO NIQUITY-Mt 13:41. This is the gathering of the
people for Judgment at the judgment seat of Chfist Jesus returns.

AND HE SHALL SEND HIS ANGELS WITH A GREAT SOUND OR TRUMPET, AND THEY SHALL GATHER
TOGETHER HIS ELECT FROM THE FOUR WINDS, FROM ONE BENOF HEAVEN TO THE OTHER-Mt 24:31,
FROM THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH TO THE UTTERMSD PART OF HEAVEN-Mk 13:27. This is the
gathering of the people for Judgment at the juddrseat of Christ after Jesus returns.

| WILL SEND FOR MANY FISHERS, SAITH THE LORD, AND HEY SHALL FISH THEM; AND AFTER WILL |
SEND FOR MANY HUNTERS, AND THEY SHALL HUNT THEM FR® EVERY MOUNTAIN, AND FROM EVERY
HILL, AND OUT OF THE HOLES OF THE ROCKS-Jere 16:1@his is the gathering of the people for Judgnarthe
judgment seat of Christ after Jesus returns.

HE SHALL CALL TO THE HEAVENS FROM ABOVE, AND TO THEEARTH, THAT HE MAY JUDGE HIS
PEOPLE. GATHER MY SAINTS TOGETHER UNTO ME; THOSHAT HAVE MADE A COVENANT WITH ME BY
SACRIFICE. AND THE HEAVENS SHALL DECLARE HIS RIGHEOUSNESS: FOR GOD IS JUDGE HIMSELF-Ps
50:4-6. This is the gathering of the people fatghaent at the judgment seat of Christ after Jestusms.

Mt 25:31-46-WHEN THE SON OF MAN SHALL COME IN HIS [®RY, AND ALL THE HOLY ANGELS WITH
HIM, THEN SHALL HE SIT UPON THE THRONE OF HIS GLORWND BEFORE HIM SHALL BE GATHERED ALL
NATIONS: AND HE SHALL SEPARATE THEM ONE FROM ANOTHE, AS A SHEPHERD DIVIDETH HIS SHEEP
FROM THE GOATS: AND HE SHALL SET THE SHEEP ON HEBGHT HAND, BUT THE GOATS ON THE LEFT.

THEN SHALL THE KING SAY UNTO THEM ON HIS RIGHT HAND COME, YE BLESSED OF MY FATHER,
INHERIT THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNLTION OF THE WORLD: FOR | WAS AN
HUNGRED, AND YE GAVE ME MEAT: | WAS THIRSTY, AND YEGAVE ME DRINK: | WAS A STRANGER, AND
YE TOOK ME IN: NAKED, AND YE CLOTHED ME: | WAS SI&®, AND YE VISITED ME: | WAS IN PRISON, AND
YE CAME UNTO ME. THEN SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS ANSWER IMl, SAYING, LORD, WHEN SAW WE THEE
AN HUNGRED, AND FED THEE? OR THIRSTY, AND GAVE THEBDRINK? WHEN SAW WE THEE A
STRANGER, AND TOOK THEE IN? OR NAKED, AND CLOTHEDHEE? OR WHEN SAW WE THEE SICK, OR IN
PRISON, AND CAME UNTO THEE? AND THE KING SHALL AN®ER AND SAY UNTO THEM, VERILY | SAY
UNTO YOU, INASMUCH AS YE HAVE DONE IT UNTO ONE OF HE LEAST OF THESE MY BRETHREN, YE
HAVE DONE IT UNTO ME.

THEN SHALL HE SAY ALSO UNTO THEM ON THE LEFT HANDDEPART FROM ME, YE CURSED, INTO
EVERLASTING FIRE, PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ABELS: FOR | WAS AN HUNGRED, AND YE
GAVE ME NO MEAT: | WAS THIRSTY, AND YE GAVE ME NO IRINK: | WAS A STRANGER, AND YE TOOK
ME NOT IN: NAKED, AND YE CLOTHED ME NOT: SICK, ANDIN PRISON, AND YE VISITED ME NOT. THEN
SHALL THEY ALSO ANSWER HIM, SAYING, LORD, WHEN SAWWE THEE AN HUNGRED, OR ATHIRST, OR A
STRANGER, OR NAKED, OR SICK, OR IN PRISON, AND DIROT MINISTER UNTO THEE? THEN SHALL HE
ANSWER THEM, SAYING, VERILY | SAY UNTO YOU, INASMUGCH AS YE DID IT NOT TO ONE OF THE LEAST
OF THESE, YE DID IT NOT TO ME.

AND THESE SHALL GO AWAY INTO EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT BUT THE RIGHTEOUS INTO LIFE
ETERNAL.

For | WILL SAY TO THE REAPERS, GATHER YE TOGETHERMST THE TARES, AND BIND THEM IN
BUNDLES TO BURN THEM: BUT GATHER THE WHEAT INTO MY BRN-Mt 13:30.

AND HE (Jesus) WILL THOROUGHLY PURGE HIS FLOOR, ANGATHER HIS WHEAT INTO THE
GARNER-Mt 3:12.

And they GATHERED THE GOOD INTO VESSELS-Mt 13:48. Tilgsthe gathering of the people for Judgment
at the judgment seat of Christ after Jesus returns.

It is written, WHEN THE WICKED ARE CUT OFF, THOU SHALTEE IT-Ps 37:34. This is the Judgment at the

judgment seat of Christ after Jesus returns.
Indeed, THE WICKED SHALL NOT INHABIT THE EARTH-Pv@30. This is the Judgment at the judgment seat of
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Lk 3:18.

AND (with)y MANY OTHER THINGS (or

Christ after Jesus returns.

For the bad shall be cast away-ref Mt 13:48. Thike Judgment at the judgment seat of Christ déisus returns.

AS THEREFORE THE TARES ARE GATHERED AND BURNED INHE FIRE; SO SHALL IT BE IN THE END OF
THIS WORLD-Mt 13:40. This is the Judgment at thdgment seat of Christ after Jesus returns.

THE WICKED SHALL BE CUT OFF FROM THE EARTH, AND THEHRANSGRESSORS SHALL BE ROOTED
OUT OF IT-Pv 2:22. This is the Judgment at thegjudnt seat of Christ after Jesus returns.

AND (they) SHALL CAST THEM INTO A FURNACE OF FIRETHERE SHALL BE WAILING AND GNASHING
OF TEETH-Mt 13:42,50. This is the Judgment atjtiigment seat of Christ after Jesus returns.

For HE WILL BURN UP THE CHAFF WITH UNQUENCHABLE FIR-Mt 3:12. This is the Judgment at the judgment
seat of Christ after Jesus returns. The verseincer—

Lk 3:18. AND (with) MANY OTHER THINGS (or words, or warning s besides these)

words, or warnings besides these) IN HIS IN HIS EXHORTATION. As shown, John preached, taught, warned, andehpeople. The verse continues—

EXHORTATION PREACHED HE (the Gospel

or Good News) (TO) THE PEOPLE.

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 149

PREACHED HE (the Gospel or Good News)

(TO) THE PEOPLE. John preached and taught many more things tlealisterd in the Scriptures. John’s preaching was
stern and straight forward. He did not teach sapé men but to please God. It may be said thdefmanded repentance
that would lead to a person becoming a new creatimhhaving evidence to prove it. It was not timel lof preaching that is
done in most churches professing Christ todaywal$ not politically correct as a degenerate geioerahight say. How
wonderful it would be if pastors would preach alnlthe Baptist did, as Christ did, and as the #&m®siid. How wonderful
it would be if pastors would preach to please Gatar than to please people and to fill their chascwith the unconverted
and lukewarm Christians.

JOHN THE BAPTIST PREACHED (SUMMARY)

He preached repentance.

He taught that the kingdom of God was near.

He taught about baptism and he baptized people.

He announced the coming of one mightier that He (the Christ)

After Jesus Christ came, he announced that this is Heref30.

He prophesied.

People confessed their sins openly (something fetidse days).

People were baptized.

He called that generation-snakes.

He warned people to flee from the wrath to come.

He warned them about (saying to themselves cethiaigs) or making excuses and trying to justifyntiselves.

He showed what fruits of repentance were.

