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Jn 1:31.

Jn 1:32.

Jn 1:33.

COMES) A MAN WHICH IS PREFERRED (the One) OF WHOM (I was talking about when-JNT) ISAID,
BEFORE ME (or has a higher rank than |- AFTER ME
NASB): FOR HE (EXISTED) BEFORE ME. (COMES) A MAN. Note that John calls the Lamb of God “A MAN"—

WHICH IS PREFERRED BEFORE ME (or has a higher rank than I-NASB). The Lamb of God, the Christ is
preferred before John—

FOR HE (EXISTED)

BEFORE ME. John’s words confirms the Deity of the Lamb ofdGthe Christ. John Baptist originally spoke these
words before Jesus came to him and was baptizechdwtspeaks them again-ref Jn 1:15. Although Jehs born
approximately 6 months before Jesus, Jesus Clagsekxisted from everlasting to everlasting. By Hind for Him were all
things created-ref Col 1:16. Over and over we teeefocus of John was upon the Messiah, not himsé#fsus Christ
fulfilled every Old Testament Scripture written albélim pertaining to His first coming. The versestinue—

AND | (myself) (DID NOT RECOGNIZE Jn 1:31. AND I (myself)(this is John Baptist speaking). He said he—
HIM-NASB): BUT THAT HE SHOULD BE (DID NOT RECOGNIZE HIM). There are several possibilities for this statemérhis could indicate that Jesus and
(REVEALED) TO ISRAEL, THEREFORE John may never have see each other at all. Thd&lhet recognize Him physically. It may alsothat John did not know
AM | COME BAPTIZING WITH WATER. that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah until it masaled to Him by the Spirit lighting upon Hinteafbeing baptized.
Perhaps it was both. The virgin Mary and Elizab#tk mother of John were cousins. Thus Jesugeamu appears to have
been distant relatives-ref Lk 1:36. Perhaps Jofatfer and mother Elizabeth, had not revealedntowhat they knew. The
verse continues—
BUT THAT HE SHOULD BE (REVEALED) TO ISRAEL. John may not have recognized Jesus, or knew Wio t
Christ was until the time came for Him to be reeéaio Israel. John said—
THEREFORE AM | COME
BAPTIZING WITH WATER. John knew ahead of time that the Christ woulddvealed to Israel. It is for this reason
that he was baptizing the repentant people witremitat believed the Messiah was soon to come thamgh he didn’t
seem to know Who He was. The verses continue—

JOHN CONTINUES HIS ACCOUNT TO
THE PRIESTS
THE HOLY SPIRIT DESCENDED
UPON JESUS
30 YEARS PLUS 61 DAYS
AND JOHN (BORE) RECORD, SAYING, | Jn1:32. AND JOHN (BORE) RECORD, SAYING,
SAW THE SPIRIT DESCENDING FROM | SAW THE SPIRIT
HEAVEN LIKE A DOVE, AND IT ABODE DESCENDING FROM HEAVEN LIKE A DOVE,
(or remained) UPON HIM. AND IT ABODE (or remained) UPON HIM. This event that John Baptist described happeneestimated 61 days
previously. It is recorded in Mt 3:16. This igther testified in the Old Testament as it is \eritin Isa 11:2-AND THE
SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHALL REST UPON HIM, THE SPIRIOF WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT
OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE ANDBTHE FEAR OF THE LORD.
The verses continue—

AND | KNEW HIM NOT (or 1) (did not Jn 1:33. AND | KNEW HIM NOT (or I) (did not recogni ze Him-NASB). Again John the Baptist states he
recognize Him-NASB): BUT HE (the One)did not know or recognize Jesus the Christ as wilsiis verse 31. The verse continues—

THAT SENT ME TO BAPTIZE (or immerse) BUT HE (the One) THAT SENT ME

(IN) WATER, THE SAME SAID (TO) ME, TO BAPTIZE (or immerse) (IN) WATER. God the Father sent John the Baptist to baptizevdter. The verse
UPON WHOM (YOU) SHALT SEE THE continues—

SPIRIT DESCENDING, AND REMAINING THE SAME SAID

ON HIM, THE SAME IS HE (or this is the (TO) ME. God the Father speaks to His people. John tpédBavas filled with the Spirit of God from the wb-ref Lk
One-NASB) WHICH (BAPTIZES) (or 1:15. The verse continues—

immerses) WITH THE HOLY GHOST (or UPON WHOM (YOU) SHALT SEE THE SPIRIT

Spirit). DESCENDING, AND REMAINING ON HIM. Not only did the Spirit of God descend upon Jebus$it remained on
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Jn 1:34.

AND | SAW, AND BARE RECORD (or |
testify) THAT THIS IS THE SON OF GOD.

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 204

Him. The verse continues—

THE SAME IS HE (or this is the One-NASB). God had told John what sign to look for so he ibdducnow Who the
Lamb of God was. God had told him, THE SAME IS @ihich is the Messiah)—

WHICH (BAPTIZES) (or immerses)

WITH THE HOLY GHOST (or Spirit).  The baptism that the Christ does is not a wadgtibm. Jesus said just before
he ascended up to be with His Father about 3 yaatsl months later in Acts 1:5-FOR JOHN TRULY BARED WITH
WATER; BUT YE SHALL BE BAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY GHOSTNOT MANY DAYS HENCE. That event
happened at Pentecost ref Acts 2:1-4, about 3 ¥5 tegar. . The verses continue—

Jn 1:34. AND | SAW. John actually saw the things he was speakindgdefwas an eye witness. John saw—

AND BARE RECORD (or testify). Having actually saw these things, John now beaerde—

THAT THIS IS THE SON OF GOD. John states clearly, that the person which isnknas Jesus of Nazareth, and is
known as the Lamb of God, is the actual Son of GBeing that Jesus is the one and only begottero§Gwod, He is Deity.
This means He is the long awaited Christ that #mpfe were waiting for according to Daniel's prophe This is the One
that would take away the sin of the world. Thifiterally, God manifested in the flesh.

It appears, however, that Jesus did not allow tieean spirits or His disciples to tell people tHatwas the Son of God,
as it is written: Mk 3:11,12-Unclean spirits, sailHOU ART THE SON OF GOD. AND HE STRAITLY CHARGED
THEM THAT THEY SHOULD NOT MAKE HIM KNOWN. Mk 8:2930 and Lk 9:20,21-PETER...SAITH UNTO HIM,
THOU ART THE CHRIST. AND HE CHARGED THEM THAT THEXSHOULD TELL NO MAN OF HIM.

John did not go before the religious leaders ofdaig to ask permission to do what he was doindin'dadirection was
from God as confirmed by the Word of God.

The words “Son of God” appears approximately 1 timghe Old Testament and 50 times in the New Testd.

BEGOTTEN
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON
SON OF GOD
The word or words begotten, indicating that Jesuke only begotten Son of God or the words onbokten Son appear
in the following verses: Jn 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18bHe5; 5:5; 1 Jn 1:9.
There were times when Jesus himself clearly shaivadHe is the Son of God. There were times whéers testified
that He is the Son of God. There were times wheatean spirits would tell the people that He was $ton of God, but He
rebuked them and stopped them from doing so. Wwollpare some examples of these.

Jesus stopped the unclean spirits from making Hiowk. Mk 1:24-25-They said-LET US ALONE; WHAT HAVWE
TO DO WITH THEE, THOU JESUS OF NAZARETH? ART THOUOBE TO DESTROY US? | KNOW THEE WHO
THOU ART, THEHOLY ONE OF GOD AND JESUS REBUKED HIM, SAYING, HOLD THY PEACE, D COME
OUT OF HIM.

Mk 3:11-12-AND UNCLEAN SPIRITS, WHEN THEY SAW HIMFELL DOWN BEFORE HIM, AND CRIED,
SAYING, THOU ART THESON OF GOD AND HE STRAITLY CHARGED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD NO
MAKE HIM KNOWN.

Others referred to Jesus as the Son of God. It is wiiitdn 11:3,4-THEREFORE HIS SISTERS SENT UNTO
HIM, SAYING, LORD, BEHOLD, HE WHOM THOU LOVEST IS €K. WHEN JESUS HEARD THAT, HE
SAID, THIS SICKNESS IS NOT UNTO DEATH, BUT FOR THELORY OF GOD, THAT THESON OF GOD
MIGHT BE GLORIFIED THEREBY.

Jn 11:27-SHE SAITH UNTO HIM, YEA, LORD: | BELIEVE THA THOU ART THE CHRIST, THESON OF
GOD, WHICH SHOULD COME INTO THE WORLD.

Jesus used the words Son of God with referenceinséff. Jesus said in Jn 5:25-VERILY, VERILY, | SAUNTO
YOU, THE HOUR IS COMING, AND NOW IS, WHEN THE DEASHALL HEAR THE VOICE OF THESON OF
GOD: AND THEY THAT HEAR SHALL LIVE.
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Jn 9:35-37-JESUS HEARD THAT THEY HAD CAST HIM OUBND WHEN HE HAD FOUND HIM, HE SAID
UNTO HIM, DOST THOU BELIEVE ON THESON OF GO HE ANSWERED AND SAID, WHO IS HE, LORD,
THAT | MIGHT BELIEVE ON HIM? AND JESUS SAID UNTO M, THOU HAST BOTH SEEN HIM, ANDIT IS HE
THAT TALKETH WITH THEE

Jn 10:36-SAY YE OF HIM, WHOM THE FATHER HATH SANCTFIED, AND SENT INTO THE WORLD, THOU
BLASPHEMEST,; BECAUSE | SAID, | AMTHE SON OF GOD

Mk 14:61-62-THE HIGH PRIEST ASKED HIM,...ART THOU THEHRIST, THESON OF THE BLESSED AND
JESUS SAID, | AM.

Jn 8:58-JESUS SAID UNTO THEM, VERILY, VERILY, | SAYNTO YOU, BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS| AM.

The verses continue—

GOD SENT JESUS(Some Scriptures from Jn)
JESUS SENT FROM GOD
Jn 1:34-AND | SAW, AND BARE RECORD THAT THIS IS THEON OF GOD.
Jn 4:34-MY MEAT IS TO DO THE WILL OF HIM THAT SENME, AND TO FINISH HIS WORK.
Jn 5:23-THE FATHER WHICH HATH SENT HIM.
Jn 5:30-THE FATHER WHICH HATH SENT ME.
Jn 5:37-THE FATHER HIMSELF, WHICH HATH SENT ME.
Jn 5:38-WHOM HE HATH SENT.
Jn 6:29-HIM WHOM HE HATH SENT.
Jn 6:38-HIM THAT SENT ME.
Jn 6:39-THE FATHER'S...WHICH HATH SENT ME.
Jn 6:40-HIM THAT SENT ME.
Jn 6:44-THE FATHER WHICH HATH SENT ME.
Jn 6:57-THE LIVING FATHER HATH SENT ME.
Jn 7:16-MY DOCTRINE IS NOT MINE, BUT HIS THAT SENWE.
Jn 7:28-29-1 AM NOT COME OF MYSELF, BUT HE THAT SHNME IS TRUE.
Jn 7:29-FOR | AM FROM HIM, AND HE HATH SENT ME.
Jn 8:18-THE FATHER THAT SENT ME BEARETH WITNESS QHRE.
Jn 8:26-HE THAT SENT ME IS TRUE.
Jn 8:29-AND HE THAT SENT ME.
Jn 8:42-FOR | PROCEEDED FORTH AND CAME FROM GOD; INHER CAME | OF MYSELF, BUT HE SENT
ME.
Jn 9:4-HIM THAT SENT ME.
Jn 10:36-THE FATHER HATH...SENT INTO THE WORLD.
Jn 11:42-THOU HAST SENT ME.
Jn 12:44-HIM THAT SENT ME.
Jn 12:45-HIM THAT SENT ME.
Jn 12:49-THE FATHER WHICH SENT ME.
Jn 13:20-HIM THAT SENT ME.
Jn 14:24-THE FATHER'S WHICH SENT ME.
Jn 15:21-HIM THAT SENT ME.
Jn 16:5-HIM THAT SENT ME.
Jn 17:3-WHOM THOU HAST SENT.
Jn 17:18-THOU HAST SENT ME.
Jn 17:21-THOU HAST SENT ME.
Jn 17:23-THOU HAST SENT ME.
Jn 17:25-THOU HAST SENT ME.
Jn 20:21-MY FATHER HATH SENT ME. The verses continue—
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Jn 1:35.

Jn 1:36.

Jn 1:37.

Jn 1:38.

ANDREW, SIMON, AND PERHAPS A
THIRD PERSON
(The first time Jesus meets themn
30 YEARS PLUS 62 DAYS
AGAIN THE NEXT DAY AFTER JOHN

STOOD, (WITH) TWO OF HIS DISCIPLES;

Beginning with verse 35, the Bible begins to fooasthe ministry of Jesus rather than the minisfryahn Baptist. It is

also the beginning of some of John'’s disciplesitgatim to go with Jesus.

Jn 1:35. AGAIN THE NEXT DAY. Two days previously Jesus stood in the crowde Aéxt day John points
Him out and identifies Him as the Son of God. Nbw next day—

(Note: Andrew was one, and some believe JohnAFTER JOHN STOOD, (WITH) TWO OF HIS DISCIPLES. John undoubtedly had many disciples at this tioe

was the other.)

AND LOOKING (AT) JESUS AS HE
WALKED (passing by), HE (SAID), (LOOK)
THE LAMB OF GOD!

AND THE TWO DISCIPLES HEARD HIM
SPEAK (this), AND THEY FOLLOWED
JESUS.

Jn 3:25. A bit further on we understand that the tvere Andrew and probably John who wrote the @bepJohn. The
verses continue—

Jn 1:36. AND LOOKING (AT) JESUS

AS HE WALKED (passing by). Jesus was passing by the location that John #pdid was located at. The verse
continues—

HE (SAID), (LOOK). John tells his disciples and others that mightHzeen standing there to “look”—

THE LAMB OF GOD! Again John the Baptist identifies Jesus as thallaf God. John had no pride or fear that he
might loose some of his disciples to Jesus. Heagul to take every possible opportunity to dipectple to Jesus.

Many men did follow Jesus for it is written in Jn 1:26,27,30-AMEN COME TO HIM. John seemed to indicate
that those that were with him and those that followed Jesues avdained from God as it is written: A MAN CAN
RECEIVE NOTHING EXCEPT IT BE GIVEN HIM FROM HEAVEN.HE MUST INCREASE, BUT | MUST
DECREASE. Again John’s focus was on Jesus, not himsHiis is the way it should be with all Christians, but
sadly, most have their focus on themselves far more dhalesus. We are reminded of the Scripture in Isa 26:3-
THOU WILT KEEP HIM IN PERFECT PEACE, WHOSE MIND ISTAYED ON THEE: BECAUSE HE
TRUSTETH IN THEE.

John could not take away the sins of the world. hbié already said in verse 29 that it was the LafmBod which taketh
away the sin of the world. The verses continue—

Jn 1:37. AND THE TWO DISCIPLES. These are two that were disciples of John, they—
HEARD HIM (that is John Baptist)—

SPEAK (this),
AND THEY FOLLOWED JESUS. By this time they should have understood thatsl@gs the long awaited Christ, but

their understanding would have been very shallbittle did they comprehend that what they were doiras the beginning
of a change in their life for eternity. They didtrunderstand that during the millennium they woult® over the twelve
tribes of Israel-ref Lk 22:30. They did not knohat their names would forever be written in thenidations of New
Jerusalem-ref Rev 21:14. They did not understhatit was God in heaven that had put it in thearts to follow Jesus.
The following of Jesus in this passage is not endimce of picking up your cross and following Hipiritually, but rather,
physically they followed Him. They would be calléal “FOLLOW HIM” totally in Mt 4:19 about 8 monthkater. The

verses continue—

THEN JESUS TURNED (around), AND SAW Jn 1:38. THEN JESUS TURNED (around),

THEM FOLLOWING, AND (SAID) (TO)
THEM, WHAT SEEK (YOU)? THEY SAID
(TO) HIM, RABBI, (WHICH IS TO SAY,

AND SAW THEM FOLLOWING. This indicates that they were behind Him. Jepoke—

AND (SAID) (TO) THEM,
WHAT SEEK (YOU)? These are the first words recorded in John’s €lodmt Jesus spoke. The first words Jesus

BEING INTERPRETED, MASTER,) (or spoke chronologically are in Lk 2:49. Jesus opeaheddoor to them by speaking first. As one stdie words of Jesus, it

Teacher) WHERE (ARE YOU STAYING)?

is noted that he spoke very few words but what pteke was to the point. He did not waist words. atMHis father gave
Him to speak, that He spoke.

JESUS SPOKE THE WORDS THAT HIS FATHER GAVE HIM TO S AY
WORDS JESUS SPOKE
Jn 3:32-ANDWHAT HE HATH SEEN AND HEARD, THAT HE TESTIFIEWND NO MAN RECEIVETH HIS

TESTIMONY.
Jn 8:26-1 HAVE MANY THINGS TO SAY AND TO JUDGE OF ¥U: BUT HE THAT SENT ME IS TRUE; AND I
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Jn 1:39.

Jn 1:40.

Jn 1:41.

HE (SAID) (TO) THEM, COME AND (you
will) SEE. (So) THEY CAME AND SAW
WHERE HE (WAS STAYING), AND (they)
(STAYED) WITH HIM THAT DAY: FOR IT
WAS ABOUT THE TENTH HOUR (or four
o'clock in the afternoon-JNT).

ONE OF THE TWO WHICH HEARD JOHN
SPEAK, AND FOLLOWED (JESUS), WAS
ANDREW, SIMON PETER'S BROTHER.

SPEAK TO THE WORLD THOSE THINGS WHICH | HAVE HEARTHIM".

Jn 8:40-BUT NOW YE SEEK TO KILL ME, A MAN THAT HATHTOLD YOU THE TRUTH, WHICH | HAVE
HEARD OF GODTHIS DID NOT ABRAHAM.

Jn 15:15-HENCEFORTH | CALL YOU NOT SERVANTS; FOR B5ERVANT KNOWETH NOT WHAT HIS LORD
DOETH: BUT | HAVE CALLED YOU FRIENDS; FORALL THINGS THAT | HAVE HEARD OF MY FATHER | HAVE
MADE KNOWN UNTO YOU

The verse continues. The two disciples of John respaindbe question of Jesus with their own question—
THEY SAID (TO) HIM, RABBI, (WHICH IS TO SAY, BEING INTERPRETED, MASTER,) (or Teacher).
It can signify that by calling Him “Rabbi”, they showed aideto be taught by Him. They said to Jesus—
WHERE (ARE YOU STAYING)? In asking, “Where are you staying”, they seemed tizétd that they wanted
to get to know Him better. Little did they understand at this thaeHis real home was in heaven with the Father.
All born again Christians should want to lodge with Jesusydagr The verses continue—

Jn 1:39. HE (SAID) (TO) THEM,

COME AND (you will) SEE.

(So) THEY CAME AND SAW WHERE HE (WAS STAYING),

AND (they) (STAYED) WITH HIM THAT DAY:

FOR IT WAS ABOUT THE TENTH HOUR (or four o’clock in the afternoon-JNT). The Jews begin their day at
night when they can first see 3 stars. For notynale may say at 6 PM our time. The daylight pariben would begin
approximately 6 am our time. Thus the tenth hoould be 4 PM. Some might relate this time to Roriae which would
be 10 am. The verses continue—

Jn 1:40. ONE OF THE TWO

WHICH HEARD JOHN SPEAK,

AND FOLLOWED (JESUS),

WAS ANDREW,

SIMON PETER'S BROTHER. Little did he know at that time, that his life wld be changed for eternity. Not only was
he to become a disciple of Jesus, he would beconapastie. During the millennium he, along withdther apostles will
reign and rule over the twelve tribes of Israel@sus will reign on the earth as King of Kings andd of Lords. Andrew’s
permanent residence thereafter will be in the@it§od called New Jerusalem.

The other that was with Andrew appears to have Bebn-who would later become an apostle.