He warned them and discredited their wrong thoughtsexcuses.

He warned them about not producing good fruit.

He told the people what things to do—which somthefn undoubtedly did not like.

He greatly humbled himself and indicated he wakingtwhen compared to the one that was to come.

He warned people about judgment.

He sought no personal glory or worldly comfortse ¢id not wear soft clothing. He did not eat tinerf foods.

How many of these things does your preacher teddth did not shrink back from preaching repentariziel he preach
to please God or the people? His teaching ultipatest him his head. His preaching offended peopbpecially the
unrepentant. John'’s preaching likely would ndtrfieny churches today. It would drive many peaph@y. Neither John
or Jesus preached using foolishness and jokesrémtgpeople, to lessen the impact of what theyevearying, or to illustrate
something. Neither would one find people laughitygterically as John the Baptist taught. The prigacof John, of
Christ, and the apostles usually accomplished dre@ things. It convicted many of sin, caused saim come to true
Biblical repentance, and angered others.

PREACHING: HOW TO DO IT
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FROM GALILEE TO THE JORDAN
RIVER
JESUS COMES TO JOHN
APP. 30 YEARS AFTER HIS BIRTH
Mk 1:9 (pt 1). AND IT (CAME ABOUT) (shortly thereafter)

PREACH GOD'S WORD
REPENTANCE
For more on Repentance, see Mt 3:6; 3:8; 3:11){dtk23:3 (pt 2); Jn 3:18.
(Pg. 122; 124; 125; 126; 135; 148; 267; 280).

Preachers today tell stories about themselveg, fdmgilies, things they own, and places they wdfia person went and
asked members of most congregations what they lalmwt Jesus and what they knew about their preaoiast would
know far more about their preacher and his fanigntabout God—God forbid. Some of the best comesdiathe world
are not in Hollywood, but in the pulpits. Thererisre laughing in some churches than in fun centers

Many preachers begin their sermons with one tcethierses. Then they use worldly stories to ilatstpoints they want
to make. Is this God’s way or man’s way? Can iyoagine John the Baptist, the Apostles, or Jeaachtag this way?

The FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING-ref 1 Cor 1:21, asnldiu, is needed in today’s churches. This is vgheased
God to save people-1 Cor 1:21. People do not donk@mow God through worldly wisdom-ref 1 Cor 1:2Paul makes it
very clear, 1 Cor 2:4-AND MY SPEECH AND MY PREACHBNWAS NOT WITH ENTICING WORDS OF MAN'S
WISDOM... 1 Cor 1:18-FOR THE PREACHING OF THE CROBSTO THEM THAT PERISH FOOLISHNESS; BUT
UNTO US WHICH ARE SAVED IT IS THE POWER OF GOD.

What are we to preach? It is written, 2 Tim 4:REHACH THE WORD; BE INSTANT IN SEASON, OUT OF
SEASON; REPROVE, REBUKE, EXHORT WITH ALL LONGSUFFERG AND DOCTRINE. Preach the WORD, the
WORD, the WORD. Preach the Bible. This is nokitej about men’s word, but God’s Word—the Biblere&ch Jesus
Christ-ref Ro 16:25. Preach the WORD OF THE LOREsA15:35. Mt 28:19-20-GO YE THEREFORE, AND TEACH
ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY
GHOST: TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THINGS WHATSOESR | HAVE COMMANDED YOU... Lk 24:47-
AND THAT REPENTANCE AND REMISSION OF SINS SHOULD BBREACHED IN HIS NAME AMONG ALL
NATIONS... Did you hear it? Correct and rebuke geopPreach repentance, obedience, and doctrinken\s the last
time you heard a church doing that?

Acts 8:4-THEREFORE THEY THAT WERE SCATTERED ABROAD WH EVERY WHERE PREACHING
THE WORD. By preaching God Word, as God told themdadd not man’s enticing words and worldly wisdom,
many were saved. It is not so today. Despite churahdsministries claiming huge numbers of people coming to
Jesus, where is the evidence? Where are they? \ighttbr repentance? Where is their crucifixion of self?

This is the day (right now) that had to come whesaphing such as John, the apostles, and Jesusvalidf] not be
tolerated. It is written-2 Tim 2:3,4-FOR THE TIM&ILL COME WHEN MEN WILL NOT PUT UP WITH SOUND
DOCTRINE (this is today). INSTEAD, TO SUIT THEIRWN DESIRES, THEY WILL GATHER AROUND THEM A
GREAT NUMBER OF TEACHERS TO SAY WHAT THEIR ITCHINGARS WANT TO HEAR (this is today). THEY
WILL TURN THEIR EARS AWAY FROM THE TRUTH AND TURN AIDE TO MYTHS (this is today)-NIV.

(Milk is the basics of the Bible) Today’s preadhis, at best, nothing more than watered-down niitks no more than a
few basic Scriptures with lots of other things imixed. The milk of the pure word—can one finduitymore? What about
the meat of the Word—perfection? Any mother shaidw that if she mixes one part of milk and 10tpaf water
together and feeds her baby with this, he will sudée after a period of time or at least be veigks So it is in today’'s
churches with Christians or nominal Christians.eyrare sick and blind, and they KNOWEST NOT-ref Reli7. They are
NAKED—that is, they are not clothed with Christtltliey think they are. This is confirmed in todaghurch-Rev 3:14-21.
The whole Laodicean, lukewarm (nominal) church Wil spit out by God unless it repents. Today'srafihas Jesus
standing outside the door, not inside-Rev 3:20days church is asleep-ref Mt 25:4. God'’s kindpoéaching will drive
many people away, but it will drive others to thiaiiees in repentance. Are you one of the manylithkeg most preaching
today, or are you one of the very few that wantsveke up and be corrected, rebuked, and die t@ sdlhe verses
continue—

Mk 1:9 (pt 1). AND IT (CAME ABOUT) (shortly thereaf ter) IN THOSE DAYS,
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Mt 3:13 (pt 1). THEN (CAME) (or arrived) JESUS Mt 3:13 (pt 1). THEN. The word “then” signifies one of the great monsanthistory. The ministry of Jesus is about to
begin. The fulfilment of many prophecies from &l Testament is about to unfold. The unsearehabhes of Christ is
about to be made known-ref Eph 3:8. The mystehjickvfrom the beginning of the world, hath been imdGod, who
created all things by Jesus Christ is about toebealed-ref Eph 3:9. The fullness of the time banhe-ref Gal 4:4. To the
intent that now unto the principalities and powierbeavenly places might be known by the churchntheifold wisdom of
God-ref Eph 3:10. Jesus would soon open His mougharables and utter things, which have been keptet from the
foundation of the world-ref Mt 13:35. The revetatiof the mystery, which was kept secret sinceantbid began is about to
unfold-ref Ro 16:25. The verse continues—THEN

(CAME) (or arrived) JESUS. The ministry of Jesus, which was about to begiould last about 3 %2 years. It would
end at Calvary. The verses continue—

Mk 1:9 (pt 2). THAT JESUS CAME FROM NAZARETH Mk 1:9 (pt 2).  THAT JESUS CAME FROM NAZARETH. (Note-for additional information on Nazareth, sde
1:26; 2:51; 4:16 and Mt 2:23). The verses contirue

Mk 1:9 (pt 3), ref  OF GALILEE, Mk 1:9 (pt 3), ref Mt 3:13 (pt 2). OF GALILEE. This is confirmed in other Scriptures. The toefMNazareth of

Mt 3:13 (pt 2). Galilee was the home of Mary and Joseph. Theeleaivto Bethlehem where Jesus was born to fulidl $criptures. They

remained there for a short time, at which time,wlige men came. Afterward they fled to Egypt toidwthe young child
from being killed. A short time later they retucn® Nazareth which is where Jesus grew up andneeacarpenter. At
approximately 30 years of age, He traveled to dleation of John the Baptist and was baptized. iEhighy He was often
called Jesus of Nazareth. This is also why herefasred to as being of Galilee.

It is written in Mk 6:3-1S NOT THIS THE CARPENTER?His custom was to read in the Synagogue. Lk 4:16-
...NAZARETH, WHERE HE HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP: AND, AS I8l CUSTOM WAS, HE WENT INTO THE
SYNAGOGUE ON THE SABBATH DAY, AND STOOD UP FOR TOHRAD.