When a person repents and receives Jesus Chrikeiad.ord and Saviour, little do they initially akkize how it will
ultimately effect the rest of their life both now this present world and life everlasting in therld/do come. The verses
continue—

(ANDREW) (the) FIRST (thing) (he) (did was Jn 1:41. (ANDREW) (the) FIRST (thing) (he) (did wasto) (FIND)

to) (FIND) HIS OWN BROTHER SIMON,
AND (SAID) (TO) HIM, WE HAVE FOUND
THE (MESSIAH), WHICH IS, BEING

HIS OWN BROTHER SIMON. Note, the very first thing he did and that wahis heart was to tell someone close to
him that he loved about the wonderful news of figdihe Messiah. There is no mention that he dydsach thing when he
followed John Baptist. Telling people about Jgshis Christ, the only begotten Son of God) showldinbthe heart of all that

INTERPRETED, THE CHRIST (or “One Who truly find Jesus Christ, or it may be said, thatudefinds them. Andrew also brought a lad to Jefhish had five barley

has been anointed™JNT).

loaves and two small fishes about 28 months latkdr 6:8,9. The name of Andrew is mentioned ati8utmes in the New
Testament. The verse continues—

AND (SAID) (TO) HIM,

WE (meaning Andrew and John, which later would becapwstles), WE—

HAVE FOUND THE (MESSIAH). Actually, it was Jesus that found and called thieat from their view point, it was
they had found the Messiah, (or the Anointed One)—

WHICH IS, BEING INTERPRETED, THE CHRIST (or “One Wh o has been anointed’-JNT). As one reads this,
one can sense the excitement Andrew must have Flaelre is indeed, excitement in the hearts of baettuly finds Jesus
and understands what it truly means. Many claiey thre saved, but there is no excitement, no rgntartell others about
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Page 206 Jesus, and no dedication to Christ. The reasoth#tris evident. They may have found religiont ot Jesus. They may
have found a comfortable church to attend with tifteice people and activities, but not Jesus. Jéwsis that most find is
not the Jesus of the Bible, but a remanufacturedsiehich is in a person’s evil imagination butinatheir heart. The Jesus
that most people find is a Jesus that conformshatwhey want to believe and what they think thegch However, the
Jesus of the Bible is a Jesus that tells each dfiatswe are to repent and conform to Him, to f8ad, to obey Him, to
surrender ourselves to Him, to deny self, and ¥e ldim.

1. Name:Andrew (means-“manly, conqueror”).
Son of: Jona (dove)-Jn 1:42; Jonah-Jn 21:15; Ddkn-
Related to: brother of Peter.
Where from: Bethsaida-Jn 1:44.
Lived in: Bethsaida and Capernaum.
Occupation: Fisherman-Mk 1:16.
Misc: Originally a disciple of John the BaptisBrought Peter to Jesus-Jn 1:41. Andrew and Peteed a house
together-Mk 1:29.

5. NameJohn * (means-"qgift of God").
Surnamed: Boanerges (the sons of thunder)-Mk 3:17.
Related to: brother of James. Son of: Zebede&ataine. Salome may have been the sister of Magymtsther of
Jesus, which would make him a cousin of Jesubstket5:40; Jn 19:25.
Lived in: Bethsaida, Capernaum, and Jerusalem.
Occupation: Fisherman. James and John partnérsSiviton-ref Lk 5:10.
Bible information: Wrote the Gospel According thdl, First John, Second John, Third John, and &welRtion.
This totals 5 books, 50 chapters, and 1,414 verses
How died: It is believed he died a natural death.
Misc: James is always mentioned first. Only dikcimentioned that stood at the cross, yet allowet@mio enter
the tomb first. Cared for the mother of Jesus.keflsJesus, WILT THOU THAT WE COMMAND FIRE TO
COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND CONSUME THEM?-Lk 9:54The verses continue—

Jn 1:42. AND HE BROUGHT HIM TO JESUS. AND Jn 1:42. AND HE BROUGHT HIM TO JESUS. Andrew went to find his brother and not only diel find
WHEN JESUS (LOOKED AT) HIM, HE him, but he brought him to Jesus personally. Oightaskyou, who have you brought to Jesus? The verse castinu
SAID, (YOU) (ARE) SIMON THE SON OF  AND WHEN JESUS (LOOKED AT) HIM, HE SAID,
(JONAH): (YOU) (SHALL) BE CALLED (YOU) (ARE) SIMON THE SON OF (JONAH). Jesus knew both Simon’s name and whose son he Jeasis knows
CEPHAS, WHICH IS BY all that are His whom His father gives Him. Itréported that Simon meant obedient and that Jomathaedove. All born
INTERPRETATION, A STONE (or Peter). again Christians should have a dove like spirit thabedient to Christ.

First Jesus calls Simon by name, but then He said—

(YOU) (SHALL) BE CALLED CEPHAS. (Kephas #2786-Strong’s concordance). Peter isedalCephas
approximately 6 times in the New Testament—

WHICH IS BY INTERPRETATION, A STONE (ref 4074-Strong’s concordancér Peter). (Ref 4074-Strong’s
concordance—"stone” iBetroswhich means a piece of a rock). It is not theesamard that is used for Jesus (the Rock) as a
certain misguided denomination teaches. The chigalot built upon Peter. It is built upon Jesusich is confirmed
throughout the New Testament as well as the Regalathapters 2 and 3. The word STONE (or pieca afck) does not
represent what Peter was, but what he would beeanie followed Jesus and was transformed. Afterdlurrection Peter
was becoming as his name implied. Jesus knewviarag whom the Father would give Him. Now, upogirsg Simon, he
tells him he will now be called Cephas (or Peteg(@ne). Peter's life was already planned by Guonfbefore the
foundation of the world. He would become a piltathe early church.

Unfortunately, to their own destruction, many people resest#iling that God has upon their life. Many selfishly
resist the transformation that God wants to do in their life &ir thwn hurt and destruction. Each of those that
followed Jesus had a deep hunger for God. Do yoe Het deep hunger for God? How have you changetieon
inside since Christ found you?

9. NamePeter * (means-“stone; a piece of a rock”). (ref Jn2):4
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Page 207 Also known as: Simon-Mt 4:18; Simon Barjona-Mt 1IB; Simeon-Acts 15:14; Cephas (rock)-ref Jn 1:42.
Son of: Jona (dove)-Jn 1:42; Jonah-Jn 21:15; Joh2it:15 NIV.
It is reported that the name GEphasn Aramaic means stoneand in Greek (2786-Strong’s concordance) the saame

is by interpretation is a stone Betroswhich means “a piece of a rock.”
Jesus was called thRIOCKin 1 Cor 10:4. The wordock is used approximately 13 times in the New Testamen
however Peter is never referred to asRbek(ref 4073Petra—Strong’s concordance means a rock or mass of rock)
but rather he is referred to as a stone (ref 4@7iéh means a piece of the rock). The church tdbndt upon Peter
as some would have you believe. It is built upesus.
Related to: brother of Andrew.
Where from: Bethsaida-Jn 1:44.
Lived in: Bethsaida and Capernaum.
Occupation: Fishermen-Mk 1:16. James and Johngrarwith Simon-ref Lk 5:10.
Bible information: He wrote First and Second Peter
Misc: Originally a disciple of John the Baptidtinpredictable. Andrew led him to Jesus. Andrew Beter owned
a house together-Mk 1:29. Was or had been mariade the words, SIMON'S WIFE'S MOTHER-Mk 1:30he
verses continue—

JESUS GOES INTO GALILEE
MEETS PHILIP AND NATHANAEL
30 YEARS PLUS 63 DAYS
Jn 1:43. THE DAY FOLLOWING JESUS WOULD  Jn1:43. THE DAY FOLLOWING

GO FORTH INTO GALILEE, AND (FOUND)  JESUS WOULD GO FORTH INTO GALILEE. Jesus now leaves the area that He was in (whashnear where John

PHILIP, AND (Jesus) (SAID) (TO) HIM, the Baptist was baptizing in Judea). He probalalyeled in a somewhat northern direction near ¢heah river—

FOLLOW ME. AND (FOUND) PHILIP . Jesus himself called Philip. It was not the sam Simon that was led to Christ by another.
When He finds Philip—

AND (Jesus) (SAID) (TO) HIM, FOLLOW ME. That same message is to all that are called ofSollow Jesus.

Regretfully, in this lukewarm and misled generatiorany seem to indicate that Jesus is to followmthéMany seem to
suggest that He is their servant and is to giventhk the promises in the Bible and on their pditelor nothing is required.
This is the first instance chronologically thatulessed the wordsllow Me It is written:

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 209 FOLLOW ME
DENY SELF
(New Testament verses show clearly, that all that are cdliédadto be saved are to follow Jesus)
Even though many indicate they are saved, their attitude,itigstthey do and say, their unwillingness to change, and
their unchildlikeness to correction indicates they are reallyalowing Jesus.
(Some New Testament Scriptures that also show that allrhasked of God are to deny themselves)

The wordg-ollow Meappear in the New Testament about 19 times.

Mt 4:18-19, 21,22-AND JESUS, WALKING BY THE SEA GBALILEE, SAW TWO BRETHREN, SIMON CALLED
PETER, AND ANDREW HIS BROTHER, CASTING A NET INTOHE SEA: FOR THEY WERE FISHERS. AND HE
SAITH UNTO THEM, FOLLOW ME AND | WILL MAKE YOU FISHERS OF MEN. AND GOING ONFROM
THENCE, HE SAW OTHER TWO BRETHREN, JAMES THE SON QEBEDEE, AND JOHN HIS BROTHER, IN A
SHIP WITH ZEBEDEE THEIR FATHER, MENDING THEIR NETSAND HE CALLED THEM. AND THEY
IMMEDIATELY LEFT THE SHIP AND THEIR FATHER, ANDFOLLOWED HIM

Mt 8:21-22-AND ANOTHER OF HIS DISCIPLES SAID UNTO IM, LORD, SUFFER ME FIRST TO GO AND
BURY MY FATHER. BUT JESUS SAID UNTO HIMFOLLOW ME AND LET THE DEAD BURY THEIR DEAD.

Mt 9:9-AND AS JESUS PASSED FORTH FROM THENCE, HE8AA MAN, NAMED MATTHEW, SITTING AT
THE RECEIPT OF CUSTOM: AND HE SAITH UNTO HIMFOLLOW ME AND HE AROSE, AND FOLLOWED HIM.

Mt 16:24-THEN SAID JESUS UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, IF ANMAN WILL COME AFTER ME, LET HIM DENY
HIMSELF, AND TAKE UP HIS CROSS, ANDFOLLOW ME

Mt 19:21-22-JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, IF THOU WILT BE FRFECT, GO AND (1)SELL THAT THOU HASTAND
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GIVE TO THE POOR, AND THOU SHALT HAVE TREASURE IN BAVEN: AND (2) COME AND FOLLOW ME
BUT WHEN THE YOUNG MAN HEARD THAT SAYING, HE WENT AVAY SORROWFUL: FOR HE HAD GREAT
POSSESSIONS.

Mk 2:14-AND AS HE PASSED BY, HE SAW LEVI THE SON ORLPHAEUS SITTING AT THE RECEIPT OF
CUSTOM, AND SAID UNTO HIM,FOLLOW ME AND HE AROSE AND FOLLOWED HIM.

Mk 8:34-AND WHEN HE HAD CALLED THE PEOPLE UNTO HIMVITH HIS DISCIPLES ALSO, HE SAID UNTO
THEM, WHOSOEVER WILL COME AFTER ME, LET HIMDENY HIMSELF AND TAKE UP HIS CROSS, AND
FOLLOW ME

Mk 10:21-24-THEN JESUS BEHOLDING HIM LOVED HIM, ANDSAID UNTO HIM, ONE THING THOU
LACKEST: GO THY WAY, SELL WHATSOEVER THOU HAST, ANDGIVE TO THE POOR, AND THOU SHALT
HAVE TREASURE IN HEAVEN: AND COME, TAKE UP THE CRCS AND FOLLOW ME AND HE WAS SAD AT
THAT SAYING, AND WENT AWAY GRIEVED: FOR HE HAD GREA POSSESSIONS. AND JESUS LOOKED
ROUND ABOUT, AND SAITH UNTO HIS DISCIPLES, HOW HARDY SHALL THEY THAT HAVE RICHES ENTER
INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD!...HOW HARD IS IT FOR THEM TAT TRUST IN RICHES TO ENTER INTO THE
KINGDOM OF GOD!

Lk 5:27-AND AFTER THESE THINGS HE WENT FORTH, ANDASV A PUBLICAN, NAMED LEVI, SITTING AT
THE RECEIPT OF CUSTOM: AND HE SAID UNTO HIMFOLLOW ME

Lk 9:23-25-AND HE SAID TO THEM ALL, IF ANY MAN WILL COME AFTER ME (or we may say if any man
desires to come to Jesus to be saved by faith), HEVT (1) DENY HIMSELFwhich includes repentance), (2) ANCAKE
UP HIS CROSS DAILY3) AND FOLLOW ME FOR WHOSOEVER WILL SAVE HIS LIFE SHALL LOSE ITBUT
WHOSOEVER WILL LOSE HIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE, THE SAMEBHALL SAVE IT. FOR WHAT IS A MAN
ADVANTAGED, IF HE GAIN THE WHOLE WORLD, AND LOSE HMSELF, OR BE CAST AWAY? To loose one’s
life is to totally and completely surrender it tesdis in total trust-to deny oneself. It is to conf to Jesus in all things-
attitude, words, and what one does and how theylacan also mean to be martyred for Christ. Sehfew that do this shall
indeed save their life for eternity. How few theme that have done this. How few there are trestrthe following: Ps
50:5-GATHER MY SAINTS TOGETHER UNTO ME; THOSE THAHAVE MADE A COVENANT WITH ME BY
SACRIFICE. There is absolutely no profit or gaiat lonly tragedy even if one gains the whole wotidalth, fame,
notoriety, friends, family, and riches, but theteafiards spends eternity in the lake of fire.

Lk 9:59-62-AND HE SAID UNTO ANOTHERFOLLOW ME BUT HE SAID, LORD, SUFFER ME FIRST TO GO
AND BURY MY FATHER. JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, LET THE BAD BURY THEIR DEAD: BUT GO THOU AND
PREACH THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND ANOTHER ALSO SAIOLORD, | WILL FOLLOW THEE; BUT LET ME
FIRST GO BID THEM FAREWELL, WHICH ARE AT HOME AT MYHOUSE. AND JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, NO
MAN, HAVING PUT HIS HAND TO THE PLOUGH, AND LOOKINGBACK, IS FIT FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD.
No person being called of God to surrender, follaml serve Him, is fit for the kingdom of God iethlook back to this
world. Remember Lot’s wife. You cannot serve doitbw God and money. You cannot serve and follBad and the
world also. The two are opposed to each othethaba person that follows Jesus cannot any lodgeand follow those
ungodly things he once desired to do. It is wnitt€al 5:17-FOR THE FLESH LUSTETH AGAINST THE SPTRIAND
THE SPIRIT AGAINST THE FLESH: AND THESE ARE CONTRARTHE ONE TO THE OTHER: SO THAT YE
CANNOT DO THE THINGS THAT YE WOULD.

Lk 18:22-NOW WHEN JESUS HEARD THESE THINGS, HE SAIDNTO HIM, YET LACKEST THOU ONE
THING: SELL ALL THAT THOU HAST, AND DISTRIBUTE UNTO THE POOR, ANDTHOU SHALT HAVE
TREASURE IN HEAVEN: AND COMEFOLLOW ME

Jn 1:43-THE DAY FOLLOWING JESUS WOULD GO FORTH INT@ALILEE, AND FINDETH PHILIP, AND
SAITH UNTO HIM, FOLLOW ME

Jn 10:27-MY SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE, AND | KNOW THEM, WD THEY FOLLOW ME Those that repent,
deny self, trust in and follow Jesus, they can hear Gedkapg to them. With hearing also comes correctly discerning
God’s voice and correctly discerning the devils voice wkitks to mislead a person. These people do follow Jesus.

Jn 12:26-IF ANY MAN SERVE ME, LET HIMFOLLOW ME AND WHERE | AM, THERE SHALL ALSO MY
SERVANT BE: IF ANY MAN SERVE ME, HIM WILL MY FATHERHONOUR. Regretfully, there are those that
do what appears to be the works of God. They appesarte God, yet they will not totally surrender themselves and
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Jn 1:44.

Jn 1:45.

NOW PHILIP WAS OF BETHSAIDA, THE
CITY OF ANDREW AND PETER.

PHILIP (FOUND) NATHANAEL, AND
(SAID) (TO) HIM, WE HAVE FOUND HIM
(the One), OF WHOM MOSES IN THE LAW,
AND THE PROPHETS, DID WRITE, JESUS
OF NAZARETH, THE SON OF JOSEPH.

follow Jesus.You shall know them by their fruits.

Jn 13:36-SIMON PETER SAID UNTO HIM, LORD, WHITHER @EST THOU? JESUS ANSWERED HIM,
WHITHER | GO, THOU CANST NOTFOLLOW MENOW; BUT THOU SHALTFOLLOW MEAFTERWARDS.

Jn 21:19-THIS SPAKE HE, SIGNIFYING BY WHAT DEATH HEHOULD GLORIFY GOD. AND WHEN HE HAD
SPOKEN THIS, HE SAITH UNTO HIMFOLLOW ME

He that has ears to hear, let him hear. The vem#ue—

Jn 1:44. NOW PHILIP WAS OF BETHSAIDA. It has been indicated that Bethsaida means theeholunets.
It is estimated that it was located a few milesmeaist of Capernaum on the northern part of theoS&alilee. Capernaum
is on the northwestern part of the Sea of Galilelesus said of Bethsaida in Mt 11:21 (ref Lk 10:M8)E UNTO
THEE,...BETHSAIDA! FOR IF THE MIGHTY WORKS, WHICH WER DONE IN YOU, HAD BEEN DONE IN TYRE
AND SIDON, THEY WOULD HAVE REPENTED LONG AGO IN SAKCLOTH AND ASHES. Bethsaida was also—
THE CITY OF ANDREW AND PETER. Note that Philip, Andrew, and Peter were all frBethsaida. However, it
appears they relocated to Capernaum sometimeraftétk 1:21,29.
10. NamepPhilip (means-“lover of horses”).
Where from: Bethsaida-Jn 1:44; 12:21.
Misc: Philip found Nathanael and brought him teukeref Jn 1:45-51. Jesus found Philip, and $&@LLOW
ME-Jn 1:43. In another Scripture, Philip said,R) SHOW US THE FATHER, AND IT SUFFICETH US (or
will be enough for us)-Jn 14:8.

1. NameAndrew (means-“manly, conqueror”).

5. John * (means-"gift of God").

9. Name: Peter (means-“stone; rock”)-Mt 16:18.

10. Name: Philigmeans-“lover of horses”) The verses continue—

Jn 1:45. PHILIP (FOUND) NATHANAEL. When a person truly finds the Christ (God who t@®e to the
earth in human form) they should feel the neeelidhe good news to their relatives and friends.

2. NameBartholomew (means-"son of Tolmai").

Also known asNathanaelJn 1:45-49.

Son of: Tolmai.

Where from: Cana in Galilee-ref Jn 21:2

Misc: Philip found Nathanael and brought him teukeref Jn 1:45-51. Could have been of noble bidisus said
AN ISRAELITE... IN WHOM IS NO GUILE (or nothing fae)-Jn 1:47. Was brought to Jesus by Philip-nef J
1:45. He called Jesus the Son of God in Jn 1RMILIP FOUND NATHANAEL—

AND (SAID) (TO) HIM,

WE HAVE FOUND HIM (the One),

OF WHOM MOSES IN THE LAW,

AND THE PROPHETS,

DID WRITE. Philip’s words indicate that he had a good knalgkeof the writings of Moses and the prophets.e€asts
of the coming of the Messiah appear in many varsté®e Old Testament. Some are listed below:

Deut 18:15-The LORD THY GOD WILL RAISE UP UNTO THEE PROPHET FROM THE MIDST OF THEE, OF
THY BRETHREN, LIKE UNTO ME; UNTO HIM YE SHALL HEARKEN.

Deut 18:18-19-1 WILL RAISE THEM UP A PROPHET FROMMONG THEIR BRETHREN, LIKE UNTO THEE,
AND WILL PUT MY WORDS IN HIS MOUTH; AND HE SHALL SEAK UNTO THEM ALL THAT | SHALL
COMMAND HIM. AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT WHOSBVER WILL NOT HEARKEN UNTO MY
WORDS WHICH HE SHALL SPEAK IN MY NAME, | WILL REQURE IT OF HIM.

There are many verses in the Old Testament that #iecoming of the Messiah. Listed here are Heta

JESUS CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT (A few of the many verses)
MESSIAH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
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Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 212

Dan 9:24-26;

Deut 18:15,18,19;

Ex 12:46;

Isa 7:14, 9:6, 49:5-7, 50:6, 52:14, 53:1-12, 61:1,2

Mic 5:2;

Num 9:12; Ps 2:7, 16:10, 22:1, 6-8, 34:20, 35:119449:15, 69:21,
Daniel 7:13,14;

Zech 9:9, 12:10. The verse continues—

Philip knew and understood the Law. He recognfrech these writings who the Messiah was. He saidthanael that
it was—

JESUS OF NAZARETH,

THE SON OF JOSEPH. People in those days did not have last names@d@today do. They were often identified by
the town or city they were from and by the naméhefr father. Some might be identified by someghihey do such as
John the Baptist. Jesus is the name that was giv&od’'s Son by the angel of the Lord-ref Mt 1:2Q@, The name means:
HE SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS-Mt 1:213esus is also called Christ. Christ means the islessf Jn
1:41.