Jesus now comes—

Mt 3:13 (pt 3). TO (the) JORDAN (COMING TO) JOHN, TO Mt 3:13 (pt3).  TO (the) JORDAN (COMING TO) JOHN. Jesus humbled Himself. God, the Messiah whicheca
BE BAPTIZED (or immersed) OF HIM. in the flesh, came to John. Jesus Christ MADE HBUS OF NO REPUTATION (or made Himself nothing), ANEDOK
UPON HIM THE FORM OF A SERVANT, AND WAS MADE IN THEIKENESS OF MEN: AND BEING FOUND IN
FASHION AS A MAN, HE HUMBLED HIMSELF, AND BECAME OEDIENT UNTO DEATH-Phili 2:7,8.

The northern Jordan River flows into the Sea ofil€al The southern Jordan River flows out of thetkern part of the
Sea of Galilee and then flows south into the Desal Slesus may have walked eastward, down the minuatthe southern
part of the Jordan River and then southward albegibrdan River until He came to the place whehm dbe Baptist was
baptizing. John grew up near Jerusalem and Jedhazareth. The distance between the two woule lh&en about 65 to
90 miles, depending on which way one would travBle to the difficulty of travel in those days, wsll as the way the
Scriptures read, it appears they seldom, if exaw, each other. The verse continues—

TO BE BAPTIZED (or immersed) OF HIM. The wordbaptizomeans to dip or immerse in the water. It doesmedn
sprinkle. People that want to follow Jesus shalsd do as Jesus did, that is—be baptized byrfutiérsion after repenting
of their sins and after believing on Jesus Chgsheir only hope of salvation.

Jesus was made under the law-Gal 4:4, but wasarotunder the curse of sin from Adam. Jesus newered-ref Heb
4:15. He came to the baptism of John to fulfillrajhteousness. The other people came to thedmamf John because of
sin. Jesus came at an exact time as appointde iSdriptures, as it is written, Gal 4:4,5-BUT WHENE FULNESS OF
THE TIME WAS COME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS SON, MADE Ok WOMAN, MADE UNDER THE LAW, TO
REDEEM THEM THAT WERE UNDER THE LAW, THAT WE MIGHTRECEIVE THE ADOPTION OF SONS.

JOHN WANTED TO BE BAPTIZED
30 YEARS
Mt 3:14. BUT JOHN (TRIED TO STOP) (or prevent) Mt 3:14. BUT JOHN (TRIED TO STOP) (or prevent) HIM. John’s baptism was a baptism reflecting
HIM, SAYING, | HAVE NEED TO BE repentance. Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, did notrepedtance, thus it may be said that John tried to stop Him—
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Mt 3:15.

BAPTIZED (or immersed) OF (YOU), AND SAYING, | HAVE NEED
(YOU COME) TO ME? TO BE BAPTIZED (or immersed) OF (YOU). Note John’s words4HAVE NEEDTO BE BAPTIZED. The words of
John the Baptist should be the words of all petipdé want to follow Jesus, that is—to be baptizgdutl immersion after
repenting of their sins and after believing on 8&Shrist as their only hope of salvation. The e@sntinues—
AND (YOU COME) TO ME? John earlier had said of the coming of the oner &fim, that he was not even worthy to
untie the strap of His sandals. Now the ChristedamJohn to be baptized. How unworthy John mastHelt. Jesus
Christ, who knew no sin, came to John (who was i, ma&inner) to be baptized.
Those closest to God realize how much more of Gey heed. Those further from God sometimes do not.
The closer a person is to the light, the moretdirtan see. The further a person is from the, ltbktless dirt he can see.
Those whose consciousness is seared as with sohotmay see no dirt at all. They may think ofrtiselves as a good
person. They may think they do nothing wrong.
Those that have the purest hearts can see how moiehcleansing they need. The cleaner a persdtimeisnore they can
see the need for more cleansing.
John, the greatest born of women, considered hiraselnworthy and as nothing, as he stood in theguce of Jesus.
This is not the attitude of most ministers and pedapthis generation.

AND JESUS ANSWERING SAID (TO) HIM, Mt 3:15. AND JESUS ANSWERING SAID (TO) HIM,
(LET) (or permit) IT TO BE (THIS WAY) (AT (LET) (or permit) IT TO BE (THIS WAY) (AT THIS TIME ). These are the second set of words that Jesesasded
THIS TIME): FOR (IN THIS WAY) (WE saying in the Bible. Here is God, manifested mfthsh, telling John to let it be so now. Johald@nly obey.

SHOULD) (DO EVERYTHING Jesus never said to John the Baptist that he simatilde baptized. He simply indicated that AT THIME it was time
RIGHTEOUSNESS REQUIRES-JNT). THENfor Him to be baptized. If John was ever baptietdr on is not known. John was filled with theljdGhost even from his
HE (PERMITTED) (or allowed) HIM. mother’s womb-ref Lk 1:15. The verse continues—

FOR (IN THIS WAY) (WE SHOULD) (DO EVERYTHING) RIGHT EOUSNESS (requires). Christ completely
humbled Himself. He was sent and made in the ékerof sinful flesh and for sin-ref Ro 8:3, buthtser sinned. The act
of water baptism by immersion for Jesus at thigtimas, as Jesus said, FOR THUS IT BECOMETH US TQRFLL ALL
RIGHTEOUSNESS. Christ would later bear the sinmafy-ref Heb 9:28. He was identifying Himself lwginners, even
those He came to redeem. He came to bear the sithers, to be a substitute, to take the sinnadse in death, so that
others might have life. It is written-2 Cor 5:20R HE HATH MADE HIM TO BE SIN FOR US, WHO KNEW NOIS;
THAT WE MIGHT BE MADE THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD INIM.

As Ro 6:3 to 5 indicates, it was also showing Hiattl, burial, and resurrection which was yet to@orfhose that repent
and put their trust in Christ are also commandeletbaptized to fulfill all righteousness. Johrswant by God to prepare
the way of the Lord. John was the one that woalkho baptize Jesus. The verse continues—

THEN HE (which is John the Baptist)

(PERMITTED) (or allowed) HIM. John obeyed. When Jesus was baptized, He madenfession of sin as the others
did, as He was sinless-ref Heb 5:21; 1 Jn 3:5.

Jesus observed the feast dates. He attended ake ispthe synagogue as was His custom. Indeedkedethe law,
which no man could do-ref Jn 7:19. He also fudfilthe law-ref Mt 5:17.

BAPTISM
WATER BAPTISM

Jesus set the example regarding water baptisnil fiias should believe on Him to follow.

Jesus made it clear that water baptism was fromwaasdordained of heaven, as He asked the chiedtpriscribes, and
elders this question, THE BAPTISM OF JOHN, WAS IRGM HEAVEN, OR OF MEN?-Mk 11:27,30.

When the apostles sought for a replacement for Judasthmde that had continued with them beginning from the
baptism of John were considered-ref Acts 1:21-22.

The message is clear. After a person truly believessimsJehrist with all their heart as their only hope of salvation
and have repented of their sins, then they are commaadstibaptized by full immersion IN THE NAME OF THE
FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST-reft\28:19.

How is it then, that there are some that argue and speaaisa@od’s Word? The verses continue—
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Lk 3:21 (pt 1).

Mk 1:9 (pt 4).

Mt 3:16 (pt 1).

Mk 1:10 (pt 1).

Lk 3:21 (pt 2).

Mt 3:16 (pt 2).
Mk 1:10 (pt 2).

Mt 3:16 (pt 3),
ref Mk 1:10 (pt
3), Lk 3:21 (pt
3).

Mt 3:16 (pt 4).
Mk 1:10 (pt 4).
Mt 3:16 (pt 5),
ref Mk 1:10 (pt

5), Lk 3:21 (pt
5).

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS
THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDS

UPON HIM

30 YEARS
NOW WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE WERE Lk3:21 (ptl1). @ NOW WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE WERE (being ) BAPTIZED,
(being) BAPTIZED, IT CAME TO PASS, IT CAME TO PASS, THAT JESUS ALSO (was) BEING BAPTIZED. It is noted that there were other people there
THAT JESUS ALSO (was) BEING being baptized at the time that Jesus came andbeaiized. It is unclear, but He may have waitdldati others were
BAPTIZED, baptized first, and then He got baptized. Theeveomntinues—

AND WAS BAPTIZED (or immersed) (BY) Mk 1:9 (pt 4). AND WAS BAPTIZED (or immersed) (BY) JOHN IN (the) JORDAN. Jesus was baptized by
JOHN IN (the) JORDAN. immersionIN the JORDAN. Baptism by immersion is confirmeddol 2:12 and Ro 6:4...BURIED...IN BAPTISM and
BURIED...BY BAPTISM. He was buried or immersed iretivater. The verse continues—

AND JESUS, WHEN HE WAS BAPTIZED Mt3:16 (pt1). AND JESUS, WHEN HE WAS BAPTIZED (or immersed),

(or immersed), (He) WENT UP (He) WENT UP STRAIGHTWAY (or immediately) OUT OF TH E WATER. Jesus went into the water, to be

STRAIGHTWAY (or immediately) OUT OF baptized and then came apt of the water. This is God’s way. This is the vimptism has been done from the beginning.

THE WATER: Men that have incorrect understanding of the Sergst often find ways to change or nullify God’'s \WorThey do this by
creating their own traditions, or following the veagf others, or denominational traditions. Suahthe cases of those that
teach infant baptism, baptism by sprinkling, ang baptism that is done before a person repentdalieves on Christ as
their only hope of salvation. Jesus went intowlaer, symbolizing His coming death. He then camiesymbolizing His
coming resurrection and ultimate ascension. I&€es@n has not been baptized God’s way, he haseasst baptized at all.
Many are those that follow false denominationatiitians and teachings that lead to eternal damnaiany ignore or do
not understand the clear Word of God.

The meaning of Christian baptism is best coverd@dr6:3-11.

AND (IMMEDIATELY) (as Jesus was) Mk 1:10(pt1). AND (IMMEDIATELY) (as Jesus was) COMING UP OUT OF THE WATER. As mentioned
COMING UP OUT OF THE WATER, previously, Jesus did not confess sins as othéragliHe was sinless. Also He was not born undectinse of sin from
Adam. The verse continues—

AND (while He was) PRAYING, Lk 3:21 (pt2).  AND (while He was) PRAYING. Note that Jesus upon being baptized was also prayingy Onl
Luke’s Gospel records this. Jesus is mentioned prayarg/rtimes in the New Testament. Even though He is God,
yet He prayed to His Father. He depended upon His Fatthatl things, even as we are to do. He sought direction
from His Father, as we are to do. The verse continues—

AND, LO, Mt 3:16 (pt2).  AND, LO,
HE SAW Mk 1:10 (pt 2). HE SAW
(at that moment) THE HEAVENS Mt 3:16 (pt 3), ref Mk 1:10 (pt 3), Lk 3:21 (pt 3).(at that moment) THE HEAVENS. Mt 3:16 and Mk 1:10 use the

word heavens Lk 3:21 uses the wolteaven THE HEAVENS—

WERE Mt 3:16 (pt4). WERE
(BEING) Mk 1:10 (pt 4).  (BEING)
OPENED Mt 3:16 (pt 5), ref Mk 1:10 (pt 5), Lk 3:21 (pt 5). OPENED. Ref Ezek 1:1; Jn 1:51; Acts 7:56, 10:11; Rev 15611
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Mt 3:16 (pt 6). UNTO HIM, Mt 3:16 (pt 6). UNTO HIM. Upon coming out of the water, the very next eveats whe heavens being opened to
Him. The ministry of the Son of God was beginnirighis would lead to miracles being performed, kleaige being given,
His dying on the cross, resurrection, and ascensidfiis Father. The price that had to be paidnfiankind’s redemption
would soon come to pass. The long awaited progiien by God, in Gen 3:15, was beginning to belfetf. Secondly—

Mt 3:16 (pt 7), AND Mt 3:16 (pt 7), ref Mk 1:10 (pt 6), Lk 3:22 (pt 1).AND

ref Mk 1:10 (pt
6), Lk 3:22 (pt

1).

Mt3:16 (pt8).  HE SAW Mt 3:16 (pt 8).  HE (JesusSBAW

Mt 3:16 (pt9).  THE SPIRIT Mt 3:16 (pt 9), ref Mk 1:10 (pt 7), Lk 3:22 (pt 2). THE SPIRIT

Mt 3:16 (pt 10). OF GOD Mt 3:16 (pt 10). OF GOD.

Mt 3:16 (pt 11), DESCENDING Mt 3:16 (pt 11), ref Mk 1:10 (pt 9), Lk 3:22 (pt 4) DESCENDING

ref Mk 1:10 (pt
9), Lk 3:22 (pt

4).

Lk 3:22 (pt 4). IN A BODILY SHAPE (or physical form) Lk 3:22 (pt 4). IN A BODILY SHAPE (or physical form). The Holy Spirit is the third Person of the TrjnitGod is
a Spirit-Jn 4:24. He (the Comforter) is calledrbgny names, including the Spirit of Truth-ref Jn174 However the world
does not know Him and cannot receive Him, becausaninot see Him-ref Jn 14:17. The verse contirues

Mt 3:16 (pt 12), LIKE A DOVE, Mt 3:16 (pt 12), ref Mk 1:10 (pt 8), Lk 3:22 (pt 5) LIKE. This verse does not say that the Holy Spirit camtbe form

ref Mk 1:10 (pt of a dove, bulike a dove. The verses continue—

8), Lk 3:22 (pt A DOVE.

5).

DOVE

The dove can symbolize the Holy Spirit (ref Lk 3y22It can be identified as peace with God, peaoenfGod’s
Judgment-ref Gen 8:8-12 and love in SOS 5:2. Thedan be associated with sweetness-SOS 2:14bwiitly undefiled
and praised in SOS 6:9, and with crying in Isa 88:Thrist wept in Lk 19:41 and Jn 11:35. It iendfied with being
harmless or innocent in Mt 10:16. It is writtergaeding the children of God-BEHOLD, | SEND YOU FORRS SHEEP
IN THE MIDST OF WOLVES: BE YE THEREFORE WISE AS SPENTS, AND HARMLESS AS DOVES-Mt 10:16.

The dove can represent the newness of life andeienature, which feeds on righteousness and thel \WoGod. We
may note, three times the dove was sent forth fterark in the Old Testament. Consider the TrinBpd the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is ONE G@D4 Tim 2:5, but manifested in three Persons-reRBt18, 1 Jn 1:7
and many other Scriptures. The mentioning of theedappears in all 4 Gospels. The verses continue—

Mt 3:16 (pt 13).  AND LIGHTING (or coming) Mt 3:16 (pt 13).  AND LIGHTING (or coming)

Mt 3:16 (pt 14) UPON HIM: Mt 3:16 (pt 14) ref Mk 1:10 (pt 10), Lk 3:22 (pt 6) UPON HIM: (or upon Jesus). The Holy Spirit came upon Jasus

ref Mk 1:10 (pt the time He came out of the water and was prayiligs written, Lk 4:1§-THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD ISRDN ME,
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Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 156

BECAUSE HE HATH ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL..friesa 61:1.

Also Isa 42:1-BEHOLD MY SERVANT,.l.HAVE PUT MY SPIRIT UPON HIM.ref Heb 1:5.

Also Isa 11:2-AND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHALL RESWUPON HIM, THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND
UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THEPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE AND OF THE FEAR
OF THE LORD.

Both Jesus Christ and John had seen the Spiribdf@d®ming upon Jesus in a physical form as it item-JOHN BARE
RECORD, SAYING, | SAWTHE SPIRITDESCENDING FROM HEAVEN LIKE A DOVE, AND IT ABODE BON
HIM. AND | SAW, AND BARE RECORD THAT THIS IS THE 6N OF GOD-Jn 1:32,34.

If other people saw it is not known. One mightrsige that it is possible others saw this happeme réason is that when
John made the statement that he saw the Spiritodf d&scending, others standing by could have &&igl $aw no such
thing.