CHRIST
SOME NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES USING THE WORD CHRIST
The wordCHRIST is used in the New Testament approximately 558gim

The Christ which was to come into the world camédahe saviour. Lk 2:11-FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN THI&Y
IN THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOURWHICH ISCHRIST THE LORD.

The Scriptures foretold that Christ world come frtme lineage of David and out of the town of Betiele. Jn 7:42-
HATH NOT THE SCRIPTURE SAID, THATCHRIST COMETH OF THE SEED OF DAVID, AND OUT OF THE
TOWN OF BETHLEHEM, WHERE DAVID WAS?

The Christ is the Son of God. Jn 11:27-SHE SAITNTO HIM, YEA, LORD: | BELIEVE THAT THOU ART THE
CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, WHICH SHOULD COME INTO THE WORLD.

Jesus Christ came to gave Grace and Truth. JAFOR THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, BUT GRACE AND
TRUTH CAME BY JESUSCHRIST.

Justification, redemption and salvation does nahedhrough any way or any person except ChristsledRo 3:24-
BEING JUSTIFIED FREELY BY HIS GRACE THROUGH THEEDEMPTIONTHAT IS IN CHRIST JESUS.

Justification is only through Jesus Christ. Peace with Godammes through Jesus Christ. Ro 5:1-THEREFORE
BEING JUSTIFIED BY FAITH, WE HAVE PEACE WITH GOD TROUGH OUR LORD JESUEHRIST:

When a person truly finds Christ which also means the isleskis desire is to find his relatives and friends and
help them also find Christ. Jn 1:41-HE FIRST FINDETH KI8/N BROTHER SIMON, AND SAITH UNTO HIM,
WE HAVE FOUND THE MESSIAS, WHICH IS, BEING INTERPRED, THECHRIST.

Again we see that the words Messiah and Christraezchangeable. Jn 4:25-THE WOMAN SAITH UNTO HIM,
KNOW THAT MESSIASCOMETH, WHICH IS CALLEDCHRIST: WHEN HE IS COME, HE WILL TELL US ALL
THINGS.

Christ knows all things. Jn 4:29-COME, SEE A MANHICH TOLD ME ALL THINGS THAT EVER | DID: IS NOT
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THIS THECHRIST?

God saves people through the Words of Christ, tjindhe words of the Gospel. Jesus Christ is théo8aof the world.
Jn 4:42-AND SAID UNTO THE WOMAN, NOWWE BELIEVE NOT BECAUSE OF THY SAYINGIFOR WE HAVE
HEARD HIMOURSELVES, AND KNOW THAT THIS IS INDEED THEEHRIST, THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD.

1 Cor 1:21-FOR...IT PLEASED GOD BY THE FOOLISHNESS ®REACHING TO SAVE THEM THAT BELIEVE.

1 Cor 1:21-FOR AFTER THAT IN THE WISDOM OF GOD TH®ORLD BY WISDOM KNEW NOT GOD, IT
PLEASED GOD BY THE FOOLISHNESS OFREACHING TO SAVHHEM THAT BELIEVE. Ro 10:17-SO THEN
FAITH COMETH BY HEARING, AND HEARING BY THE WORD OFGOD. The Word of God is what we are to
preach. Worldly stores about ourselves or otheinde they sound nice, can not build our faith.

The things that happened to Christ were fore told before they happened. Acts 26:22,23-HAVING
THEREFORE OBTAINED HELP OF GOD, | CONTINUE UNTO THIDAY, WITNESSING...,SAYING NONE
OTHER THINGSTHAN THOSE WHICH THE PROPHETS AND MOSES DID SAY SHOD COME: THAT
CHRIST SHOULD SUFFER, AND THAT HE SHOULD BE THE FIRST THASHOULD RISE FROM THE
DEAD, AND SHOULD SHEW LIGHT UNTO THE PEOPLE, AND TOHE GENTILES.

The Gospel which we preach is of Christ. Ro 1:0RH AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEIOF CHRIST: FOR
IT IS THE POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION TO EVERY ONEHAT BELIEVETH; TO THE JEW FIRST, AND
ALSO TO THE GREEK.

Anyone that does not have the Spirit of God indftEm, is not saved. A person can receive the tSgfirGod only
through faith (or trust) in Jesus Christ. Christhie end of the law for righteousness. Ro 8:9-METARE NOT IN THE
FLESH, BUT IN THE SPIRIT, IF SO BE THAT THE SPIRIOF GOD DWELL IN YOU. NOWIF ANY MAN HAVE NOT
THE SPIRIT OFCHRIST, HE IS NONE OF HIS Ro 8:10-AND IFCHRIST BE IN YOU, THE BODY IS DEAD
BECAUSE OF SIN; BUT THE SPIRIT IS LIFBECAUSEOF RIGHTEOUSNESS. Ro 10:4-FGBHRIST IS THE END
OF THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNES® EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH. To believe—a totalnaompromising
commitment of love and obedience. To believe isust.

Everyone that is truly in Christ is part of one podne family. All are members one of another. gk brothers and
sisters in Christ. All have one Father which ihi@aven. A person that is not of that body, of ¢raup is not truly saved.
Ro 12:5-SO WE, BEING MANY, ARE ONE BODY IKHRIST, AND EVERY ONE MEMBERS ONE OF ANOTHER.

If a person is truly saved, they are of the bod{bfist and belong to Christ. They do not belamghemselves for it is
written. Mk 9:41YE BELONG TCCHRIST.

Through the prophets in the Old Testament, it camptoven beyond any doubt that Jesus is the Chiists 9:22-BUT
SAUL...CONFOUNDED THE JEWS.PROVINGTHAT THIS IS VERY CHRIST. Acts 18:28-FOR HE MIGHTILY
CONVINCED THE JEWS, AND THAT PUBLICKLY, SHEWING BYTHE SCRIPTURES THAT JESUS WASHRIST.

The world then as today hates Christ and accusmsard His followers. They see things or hear thingpich they do
not understand, and then make up stories and corfadgse conclusions. Then they begin to falselyuae. Lk 23:2-AND
THEY BEGAN TO ACCUSE HIM SAYING, WE FOUND THIS FELLOW PERVERTING THE NATIN, AND
FORBIDDING TO GIVE TRIBUTE TO CAESAR, SAYING THAT H HIMSELF ISCHRIST A KING.

The world then as today wants to wipe out the nafmkesus Christ. Those that follow Christ can ekpeany problems
such as threats and jail. The world does not wastname of Jesus and the truth to spread. Att8-AND AS THEY
SPAKE UNTO THE PEOPLE, THE PRIESTS, AND THE CAPTAI®F THE TEMPLE, AND THE SADDUCEES,
CAME UPON THEM, BEING GRIEVED THAT THEYTAUGHT...AND PREACHED THROUGH JESUSHE
RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. AND THEY...PUT THEM IN®LD (or in jail). The next day after being put in
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Jn 1:46.

AND NATHANAEL SAID (TO) HIM, CAN
THERE ANY GOOD THING COME OUT OF
NAZARETH? PHILIP (SAID) (TO) HIM,
COME AND SEE.

jail the apostles were threatened and warned tpmaich in the name of Jesus. Acts 4:17,18-BUT THASPREAD NO
FURTHER...LET US STRAITLY THREATEN THEM, THAT THEYSPEAKHENCEFORTHTO NO MAN IN THIS
NAME AND THEY CALLED THEM, AND COMMANDED THEM NOT TO SPEAK AT ALL NOR TEACH IN THE
NAME OF JESUS However, the apostles did not obey. Again tiveye put in prison but God rescued them. Agairy the
were confronted by the religious leaders. Acts8SSAYING, DID NOT WE STRAITLY COMMAND YOU THAT YE
SHOULD NOT TEACH IN THIS NAMEAND, BEHOLD, YE HAVE FILLED JERUSALEM WITH YOUR @CTRINE.

In these latter days, many false religions are beimg accepted, even those that advocate violéntehe world wants to
stamp out the teachings of Christ which offendsppeoef Mt 11:6, 13:57, 15:12, 24:10, and Mk 6:Bhen as today the
world wants to stamp out the truth, the name afidethe ten commandments and things related te.thesthese latter days
of the last days, the stage is being set for geaof the antichrist.

Then, as today, rulers and high officials are agafBod and His Christ. Acts 4:26-THE KINGS OF THRRTH
STOOD UP, AND THE RULERS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AMGNST THE LORD, AND AGAINST HIS
CHRIST.

Even when he was dying on the cross, the peopleraieds mocked Him. Lk 23:35-AND THE PEOPLE STOOD
BEHOLDING. AND THE RULERS ALSO WITH THEM DERIDED HW, SAYING, HE SAVED OTHERS; LET HIM
SAVE HIMSELF, IF HE BECHRIST, THE CHOSEN OF GOD.

Christ was born to suffer and die on the crossaipthe sin debt for all that would trust in Himhi§ was fore told in the
Scriptures by Moses and the prophets. As Chri¢raad, so do those that follow Him. As Christ v is hated, so are
those that truly follow Him. Lk 24:26, 27-OUGHT NOCHRIST TO HAVE SUFFERED'HESE THINGS, AND TO
ENTER INTO HIS GLORY? AND BEGINNING ATMOSES AND ALL THE PROPHETBE EXPOUNDED UNTO
THEM IN ALL THE SCRIPTURES THE THINGS CONCERNING MISELF. Lk 24:46-AND SAID UNTO THEM,
THUS IT IS WRITTEN, AND THUS IT BEHOVEDCHRIST TO SUFFERAND TO RISE FROM THE DEAD THE
THIRD DAY Jn 15:20, 21-REMEMBER THE WORD THAT | 3B UNTO YOU, THE SERVANT IS NOT GREATER
THAN HIS LORD. IF THEY HAVE PERSECUTED METHEY WILL ALSO PERSECUTE YQOWB THEY HAVE KEPT
MY SAYING, THEY WILL KEEP YOURS ALSO. BUTALL THESE THINGS WILL THEY DO UNTYDU FOR MY
NAME'S SAKE,BECAUSETHEY KNOW NOT HIM THAT SENT ME. Acts 3:18-BUT THSE THINGS, WHICH GOD
BEFORE HAD SHEWED BY THE MOUTH OF ALL HIS PROPHET$HAT CHRIST SHOULD SUFFERHE HATH
SO FULFILLED. Jn 15:25-BUT THIS COMETH TO PASS, Af THE WORD MIGHT BE FULFILLED THAT IS
WRITTEN IN THEIR LAW, THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE

The Scriptures fore told of the resurrection. A231-HE SEEING THIBEFORESPAKE OF THE RESURRECTION
OF CHRIST, THAT HIS SOUL WAS NOT LEFT IN HELL, NEITHER HISIEESH DID SEE CORRUPTION.