Jn 3:34 tells us, GOD GIVETH NOT THE SPIRIT BY MERWKE UNTO HIM. Jesus received the fullness of tp&is
He also received all the gifts of the Spirit whidh used during His ministry.

It is note worthy to consider that Acts 2:37 andt@8 us-THEY SAID UNTO PETER AND TO THE REST OF HEH
APOSTLES,... WHAT SHALL WE DO? THEN PETER SAID UNTOHEM, (1) REPENT, (2) AND BE BAPTIZED
EVERY ONE OF YOU...AND YE SHALL RECEIVE THE GIFT OF HE HOLY GHOST. It is not uncommon that
people report that after they are baptized, simimes so much more real to them. Evil thoughts tree had may never
have seemed all that bad, but now these samehatights become very disturbing and sinful to theltnis written, Jn
16:7,8-THE COMFORTER...WHEN HE IS COME, HE WILL REPR& THE WORLD OF SIN, AND OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND OF JUDGMENT.

God (Jesus, the Christ, the Word was God, whichmade flesh-ref Jn 1:1, 14) has come down to n@n fieaven The
Spirit of God lights upon Him.

TRINITY
HOLY SPIRIT
FALLING AWAY

The three distinct Persons of the Godhead arelgldapicted here as being actively involved rightttie beginning of
Jesus’ ministry.

#1-HE-Jesus, saw the

#2-SPIRIT of

#3 GOD.

#1-God the Father speaks. #2-Jesus the Chriaptizkd and prays. #3-The Holy Spirit descendsliondily shape.

As indicated previously, the world does not sekmmw the Holy Spirit. It cannot receive Him. stwritten, ref Jn 14:16-
17-The COMFORTER,...THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH; WHOM THE WOR CANNOT RECEIVE, BECAUSE IT SEETH
HIM NOT, NEITHER KNOWETH HIM: BUT YE KNOW HIM; FORHE DWELLETH WITH YOU, AND SHALL BE IN
YOU. Many people and cults deny the Spirit of Godthe understanding they have of the Holy Sgrfar removed from
what is taught in the Bible. That is how the Billdicated it would be.

This verse, along with Rev 5:7 and many others dthkthe Old and New Testaments, clearly illustrdte false
understanding that the United Pentecostals hawheofTrinity as well as those that believe that @edhead manifests
Himself in 3 modes, one at a time, or do not eveiebe in the three Persons of the Godhead.

Rev 5:7-AND HE #1 (Jesus) CAME AND TOOK THE BOOK OWF THE RIGHT HAND OF HIM THAT SAT
UPON THE THRONE #2 (God the Father).

(Note Mt 28:19; 1 Cor 6:11; 2 Cor 13:14; 1 Pe 1:2H-three Persons of the Godhead are mentionedthgt are
distinguished from each other.

Mt 28:19-GO YE THEREFORE, AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, BRTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE #1-
FATHER, AND OF THE #2-SONAND OF THE #3-HOLY GHOST. Note, it did not say thetli&, the Son, etc., it said
AND OF, as 3 Persons or individuals.

1 Cor 6:11-AND SUCH WERE SOME OF YOU: BUT YE ARE VBNED, BUT YE ARE SANCTIFIED, BUT YE
ARE JUSTIFIED IN THE NAME OF #1-THE LORD JESUS, ANE2-BY THE SPIRIT OF #3-OUR GOD.
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2 Cor 13:14-THE GRACE OF #1-THE LORD JESUS CHRISWD #2-THE LOVE OF GOD, AND #3-THE
COMMUNION OF THE HOLY GHOST, BE WITH YOU ALL. AMEN.

1 Pe 1:2-ELECT ACCORDING TO THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF -@0D THE FATHER, THROUGH
SANCTIFICATION OF #2-THE SPIRIT, UNTO OBEDIENCE ANGBPRINKLING OF THE BLOOD OF #3-JESUS
CHRIST: GRACE UNTO YOU, AND PEACE, BE MULTIPLIED.

In Lk 9:35, God the Father speaks regarding Hisvea Son. Lk 9:35-AND THERE CAME A VOICE OUT OF EH
CLOUD (which is #1-God the Father), SAYING, THIS#3-MY BELOVED SON: HEAR HIM.

Again, the Father speaks after Jesus had spokam-E2:28. #1-Jesus speaking said, FATHER, GLORITAY NAME.
THEN CAME THERE A VOICE FROM HEAVEN (which is #2-@lothe Father) SAYING, | HAVE BOTH GLORIFIED
IT, AND WILL GLORIFY IT AGAIN.

Jn 16:13-HOWBEIT WHEN HE, THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, ISO®ME. The Spirit of Truth is referred to as HE,as
person. The Spirit is not a thing or force. Ndésus speaking, showing that the Spirit had notgete, which would
indwell people. Two separate Persons.

Dan 7:13-1 SAW IN THE NIGHT VISIONS, AND, BEHOLD, RE LIKE #1-THE SON OF MAN (God the Son) CAME
WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, AND CAME #2-TO THE ANCIET OF DAYS (God the Father),...

Through many Scriptures, the Trinity is also degdanany more times in the Old Testament.

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit came uponcideeople and gave them understanding and abdityo special
tasks-ref Ex 31:3-5, and Judges 3:10. The Seidad descended upon Jesus. He had all the diftsedSpirit. He was
empowered to accomplish the mission that lay beftne

Even though the Bible shows us there are threeResf the Godhead, yet the Godhead is one. Titeeyrated together
in unity, harmony, purpose, desire, and onenedseaeh has a specific mission. 1-Jesus Christespiok words that He
heard from 2-His Father in heaven. Jesus ChhistSon, died on the Cross. 1-God the Father ctedit¢hings by 2-Jesus
Christ-ref Eph 3:9.

As God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and the $iirit are three Persons, yet they are unitggtteer as one even as
the many persons of the body of Christ are unitegether as one. The Holy Spirit actually indwelie believer, yet the
believer and the Holy Spirit are two separate Reyso

It is written, John 17:11-AND NOW | AM NO MORE INHE WORLD, BUT THESE ARE IN THE WORLD, AND |
COME TO THEE. HOLY FATHER, KEEP THROUGH THINE OWNAME THOSE WHOM THOU HAST GIVEN ME,
THAT THEY MAY BE ONE, AS WE ARE

1 Jn 5:7-FOR THERE ARE THREE THAT BEAR RECORD IN A¥EN, THE FATHER, THE WORD, AND THE
HOLY GHOST: AND THESE THREE ARE ONE. Three separBersons acting as one, united as one.

Jn 10:30-I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE. The wordne denotes a compound unity as a cluster of grapes,
harmony, purpose, desire, and oneness.

ONE: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
ONE GOD
TRINITY

Jn 17:21-23-THAT THEY (the saints) ALL MAY BBNE (or in unity); AS THOU, FATHER, ART IN ME, AND IN
THEE, THAT THEY ALSO MAY BE ONE IN US (or in unityn us): THAT THE WORLD MAY BELIEVE THAT THOU
HAST SENT ME. AND THE GLORY WHICH THOU GAVEST ME HAVE GIVEN THEM; THAT THEY MAY BE
ONE (the saints are separate persons, but are toiteel @s one, and are referred to as one body iistLHEVEN AS (or in
the same way that) WE (plural as in three) ABRE (The one is further explained in this verse) ITNEM, AND THOU
IN ME, (Because Christ is in the believer, we ane avith Him, yet we are separate persons), THAT YHEAY BE
MADE PERFECT INONE AND THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW THAT THOU HAST SENT ME, AND HAST
LOVED THEM, AS THOU HAST LOVED ME.

Ro 12:5-SO WE, BEING MANY, AREDNEBODY IN CHRIST, ANDEVERY ONBEMEMBERS ONE OF ANOTHER.
As God the Father, God the Son, and God the Haljt &pe members one of another, so the saintsnambers of the body
of Christ and as such are to be united as one.

1 Cor 10:17-FOR WE BEING MANY AREONE BREAD, AND ONE BODY: FOR WE ARE ALL PARTAKERS OF
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Mt 3:17 (pt 1),
ref Mk 1:11 (pt
1), Lk 3:22 (pt
7).

Mt 3:17 (pt 2).
Mk 1:11 (pt 2).
Mt 3:17 (pt 3),
Mk 1:11 (pt 3),
Lk 3:22 (pt 8).

MK 1:11 (pt 4),
Lk 3:22 (pt 9).

Mt 3:17 (pt 4).

AND

(BEHOLD) (suddenly)

THERE CAME

A VOICE (came) (OUT OF THE HEAVENS-
NASB), SAYING,

THOU ART MY BELOVED SON (Whom |
love), IN WHOM | AM WELL PLEASED.

THIS IS MY BELOVED SON (Whom | love),
IN WHOM | AM WELL PLEASED.

THAT ONEBREAD.

1 Cor 12:12-FOR AS THE BODY I®NE, AND HATH MANY MEMBERS, AND ALL THE MEMBERS OF THAT
ONEBODY, BEING MANY, AREONEBODY: SO ALSO IS CHRIST.

Perhaps many people cannot understand these Sessa they do not see the body united and knétheg as one in
perfect unity as it ought to be. God's will is thhe saints be KNIT TOGETHER IN LOVE-Col 2:2; ANDALL THE
BODY...KNIT TOGETHER-Col 2:19.

Nevertheless, God in heaven is directing each peasd each ministry as He sees fit to accomplishpdrpose around
the world. At the same time, He is dealing witlcteaaint to help them to deny self and draw closddim. Regretfully
many resist and become stubborn, rebel, and fadlyatw their own eternal destruction. They becomé&uitful and
unprofitable servants as Satan tempts them to ayasThey become spiritually blind as they weefobe they repented.
They seldom know this, because, if they did theyusth certainly repent. They become hardened trection, so it is very
difficult to reach them anymore with the truth bétGospel. Spiritual darkness blinds their eyesadeceived heart begins
to follow deception. They go their own way andgerhow they were before they fell-ref Ja 1:24 e Vhrses continue—

Mt 3:17 (pt 1), ref Mk 1:11 (pt 1), Lk 3:22 (pt 6). AND

Mt 3:17 (pt 2).  (BEHOLD) (suddenly)
Mk 1:11 (pt 2). THERE CAME

Mt 3:17 (pt 3), Mk 1:11 (pt 3), Lk 3:22 (pt 8). A VOICE (came) (OUT OF THE HEAVENS-NASB), SAYING. This
is God the Father speaking out of the heavensdamgaHis Son. Again, we see the Trinity—the SpifitGod lighting upon
the Son, and the Father speaking. The verse cmstin

Mk 1:11 (pt 4), Lk 3:22 (pt 9). THOU ART MY BELOVED SON (Whom | love), IN WHOM | AM WELL
PLEASED. It appears the Father spoke these words direzthesus, and no one else heard it. Then it apptaspoke a
second time to John the Baptist and perhaps tresotitanding by. He said—

Mt 3:17 (pt 4). THIS IS MY BELOVED SON (Whom | love), IN WHOM | AM WELL PLEASED. Beloved Son or
Son whom | love—this is another name of Jesus.e g words in Ps 2:7-1 WILL DECLARE THE DECREE: EHORD

(Note)-Mk 1:11 and Lk 3:22 uses the word$lATH SAID UNTO ME, THOU ARTMY SON..
THOU ART rather than THIS IS, as used in These words were spoken by God the Father whens Jemme up out of the water and also on the Mount of

Mt.

Transfiguration-ref Mk 9:7 and 2 Pe 1:17.

Let all the world hear that have ears to hearuslesthe long awaited Messiah, the Christ. HbésBeloved Son of God
the Father, and the Father is well pleased withSte. Hear and obey what He says. God warns TWAITOSOEVER
WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO MY WORDS WHICH HE SHALL SPEAKIN MY NAME, | WILL REQUIRE IT OF
HIM-Deut 18:19.

First, the heavens were opened to Him, after Heeagprout of the water.

Second, the Holy Spirit lights upon Jesus, and then

third, the pronouncement from the Father in heaven thaSTHIMY BELIEVED SON. It is a declaration of
Sonship. Ps 1:7 reads-THOU ART MY SON. These sanrels are repeated in Acts 13:33 and Heb 1:5, 5:5. Could
it be, in like manner, once a sinner repents, places thstritrdesus Christ as their only hope (or as their substitute)
then obeys God and goes into the water and comestouhanewness of life, the heavens are opened, andotie H
Spirit comes, and the sinner becomes one of the sonsd#-@&f Jn 1:12; 1 Jn 3:1. It is not baptism that causetoone
receive the Holy Spirit, but rather faith-ref Gal 3:2. Thesgecontinues—
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Lk 4:1 (pt 1).

Lk 3:23 (pt 1).

Mk 1:12 (pt 1),
ref Lk 4:1 (pt 2).

Mt 4:1 (pt 1).

Mk 1:12 (pt 2).

Jesus now begins the journey that the Father hiéala before Him. He would demonstrate the gleat that God has
for the world and what could be expected from h#ttchoose to follow Him; yet He would be persedutédiculed,
insulted, accused, mocked, hated, and not beliettlhad not a place to lay His head-ref Mt 8:B&ople would publicly
try to discredit Him and accuse Him of having a damef Mt 11:18; or of being the chief of the dsyiBeelzebub-ref Mk
3:22, Lk 11:15. He would suffer, be beaten, hiarbeplucked out, marred worse than any man, arallfibe hung on a
cross as a common criminal. He is from everlastngverlasting. He is God that created all thingsich came to this
earth in human form and became the suffering sérvide healed the sick, raised the dead and drestrible death, so that
those that would obey Him might have eternal liféhrough all this, He obeyed His Father and didmatmur, complain,
accuse any falsely, or make excuses. He showegréaest love that is possible, but was and ischaven today by many.
His name is cursed and damned by people throughewntire world. Do you hear other religious kxé&inames used to
invoke a curse? No. The reason is Jesus is dtieeis the true God and showed people their tatera—all have sinned.

Then and today, those that follow Him as the Scriptures comipaso find themselves going through some of the
same things that Jesus Christ did. You that are reading theésyea truly a servant? Do you say you follow Jesus,
yet murmur, complain, accuse, make excuses, and hgodeself to correction? Do you want everything to be foist
your liking—that is, do you want everything to be just the way want it to be, and if it is not, do you find fault,
accuse, murmur, complain and make excuses? Areepdly like Jesus? He that hath ears to hear, let him hear

AND JESUS BEING FULL OF THE HOLY  Lk4:1 (pt1). AND JESUS BEING FULL OF THE HOLY GHO ST

GHOST RETURNED FROM JORDAN, RETURNED FROM JORDAN. Jn 3:34 states-FOR HE WHOM GOD HATH SENT (whishlésus)...GOD GIVETH
NOT THE SPIRIT BY MEASURE UNTO HIM. Acts 10:38-GOBNOINTED JESUS OF NAZARETH WITH THE
HOLY GHOST AND WITH POWER:...

THE PUBLIC MINISTRY OF JESUS
30 YEARS

AND JESUS HIMSELF (WAS) ABOUT Lk 3:23 (pt 1). AND JESUS HIMSELF
THIRTY YEARS OF AGE (when He began (WAS) ABOUT THIRTY YEARS OF AGE (when He began His public ministry-JNT). Note: Jesus was “about” 30
His public ministry-JNT), when He began His public ministry. It did not gactly, He may have been a bit older. Many belidis ministry lasted

Note: Jesus was “about” 30 when He begasi2 years. He died on Passover. Since Passousuddly around our April, Jesus may have been between August and
His public ministry. It did not say exactly. HeNovember. His age was important. To do servicthénTabernacle, a person’s age was to be 30 tdt58.written, Num
could have been a bit older. Many believe Hi4:3- FROM THIRTY YEARS OLD AND UPWARD EVEN UNTIL FFTY YEARS OLD, ALL THAT ENTER INTO THE
ministry lasted 3% years. He died on PassovétOST, TO DO THE WORK IN THE TABERNACLE OF THE CON@RGATION. Other verses include: Num 4:2.4; 23;
Since Passover is usually around our ApriR9,30; 34,35; 38,39; 42,43; and 46,47. JOSEPH WASRTY YEARS OLD WHEN HE STOOD BEFORE PHARAOH
Jesus could have been born between Augu§iNG OF EGYPT-Gen 41:46. DAVID WAS THIRTY YEARS @ WHEN HE BEGAN TO REIGN-2 Sam 5:4.
and November.