If a person truly finds Christ, (of we may say Christ fithem), they will give their lives for Him. Of the 12
apostles, it appears that 11 were martyred. As Jesss so are those in this world that follow Him. Many
missionaries these days, which you may seldom hear areubeing killed. It is written in Acts 15:26-MEN THAT
HAVE HAZARDED THEIR LIVES FOR THE NAME OF OUR LORDESUSCHRIST. The verses continue—

Jn 1:46. AND NATHANAEL SAID (TO) HIM,

CAN THERE ANY GOOD THING

COME OUT OF NAZARETH? Initially skepticism or doubts came into Nathdisathoughts. The reason for those
doubts was because the town of Nazareth was mextiofhis is a familiar tactic Satan uses in owughts-ref Gen 3:1
when there is something we do not understand,megwrejudices and wrong thinking enters our minds.

The Old Testament indicates that the Messiah shooide out of Judah-ref Mic 5:2, and Bethlehem-re¢ Bt2. No
mention is made regarding the Messiah coming ottaafareth.

As one looks back regarding all the apostles, Nwtbk perhaps more than any other, displayed daggteding Jesus
being the Messiah initially.
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NAZARETH

This town is of such little significance, that ibe&s not appear to be mentioned in the Old Testamiéms reported that
Nazareth, in the Galilee, had a bad reputation. apppears that Roman troops were stationed therettzerg were
collaborators among the people. Among other peptee Galilee, Nazareth was looked down on. Adswng the chief
priests and Pharisees, Galilee itself was lookeundan-ref Jn 7:52. Paul was spoken about in copitémActs 24:5 being
accused of being a ringleader of the cult or setti@Nazarenes. About 34 months later, in Jn,7%82n the Pharisees said:
SEARCH, AND LOOK: FOR OUT OF GALILEE ARISETH NO PRGIET.

RELIGION THAT LEADS TO ETERNAL DAMNATION ISTHEMOS T
THAT THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE EVER ATTAIN.

Without the Holy Spirit granting a person undergiag of God’s Word in their heart, plus repentance,

and without a person having a good, or good an@stdmeart after hearing and understanding, God'slWo

the most a person can ultimately attain is beitigiogis but without being truly born again througgsus Christ.

Such a person cannot bring forth fruit to perfattiath patience, that remains—some thirtyfold, s@ix¢yfold and some
an hundredfold.

Such people, at the most, can only understandeugelor bear fruit for a time, but then fall, otthér away, or are choked
as Satan uses various devices of this world ogghin their hearts to deceive, entice, or scamattef Mt 13; Mk 4; Lk 8.

What a horrible end it is for people as Satan s sibhsake away God’s Word that was sown in thedrts.

What a tragedy it is when God tugs on a persoresthecome and sedut the person refuses.

The verse continues—

PHILIP (SAID) (TO) HIM, COME AND SEE. It appears that Philip did not know how to ansiNathanael. Thus, he
answered him with the words, “Come and see.” ftemps Nathaniel followed Philip. He went to seeHunself. Little
could he have understood that he would surrenddiflito Jesus Christ and would one day reign i@sus-ref 2 Tim 2:12;
Rev 5:10, 20:6, 22:5. Little do people understan@or 2:9-AS IT IS WRITTEN, EYE HATH NOT SEEN, NORAR
HEARD, NEITHER HAVE ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MANTHE THINGS WHICH GOD HATH PREPARED
FOR THEM THAT LOVE HIM.

The verses continue—

Jn 1:47. JESUS SAW NATHANAEL COMING TO  Jn 1:47. JESUS SAW NATHANAEL
HIM, AND (SAID) OF HIM, BEHOLD AN COMING TO HIM,
ISRAELITE (or true son of Israel-JNT) AND (SAID) OF HIM,
INDEED, IN WHOM IS NO GUILE (or deceit, BEHOLD AN ISRAELITE (or true son of Israel-JNT) IND EED,
or nothing false)! IN WHOM IS NO GUILE (or deceit, or nothing false)! These words Jesus did not appear to say to Nathmarn spoke
“of” him to those that were with him already. Yeappears Nathanael heard him. Jesus knew exab#y to say to erase
Nathanael’s doubts.

Jesus said ...AN ISRAELITE...IN WHOM IS NO GUILE (opthing false)-Jn 1:47. Jesus in no way relates that
Nathanael was without sin. Rather, this seems to indicate thfzdiNel was a sincere and honest person. This is the
way Jesus would have us all be. He was not deceitfus written: Ro 2:29-BUT HE IS A JEW, WHICH IS ONE
INWARDLY; AND CIRCUMCISION IS THAT OF THE HEART, INTHE SPIRIT, AND NOT IN THE LETTER,;
WHOSE PRAISE IS NOT OF MEN, BUT OF GOD.

Nathanael should have been a person of few wotdsgist forward, totally open and honest, and withalterior or
hidden motives, schemes, or excuses. Does thsiptésn fit you? Often people do not say whatytheally mean. They
hide certain things. Someone may come to a cepigon’s house to see their new baby, but theyttsay came to get
some salt. They have deceptive motives. Peopkenaofover up their real intentions by saying soinethslightly
misleading, yet appearing to be sincere. Whencdaakguestion they may not lie, but neither do thieye the whole truth
and nothing but the truth. There is deceptiorh@irthearts. People make excuses to justify thihgg shouldn’t have done.
Some say hurtful things to others because thewmrgey or they give them compliments they might etbierwise do to gain
their favor or attention. There is deceit in the@arts. Nathanael did not try to make himselftoute anything other than
what he truly was. There are few people indeetidlia honestly examine themselves by God’s WorbHawit making alibis.
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Jn 1:48.

Jn 1:49.

NATHANAEL (SAID) (TO) HIM, (HOW DO

YOU KNOW-JNT) ME? JESUS ANSWERED
AND SAID (TO) HIM, BEFORE THAT

PHILIP CALLED (YOU), WHEN (YOU)

(WERE) UNDER THE FIG TREE, | SAW
(YOU).

NATHANAEL ANSWERED AND (SAID)
(TO) HIM, RABBI, (YOU) (ARE) THE SON
OF GOD; (YOU) (ARE) THE KING OF
ISRAEL.

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 215

It is a rare person indeed that can quietly, receirrection as a little child, and repent-ref Mt3L Jacob (who became
Israel) was known for his subtilty (or deceptiortrickery)-ref Gen 27:35,36. Jesus, in saying thate was nothing false or
deceitful in Nathanael, may have been saying thiké way a true Israelite ought to be. We maytlaiskquestion of “you”-
how does Jesus characterize you?

Regarding the name Israel, it is written ref Gem282ZTHY NAME SHALL BE CALLED NO MORE JACOB, BUT
ISRAEL: FOR AS A PRINCE HAST THOU POWER WITH GOD ANWITH MEN, AND HAST PREVAILED.

The verses continue—

Jn 1:48. NATHANAEL (SAID) (TO) HIM,

(HOW DO YOU KNOW -JNT) ME? Nathanael appears to have been startled by veha¢érd Jesus say—

JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID (TO) HIM,

BEFORE THAT PHILIP CALLED (YOU),

WHEN (YOU) (WERE) UNDER THE FIG TREE, | SAW (YOU). Note, Jesus saillyhen you were under the fig tree.
It appears that Jesus had knowledge of Nathanae beder a fig tree that no one else could hawn It effected him
deeply. Jesus appears to have been exercisingfthef the Spirit. The words Jesus spoke revtaldivinity.

Nathanael's heart had been prepared beforehan@8ydg this very time.

The term “under the fig tree” can denote a timeetax and a time of safety. Note 1 Ki 4:25-AND JA AND ISRAEL
DWELT SAFELY, EVERY MAN UNDER HIS VINE AND UNDER H$ FIG TREE. Mic 4:4-BUT THEY SHALL SIT
EVERY MAN UNDER HIS VINE AND UNDER HIS FIG TREE; AB NONE SHALL MAKE THEM AFRAID. Also ref
Zech 3:10.

Many people think they can hide things from God, the Scriptures assure us that He knows all thidgss written: Ps
139:2-4-THOU KNOWEST MY DOWNSITTING AND MINE UPRISIG, THOU UNDERSTANDEST MY THOUGHT
AFAR OFF. THOU COMPASSEST MY PATH AND MY LYING DOW, AND ART ACQUAINTED WITH ALL MY
WAYS. FOR THERE IS NOT A WORD IN MY TONGUE, BUT,Q@, O LORD, THOU KNOWEST IT ALTOGETHER.

The fact that Jesus knew about Nathanael being thedig tree affected him so much that—

Jn 1:49. NATHANAEL ANSWERED AND (SAID) (TO) HIM,

RABBI, (YOU) (ARE) THE SON OF GOD. Note, he called Jesus Christ “THE SON OF GODt,"ad son of God.

In Lk 1:35 about 31 years previously, the angel hseld these words when speaking to Mary. In Mta#h@® 4:6 about 3
weeks earlier, Satan had used these words. [n33n just a few days earlier, John Baptist had ukede words. The Old
Testament tells us in Ps 2:7-1 WILL DECLARE THE DEEE: THE LORD HATH SAID UNTO ME, THOU ART MY
SON; THIS DAY HAVE | BEGOTTEN THEE. Ps 2:12-KISSHE SON, LEST HE BE ANGRY, AND YE PERISH
FROM THE WAY, WHEN HIS WRATH IS KINDLED BUT A LITTLE. BLESSED ARE ALL THEY THAT PUT THEIR
TRUST IN HIM. Also the millennium verse-Ps 72:GIVE THE KING THY JUDGMENTS, O GOD, AND THY
RIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO THE KING'S SON.

Nathanael is the first of those that would becopwestes to use these words. He also said—

(YOU) (ARE) THE KING OF ISRAEL. This is the first time the word’'s KING OF ISRAEAre used in the New
Testament chronologically. They were also usethbgh people about 4 days before Jesus was cruasiéte was entering
Jerusalem-ref Jn 12:13.. These words were usedingbg by the chief priests, the scribes, and eldgnen He was hanging
on the cross-ref Mt 27:42 and Mk 15:32.