BIRTH OF SETH

AND ADAM LIVED AN HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS, AND BEGAT A SON IN HIS OWN LIKENESS,
AFTER HIS IMAGE; AND CALLED HIS NAME SETH-Gen 5:3.1t is also written, AND ADAM KNEW HIS WIFE
AGAIN; AND SHE BARE A SON, AND CALLED HIS NAME SETHFOR GOD, SAID SHE, HATH APPOINTED ME
ANOTHER SEED (or another child) INSTEAD OF ABEL, V@1 CAIN SLEW-Gen 4:25. Seth means “the appointed
one.” It was from the lineage of Seth that evellfudoah, Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, Dawd Joseph would
come forth. And Joseph was THE HUSBAND OF MARY, ®HOM WAS BORN JESUS, WHO IS CALLED CHRIST-
Mt 1:16. And JESUS HIMSELF...BEING (AS WAS SUPP@3HHE SON OF JOSEPH-Lk 3:23he verses continue—

AND Mk 1:12 (pt 1), ref Lk 4:1 (pt 2). AND
THEN Mt 4:1 (pt 1). THEN
IMMEDIATELY Mk 1:12 (pt 2). IMMEDIATELY. The word “immediately” is used more in the Mark®spel than any other book

of the KJV Bible—app. 17 timedmmediatelydllowing His baptism—
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Mt 4:1 (pt 2), ref
Lk 4:1 (pt 3).

Mt 4:1 (pt 3).

Mt 4:1 (pt 4), ref
Lk 4:1 (pt 4).

Mk 1:12 (pt 3).
Mt 4:1 (pt 5), ref

Mk 1:12 (pt 4),
Lk 4:1 (pt 5).

Mt 4:1 (pt 6).

WAS

JESUS

LED UP (BY) THE SPIRIT

THE SPIRIT (DROVE) (or impelled, or sent)

HIM

INTO THE WILDERNESS (or desert)

TO BE TEMPTED (BY) THE DEVIL (or
Adversary).

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 164

Mt 4:1 (pt 2), ref Lk 4:1 (pt 3). WAS

Mt 4:1 (pt 3). JESUS

Mt 4:1 (pt 4), ref Lk 4:1 (pt 4). LED UP (BY) THE SPIRIT. The wordUP would refer to elevation. As one goes from
the Jordan River to the wilderness, the elevatimesrfrom below sea level. The verses continue—

Mk 1:12 (pt 3). THE SPIRIT (DROVE) (or impelled, or sent) HIM. The words, led, drove, sent, or impelled, means
something hard to resist. Mark also uses this worbnjunction with driving out spirits. The versontinues—

Mt 4:1 (pt 5), ref Mk 1:12 (pt 4), Lk 4:1 (pt 5). INTO THE WILDERNESS (or desert). Jesus was baptized by John in
the Jordan River. It is believed that it was rtbararea in which the Jordan River flows into trea® Sea, perhaps not too
far from Jericho. The area round about can beritbestas a wilderness or desert. The traditioteade it is believed Jesus
was driven, is an area which is west or northwédedcho. Even today it is still a wildernesshelverses continue—

Mt4:1 (pt6). TO BE TEMPTED. One might define the word tempted to mean: tausedentice, pressure, or
provoke a person to do wrong in God'’s sight—to findl what kind of a person they are.

As a person prepares to be Scripturally baptizes; tan expect thoughts from the Devil saying tayder not to do it.

As a person prepares to serve God, they needda beeir guard and expect to be tempted by thelDevito do it. They
need to prepare themselves for spiritual comb&ahagthe powers of darkness. The verse continues—

(BY) THE DEVIL (or Adversary). (The Devil or Adversary are two more names fotaBp The Holy Spirit did not
tempt Jesus, but led Him up to be TEMPTED (or thsteF THE DEVIL Almost immediately after being hied,
temptations were to begin. During a 40 day perdedus went through various temptations (or tegt§atan.

SPIRITUAL WARFARE. TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL

The forces of darkness are in constant oppositiminat God’s purposes. When a person seeks tajtezéd, also after
scriptural baptism, be prepared to battle Satahingé can break down, unexpected events can happeple can come
against you, and much wrong thinking can ariseaarymind. When a person prepares to fast for séwveys, they also
need to prepare to do battle with the devil. Mhaye found that, after they receive baptism, Satemnes and attacks them
in unexpected ways. The war has begun. Jesusewased in all ways as we are and yet without efr-teb 4:15. God
does not tempt anyone-ref Ja 1:13. Satan is wse=iipt or test us as with righteous Job in the T@istament to prove our
faith genuine. This is done to see what kind péeson we are under duress (or pressure)-ref B8pdn 6:6; Deut 8:2; Ex
20:20; Judges 3:2 and 4.

God is not willing that any should perish-ref 238. Satan is not willing that any should be sav&éte Bible tells us of
this conflict in each person’s life. There aredstwhen a person feels like they are being tornt,apsif one arm is being
pulled in one direction, and the other arm is beiatied in the opposite direction. It is a persohéart that ultimately leads
them to believe God’s Word as it is written or oji-ref Ro 10:10. It is the wayside, stony, borny, heart that causes a
person to reject and misunderstand the Scripturdsttaus justify themselves through deceit. Noreeiarmune from this
battle, but most are deceived as they do not exalize that such a battle is taking place in theés. Few people realize
the incredible power Satan has to tempt them, taypong thoughts into their minds, to stir up theinotions, to cause them
to sin, and to make them believe that wrong istragtd right is wrong. Few understand that Satartha authority to stir up
people against the born-again Christian. Few dgeetmow that Satan can even cause things to break dnd accidents to
happen. Satan can use a person’s emotions tdbeafrs of reality rather than an indicator dlity.

The first Adam was tempted (or tested) in the Garden ald The second Adam (Jesus) was tempted in the
wilderness and did not fall, but gave us an example of tofight Satan. Jesus would be tested and tempted
throughout His ministry.

We should never forget that Satan and his army are inasdrgpposition to God’s Word and purpose.

This was the beginning of another battle in the etiveen God and Satan to try and undue God’s pléae. target was
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Jesus of Nazareth. About 29 years earlier, Saadrubed Herod who killed multitudes of childrernapes he would kill the
future King of Israel-ref Mt 2:16. About 4000 ysaarlier, he had used Cain to kill Abel tryingierail God's plan-ref Gen
4:8. There are times when a person will feel Bkbuman pressure cooker that is ready to expldilee to that person
whose heart agrees with the lying thoughts Satéipuheir mind.

TEMPTATIONS: WHAT ARE THEY (BRIEFLY)? EMOTIONS

It is written, 1 Pe 4:12-14, 16, 19, BELOVED, THINK NOT STRANGE CONCERNING THEFIERY TRIALWHICH
IS TO TRY YOU, AS THOUGH SOME STRANGE THING HAPPEIREUNTO YOU.:...IF YE BE REPROACHED FOR
THE NAME OF CHRIST, HAPPY ARE YE; FOR THE SPIRIT GELORY AND OF GOD RESTETH UPON YOU: ON
THEIR PART HE IS EVIL SPOKEN OF, BUT ON YOUR PARTEHS GLORIFIED. ...YET IF ANY MAN SUFFER AS
A CHRISTIAN, LET HIM NOT BE ASHAMED; WHEREFORE LETTHEM THAT SUFFER ACCORDING TO THE
WILL OF GOD COMMIT THE KEEPING OF THEIR SOULS TO M IN WELL DOING, AS UNTO A FAITHFUL
CREATOR.