Israel was not expecting the Messiah to be onevtbatd die on the cross. They were expecting Hiradme and restore
the kingdom to Israel and to reign as King of kimgEActs 1:6. Israel at the time of Jesus waseufitbman control.

NATHANAEL'S VIEW OF JESUS VERSES THE OTHERS
HOW GOD'S WORD AFFECTS SOME PEOPLE
GOD’S WORD
When Nathanael heard the words of Jesus, he sawS®E OF GOD, THE KING OF ISRAEL. When the religiou
leaders seen and heard Jesus, they seemed to th@egreexcept one that was interfering with themt theeded to be
eliminated. Such is the world today as they trjitader and eliminate His Word as well as the mmmandments. Why do
people try to eliminate God’s Word? It is writtenHeb 4:12-FOR THE WORD OF GOD IS QUICK, AND POWEBL,
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Jn 1:50.

Jn 1:51.

AND SHARPER THAN ANY TWOEDGED SWORD, PIERCING EVENO THE DIVIDING ASUNDER OF SOUL
AND SPIRIT, AND OF THE JOINTS AND MARROW, AND IS AISCERNER OF THE THOUGHTS AND INTENTS
OF THE HEART. When some people hear God’s Worg tta react with hate and bitterness. Some treati#tis Word.
Some begin to shake. To some those that bring ®ad’s Word, they ARE THE SAVOUR OF DEATH UNTO DHA,;
AND TO THE OTHER THE SAVOUR OF LIFE UNTO LIFE-ref or 2:16.

FASCINATING
KING OF ISRAEL
KING OF THE JEWS

The term KING OF ISRAEL as applied to Jesus wasl Usethe Angel, Nathanael, much people (Jews)chtief priests,
scribes, and elders-all were Jews. However wherhief priests and scribes used this term whemsJdgas hanging on the
cross, they did not use it openly as there weredosoldiers near by. They used this term only ambamselves. It might
have been consider treason to use the term Iar&hg of Israel, especially if they were overhdadthe Romans.

Regarding the Political structure, the governoateiland the soldiers used the term KING OF THE “$&Wsrael as an
independent state did not exist and had not existetiundreds of years. It was, at this time, urildeman control. The
superscription that was written by Pilate and puttee cross when Jesus was crucified was not thg &f Israel but rather
THE KING OF THE JEWS. Pilate asked Jesus if heewtbe King of the Jews and other references-reR®i11, Mk
15:2,9,12. The soldiers used the term King ofléwes mockingly-ref Mt 27:29, Mk 15:18, and Lk 23:37

When Jesus was accused before Pilate by multitidiesaccusers did not use the term King of Isrbat, CHRIST A
KING-ref Lk 23:1,2. Jesus admitted he was a Kiognbto this end-Jn 18:37The chief priests and multitudes obviously
were afraid to use the term King of Israel whenytlaecused Jesus and talked before the governohes rnight have
themselves been arrestatso note Jn 19:21.

The term King of Israel is never used in the New Testaraftat Jesus was crucified, but it is used in the Old
Testament during the Millennium-ref Isa 44:6. Jesus, duhiegnillennial reign, shall reign as the King of kings and
Lord of lords-ref Rev 17:14. David shall be the kindsvéel and the 12 apostles shall judge the 12 tribesaslisef
Mt 19:28.

The verses continue—

JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID (TO) HIM,  Jn 1:50. JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID (TO) HIM,
BECAUSE | SAID (TO) (YOU), I SAW  BECAUSE | SAID (TO) (YOU),
(YOU) UNDER THE FIG TREE, (DO YOU | SAW (YOU) UNDER THE FIG TREE, (DO YOU BELIEVE) (a Il this)?
BELIEVE) (all this)? (YOU) (SHALL) SEE  (YOU) (SHALL) SEE GREATER THINGS THAN THESE. Jesus was probably referring to the many miradles
GREATER THINGS THAN THESE. would do during the next 3 plus years. He may bbee been referring to the distant future as degin the next verse.
Jesus knew from the beginning who his apostlesavbal He knew who believed and who believed . also knew
who would ultimately betray Him-ref Jn 6:64.

AND HE (SAID) (TO) HIM, VERILY, Jn 1:51. AND HE (SAID) (TO) HIM,
VERILY (or yes indeed) (or most assuredly), | VERILY, VERILY (or yes indeed) (or most assuredly),
SAY (TO) YOU (the truth), HEREAFTER | SAY (TO) YOU (the truth). These words are used only in John’s Gospel. &pggar approximately 25 times. These
(YOU) SHALL SEE HEAVEN OPEN, AND words were used by Jesus when He wanted to stregsiportance of certain words. Perhaps the beshgle of this in the
THE ANGELS OF GOD (GOING UP) AND 4 Gospels is Jn 3:3-JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID (TOMANERILY, VERILY (or yes, indeed), | SAY (TO) (YOY
(COMING DOWN) UPON THE SON OF (the truth), (UNLESS) A MAN BE BORN AGAIN (from alve), HE CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD. The very
MAN. important words that Jesus spoke in this vers¢hase—

HEREAFTER. In other words, the events that Jesus is abaiggoribe are at a later date. HEREAFTER—

(YOU) SHALL SEE

HEAVEN OPEN. These two words also appear in Rev 11:19. Heawprned appear in Mk 1:10 and Acts 7"56. This

is the first event. Jesus continued by saying—

AND THE ANGELS OF GOD

(GOING UP) AND

(COMING DOWN). First the heaven opens, and then the angels ofaBblde seen going up and coming down—

UPON THE SON OF MAN. The time period referred to here is when Jesusstieigns and rules as the King of kings
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Page 216 and Lord of Lords after He returns at the time ofndgeddon. This is immediately after the tribwlatof those days. Note
theson of martommentary.

SON OF MAN

The term “SON OF MAN is used approximately 92 timrethe New Testament.

Jesus used the term SON OF MAN numerous timesdh eathe 4 Gospels when referring to himself. sTikithe first
verse in the New Testament chronologically thatthese words. This term is used twice in the Raia@i by John. Steven
used this term just before he was killed. The #esshowever, may have never used these words veiening to Jesus
while He was alive on the earth.

Jesus was now telling Nathaniel the future. Attihve of Armageddon, immediately after the tribidatof those days,
the heaven will open and Jesus Christ will retukfe will begin His reign on the earth as the Kirfgkings and Lord of
Lords. We call this the millennium-ref Rev 20:3-1.is at this time the events Jesus told NatHdr@evould see, shall begin
to come to pass. In telling Nathanael these witrdsseals He knew in advance those that would tmecblis disciples and
Nathanael was one of thenNote Rev 19:11 which takes place as Jesus rettrte dime of Armageddon-AND | SAW
“HEAVEN OPENED”, AND BEHOLD A WHITE HORSE; AND HE HAT SAT UPON HIM WAS CALLED
FAITHFUL AND TRUE, AND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS HE DOTH JUBE AND MAKE WAR.

Some believe Nathanael might have been thinkingiabacob’s ladder when he was under the fig thaes prompting
Jesus to tell of this futuristic event-ref Gen 28113. Gen 28:12-AND HE DREAMED, AND BEHOLD A LADDE SET
UP ON THE EARTH, AND THE TOP OF IT REACHED TO HEAWE AND BEHOLD THE ANGELS OF GOD
ASCENDING AND DESCENDING ON IT. Jesus Himself isetway or ladder to heaven. Some people try takclip
another way-ref Mt 22:12. Jesus is also the lathddwveen God and man. John Baptist (ref Jn 1:8d)Nathanael called
Jesus Christ the Son of God. Jesus referred teeffims the Son of man in Jn 1:51. The versesruet

(TO CANA)
JESUS’ FIRST MIRACLE:

THE WATER TO WINE
30 YEARS PLUS 64 DAYS
Jn 2:1. AND (on) THE THIRD DAY THERE WAS A Jn 2:1. AND (on) THE THIRD DAY. This may have been thé& 3lay after the meeting with Nathanael.
MARRIAGE (or wedding) IN CANA OF This would have allowed them time to walk to theéxt destination. At that time—
GALILEE; AND THE MOTHER OF JESUS THERE WAS A MARRIAGE (or wedding). The Scriptures do not give us any indication veheedding it may have
WAS THERE: been. Because Mary, Jesus and Jesus’ disciplesalgnvited, the marriage may have involved aseleoelative or friend.
The wedding took place—

IN CANA OF GALILEE. Cana is located only a few miles northeast ofdxeth. Nathanael was also from Cana.. Itis
believed that the current town of Cana is neawtiiginal town. It is reported that there was asmther town named Cana
in Asher, thus this Cana was referred to as ©aGalilee. The verse continues—

AND THE MOTHER OF JESUS WAS THERE. Such a wedding could last a week. In John’s @pshe name of
Mary, as relating to the mother of Jesus is negedu It appears that the mother of Jesus had theea for some time,
perhaps a day or more helping with the preparations

MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS
MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD IS VERY, VERY INCORRECT

A certain very misguided religion calls Mary—the mother ofdGoThe words Mother of God do not appear
anywhere in the Bible. Jesus Christ, who is God, hasatbennote Heb 7:3. Jesus Christ who came to this earth in
human form was fully God and fully man. He is fromnrasing to everlasting. He does not have beginning of, days
nor end of life. She is not the mother of God. Shendidcreate God. God created her and all things. Thermuma
body that Christ-the man child used while he was upon ttite sawhat Mary gave birth to. She is the mother of
Jesus, not the mother of God. The verses continue—

Jn 2:2. AND BOTH JESUS WAS (INVITED), AND Jn 2:2. AND BOTH JESUS WAS (INVITED),
HIS DISCIPLES, TO THE MARRIAGE (or AND HIS DISCIPLES. At this time Jesus did not yet have all 12 of éipestles. Those He did have were also invited.
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Jn 2:3.

wedding).

AND WHEN THEY (RAN OUT OF) WINE,
THE MOTHER OF JESUS (SAID) (TO) HIM,
THEY HAVE NO (more) WINE.

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 218

This probably included the 5 that were already meed or alluded to in previous verses: Andrew njdteter, Philip, and
Nathanael (also known as Bartholomew). How thegeved! invited is unknown since His disciples hadtjjoined him. It
may have been that He had stopped at NazaretHyshefore, and the invitation had gone out to Jesu$ any and all that
were with Him. Nathanael was also from Cana. &hesre all invited—

TO THE MARRIAGE (or wedding). Up to this time Jesus had done no miracles.