1 Pe 1:6,7,9-WHEREIN YE GREATLY REJOICE, THOUGH NOWDOR A SEASON, IF NEED BE, YE ARE IN
HEAVINESS THROUGH MANIFOLDTEMPTATIONSTHAT THE TRIAL OF YOUR FAITH, BEING MUCH MORE
PRECIOUS THAN OF GOLD THAT PERISHETH, THOUGH IT BERIED WITH FIRE, MIGHT BE FOUND UNTO
PRAISE AND HONOUR AND GLORY AT THE APPEARING OF JES CHRIST: RECEIVING THE END OF YOUR
FAITH, EVEN THE SALVATION OF YOUR SOULS.

2 Tim 3:12-YEA, AND ALL THAT WILL LIVE GODLY IN CHRIST JESUSSHALL SUFFER PERSECUTION

Ja 1:12-BLESSED IS THE MAN THATENDURETH TEMPTATIONFOR WHEN HE IS TRIED, HE SHALL
RECEIVE THE CROWN OF LIFE, WHICH THE LORD HATH PRORED TO THEM THAT LOVE HIM. However,

Lk 8:13-THEY ON THE ROCK (or we may say-the Word@®bd which a person hears, but has a heart theet #&srock)
ARE THEY, WHICH, WHEN THEY HEAR, RECEIVE THE WORD WH JOY; AND THESE HAVE NO ROOT,
WHICH FOR A WHILE BELIEVE, AND INTIME OF TEMPTATION FALL AWAY

Satan is deceitful and clever almost beyond ouetsidnding. He is the strong man that uses dezgiipuflage, blind
attacks, surprise, stealth, and subtlety.

Temptations often result from some situation that exists, etestdhrappen, or desires we have. We may begin to
look at something in our past, something that is happenihg migw, or something that might happen in the future.
Then we begin to have ungodly or unbiblical thoughts. stg thinking as Christ would have us think. We do not
cast down the ungodly imaginations we are having.

Temptations are various situations, difficult timasd pressures that we go through that makes mstwaeact. They can
range from physical or mental hurts and disabdlitie not even having enough money to buy food. yTé¢en be from
physical pain to mental anguish. They can be fumgodly desires of the heart to selfishness, lastd, sex. They can be
from a desire to get married to the desire for qleas, money, comfort, peace, and the better tharigthis world.
Temptations can come from problems in a marriaggablems in serving God. They can be from abwatyesituation one
could imagine to parents, spouses, children, w&stiemployers, or anyone. They can be from omgsself. They can
come from fear, pride, humiliation, hurt, and ang€hey can come from loving things and people ntoaa we love God.

These are the thorns in the flesh, the fiery danes,mental anguish, the struggles in our thoughts,ungodly personal
desires we have, the hardships, and the confusiamg mind. There can be no victory in a battighout a battle.

This needs to be said over and over again. Sorestime bring problems and temptations upon oursebasause we
disobey God’'s Word or have a wrong attitude. littten, Eph 4:27-NEITHER GIVE PLACE TO THE DEVILWe can
open the door for Satan to tempt us and causealepns by disobeying God, and then we want Goggoue us quickly.
Sometimes He does, but often times we have to edesson so we can grow in Him. As it is writtdnJesus, THOUGH
HE WERE A SON, YET LEARNED HE OBEDIENCE BY THE THIBIS WHICH HE SUFFERED-Heb 5:8.

Ja 1:14-15-BUT EVERY MAN IS TEMPTED, WHEN HE IS DR¥N AWAY OF HIS OWN LUST, AND ENTICED.
THEN WHEN LUST HATH CONCEIVED, IT BRINGETH FORTH 8I: AND SIN, WHEN IT IS FINISHED,
BRINGETH FORTH DEATH.

Dealing with temptations can be very, very difficulhese sometimes bring us to the point wherevam to give

These sometimes cause us to be angry with God,t dtiodband become bitter toward Him. These can e€aissto be
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dominating, overbearing, wanting our own way. Ty create within us desires, hurts, impatienod, many other
emotions. They can tempt us to sin. They spadaation in us. Our emotions can rise to the paimtwant to explode.
Our emotions can become so out of control that tieeyonger reflect reality, but rather they fabtéca false reality which
we choose to believe. Sometimes we just breakdowincry. Sometimes we cry out to God, and He arssw8ometimes
we cry out to God and say, “Lord, it hurts real badm desperate, what can | do?” We want Gditihe situation as Paul
did. However, sometimes God says, MY GRACE IS SIJRENT FOR THEE: FOR MY STRENGTH IS MADE
PERFECT IN WEAKNESS-2 Cor 12:9. Satan tempts yisgrto get us out of the will of God.

Let us not forget Job. He had lost almost evengthi Then his body was so hurting that he wantedi¢o His wife
tempted him to curse God and die-ref Job 2:9. déspite the horrible situation he was in, he ditlgio and speak against
God.

Sometimes the temptations come slowly, in a vebilswand deceitful manner, which are hard to reczmgnOther times
they come suddenly without warning. One minutadhiseem to be going great, but the next minigesins like the world
has caved in on us.

These temptations are allowed by God, but are rfewer God.

The believer is being tested to see if they witlatein a godly way. Their faith, or lack of faitls,being tested. Will they
wait on God and trust Him no matter what, or wiky react in another way, both in their words aettbas? The attitude of
every believer and commitment to Jesus will bestestver and over.

For some, being beaten and martyred for Chrisbeaahead. This is especially the case for maningitine Tribulation.

As a result of temptations, those that build onghed find themselves defeated. Those that, throust, build on the
Rock (which is Jesus) find themselves growing gieon

2 Cor 12:9,10-Paul said, MOST GLADLY THEREFORE WILRATHER GLORY IN MY INFIRMITIES, THAT THE
POWER OF CHRIST MAY REST UPON ME. THEREFORE | TAKEEASURE IN INFIRMITIES, IN REPROACHES,
IN NECESSITIES, IN PERSECUTIONS, IN DISTRESSES FORRIST'S SAKE: FOR WHEN | AM WEAK, THEN AM
| STRONG.

As the author wrote this, he was in some physiaal pimself and was also going through some memtgliish and frustration.

When Satan attacks us in some way, one of theagtedaingers of all is that we don’t recognizelftan army going to war is
attacked and doesn’t recognize the attack and bgbk, they may surely be wiped out or be killéeew people in this latter day
generation recognize Satan’s attacks. Few peoplerstand spiritual warfare. Few pastors, priestd, rabbi teach about it. We
are told to cast down IMAGINATIONS, AND EVERY HIGHTHING THAT EXALTETH ITSELF AGAINST THE
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND BRINGING INTO CAPTIVITY (notebringing into captivity) EVERY THOUGHT (note, eye
thought) TO THE OBEDIENCE OF CHRIST-2 Cor 10:5. wioan a person cast them down when they do not cagnize the
thoughts they have are against the knowledge as€hHow can a person cast down their wrong thigkivhen they do not believe
their thinking is wrong? How can a person fighaiagt evil thoughts they have when they do recagtlizy are from Satan?

Through all this we have God's promise. 1 Cor BOTHERE HATH NO TEMPTATION TAKEN YOU BUT SUCH AS IS
COMMON TO MAN: BUT GOD IS FAITHFUL, WHO WILL NOT SBFER YOU TO BE TEMPTED ABOVE THAT YE ARE
ABLE; BUT WILL WITH THE TEMPTATION ALSO MAKE A WAY TO ESCAPE, THAT YE MAY BE ABLE TO BEAR IT.
We all have need of patience. We need to leaweibon the Lord and trust Him.

We certainly need to pray, Mt 6:13-And LEAD US NA@NTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. Then we
need to obey God, so we don't open the door faarStt tempt us.

WHERE DO TEMPTATIONS COME FROM?

People sometimes believe for a while, but the IMEIOF TEMPTATION FALL AWAY-Lk 8:14.

Mt 4:1 shows us thaemptations come from the devil

Eph 6:12-shows us that temptations come from thewiong. FOR WE WRESTLE...AGAINSTPRINCIPALITIES AGAINST
POWERSAGAINST THE RULERS OF THE DARKNESS OF THIS WORRGAINST SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH
PLACES Eph 1:10-18 helps us to understand how to figese temptations. Little do people understantadieve that the
ungodly thoughts they have—the imaginations thatrealict the Word of God and leads a person tobdigdGod—are actually
coming from demonic forces that we can hear anidbigtecannot see-ref 2 Cor 10:5
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