MARRIAGE
LIVING TOGETHER WITHOUT BEING MARRIED IS SIN
HOMOSEXUALS
GAYS

Marriage is of God. Jesus was there and approethoiage. Living together, however, is not a rizaye-ref Jn 4:16-
18. Itis sin. In addition, a person that is d&edient follower of God’s Word is only at liberty tharry someone in the
Lord-ref 1 Cor 7:39. A marriage consists of oneman and one man as it is written-Gen 2:23,24-sladl ble called
Woman,...Therefore shall a man leave his father asdnother, and shall cleave unto his wife (not wivet is singular):
and they shall be one flesh.

Such things as a man with a man or woman with a avoreveals a reprobate mind as it is written-Rd. 22 24-32-
THEY...BECAME VAIN IN THEIR IMAGINATIONS, AND THEIR FOOLISH HEART WAS DARKENED. ..THEY
BECAME FOOLS,...WHEREFORE GOD ALSO GAVE THEM UP TO @WMEANNESS THROUGH THE LUSTS OF
THEIR OWN HEARTS, TO DISHONOUR THEIR OWN BODIES BEBMEEN THEMSELVES: WHO CHANGED THE
TRUTH OF GOD INTO A LIE,...GOD GAVE THEM UP UNTO VILEAFFECTIONS: FOR EVEN THEIR WOMEN
DID CHANGE THE NATURAL USE INTO THAT WHICH IS AGAINST NATURE: AND LIKEWISE ALSO THE MEN,
LEAVING THE NATURAL USE OF THE WOMAN, BURNED IN THER LUST ONE TOWARD ANOTHER; MEN
WITH MEN WORKING THAT WHICH IS UNSEEMLY, AND RECEINNG IN THEMSELVES THAT RECOMPENCE
OF THEIR ERROR WHICH WAS MEET. AND EVEN AS THEY DI NOT LIKE TO RETAIN GOD IN THEIR
KNOWLEDGE, GOD GAVE THEM OVER TO A REPROBATE MINDTO DO THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT
CONVENIENT; BEING FILLED WITH ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, FORNICATION, WICKEDNESS,...
BACKBITERS, HATERS OF GOD, DESPITEFUL,..WITHOUT UNDETANDING,...WITHOUT NATURAL
AFFECTION, WHO KNOWING THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, THAT TEY WHICH COMMIT SUCH THINGS ARE
WORTHY OF DEATH, NOT ONLY DO THE SAME, BUT HAVE PLASURE IN THEM THAT DO THEM.

Nevertheless, God in His mercy has saved people wleae once homosexuals but repented as God gama th
understanding.

They, in return, have been used by God as livirtgesgises to other homosexuals that mistakenly thieg cannot change.
With God all things are possible. The verses cmeti—

Jn 2:3. AND WHEN THEY (RAN OUT OF) WINE. It appears whoever had made the arrangementisefor
wedding, did not estimate how much wine would bedeel.

Often certain situations do happen so that Godlsmay be accomplished. In this case—

THE MOTHER OF JESUS. Note, again the term “Mother of Jesus” is useat, mother of God (Note Jn 2:1). The
mother of Jesus—

(SAID) (TO) HIM,

THEY HAVE NO (more) WINE. Up to this time, Jesus had done no miracles. Wdbeymother of Jesus said this to
Him or what she expected Him to do is unknown. @odoubtedly put it in Mary's heart to bring up time situation, thus
setting up the conditions that He would perform fiist miracle.

The Bible speaks against and condemns drunkenness dngsitnot speak against drinking wine in moderation,
except in special situations.

DRINKING
DRUNKENNESS
INTOXICATING
Regarding the subject of drinking, drunkennessxoessive drinking, it is written:
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Jn 2:4.

(And) JESUS (SAID) (TO) HER, (Dear)
WOMAN, WHAT HAVE | TO DO WITH
(YOU) (or why do you involve Me-NIV, or

Pv 20:1-WINE IS A MOCKER, STRONG DRINK IS RAGING: ¥D WHOSOEVER IS DECEIVED THEREBY IS
NOT WISE.

Pv 23:29-32, 34,35-WHO HATH WOE? WHO HATH SORROW?H® HATH CONTENTIONS? WHO HATH
BABBLING? WHO HATH WOUNDS WITHOUT CAUSE? WHO HATH RDNESS OF EYES? THEY THAT TARRY
LONG AT THE WINE; THEY THAT GO TO SEEK MIXED WINE.LOOK NOT THOU UPON THE WINE WHEN IT
IS RED, WHEN IT GIVETH HIS COLOUR IN THE CUP, WHEN MOVETH ITSELF ARIGHT. AT THE LAST IT
BITETH LIKE A SERPENT, AND STINGETH LIKE AN ADDER. YEA, THOU SHALT BE AS HE THAT LIETH
DOWN IN THE MIDST OF THE SEA, OR AS HE THAT LIETH PON THE TOP OF A MAST. THEY HAVE
STRICKEN ME, SHALT THOU SAY, AND | WAS NOT SICK; TBY HAVE BEATEN ME, AND | FELT IT NOT:
WHEN SHALL | AWAKE? | WILL SEEK IT YET AGAIN.

Eph 5:18-AND BE NOT DRUNK WITH WINE, WHEREIN IS EXESS.

Nahum 1:10-FOR WHILE THEY BE FOLDEN TOGETHER AS TIR®IS, AND WHILE THEY ARE DRUNKEN AS
DRUNKARDS, THEY SHALL BE DEVOURED.

Hab 2:15-WOE UNTO HIM THAT GIVETH HIS NEIGHBOUR DRIK, THAT PUTTEST THY BOTTLE TO HIM,
AND MAKEST HIM DRUNKEN ALSO.

The Bible warns and condemns eating and drinkin thie drunken

Mt 24:49-51-(Those that) SHALL BEGIN...TO EAT AND DRK WITH THE DRUNKEN; THE LORD OF THAT
SERVANT SHALL COME IN A DAY WHEN HE LOOKETH NOT FORHIM,...AND SHALL CUT HIM ASUNDER,
AND APPOINT HIM HIS PORTION WITH THE HYPOCRITES: TERE SHALL BE WEEPING AND GNASHING OF
TEETH.

1 Cor 11:21-FOR IN EATING EVERY ONE TAKETH BEFORETBIER HIS OWN SUPPER: AND ONE IS
HUNGRY, AND ANOTHER IS DRUNKEN.

Pv 20:1-WINE IS A MOCKER, STRONG DRINK IS RAGING: ¥D WHOSOEVER IS DECEIVED THEREBY IS
NOT WISE.

But know this-any drinking may put a stumbling awr offend thy brother in Christ or put a stumpliblock in front of
him. Paul wrote in 1 Cor 8:13-WHEREFORE, IF MEATAKME MY BROTHER TO OFFEND, | WILL EAT NO FLESH
WHILE THE WORLD STANDETH, LEST | MAKE MY BROTHER TGDFFEND.

Luke’s Gospel tells us in 17:2-IT WERE BETTER FORVHTHAT A MILLSTONE WERE HANGED ABOUT HIS
NECK, AND HE CAST INTO THE SEA, THAN THAT HE SHOULDFFEND ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES.

Regarding the judgment it is written Mt 13:41-THBI$ OF MAN SHALL SEND FORTH HIS ANGELS, AND THEY
SHALL GATHER OUT OF HIS KINGDOM ALL THINGS THAT OFEND, AND THEM WHICH DO INIQUITY.

The verses continue—

Jn 2:4. (And) JESUS (SAID) (TO) HER,
(Dear) WOMAN. Jesus did not call hemother but rathemwvoman Jesus continued by saying—
WHAT HAVE | TO DO WITH (YOU) (or why do you involve Me-NIV, or what does your concern have to do with

what does your concern have to do with Meve-NKJV)? The manner in which Jesus spoke, sounds asi# Histancing Himself from this matter and from Idisther.

NKJV)? (MY) (TIME) IS NOT YET COME.

He was no longer under the rule or authority of Misther or Joseph, but under submission and uhéeauthority of His
Father in heaven. It is the voice of His FatheHeaven that Jesus must follow, not someone elseertain false religion,
whose people are being led down the road to hedlulsl take note of this. Mary is not and has néaaen a mediator
between Christ and mankind.

This is further confirmed when His mother and fanihme and desired to speak to Him later on. Jeplied to those
that brought the message—MY MOTHER AND MY BRETHRBIRE THESE WHICH HEAR THE WORD OF GOD,
AND DO IT-ref Mt 12:46-50 and Lk 8:20,21. And atather time when the Jews feast of tabernaclesavasnd. His
brethren (brothers) tried to tell Him what to déesus would not obey them as He said GO YE UP UNMC® FEAST: |
GO NOT UP YET UNTO THIS FEAST; FOR MY TIME IS NOTET FULL COME-ref Jn 7:8.

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 219 DECEIVED

ADVICE, BEWARE
COUNSELING, BEWARE
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Jn 2:5.

HIS MOTHER (SAID) (TO) THE
SERVANTS, (WHATEVER) HE (SAYS) (TO)
YOU, DO IT.

BEWARE OF ADVICE FROM THE UNSAVED AS WELL AS MANY S AVED

As a person would study the 4 Gospels, they shiindidthat much which was said to Jesus by the ueNmis was wrong
and out of the will of God. There were many examphkhen His own disciples told Him or others wigatid that was also
wrong and out of the will of God. Some exampleshese are Mk 6:35,36-His followers wanted Himéad many people
away. They were wrong. Mk 10:13,14-His followeranted to stop the little children coming to Hifmihey were wrong.
Mk 10:48-many of His followers told blind Bartimagto be still. Again they were wrong. In thisdwarm generation we
now live, the ungodly advice that is given to tledldwers of Jesus by unbelievers and even othémviers of Christ and
carnal ministers abounds. Obey God’s Word. Idseae be said agai@bey God’s Word Also, Heb 13:17-(those whose
faith and fruits testify that they are spirituabdfearing leaders that labour in the Word andritee} OBEY THEM THAT
HAVE THE RULE OVER YOU, AND SUBMIT YOURSELVES: FORHEY WATCH FOR YOUR SOULS, AS THEY
THAT MUST GIVE ACCOUNT, THAT THEY MAY DO IT WITH JOf, AND NOT WITH GRIEF: FOR THAT IS
UNPROFITABLE FOR YOU.

As the verse continues, Jesus went on to say—

(MY) (TIME) IS NOT YET COME. His mother would not have understood what He talidng about at this time.
Jesus’ ministry had already begun. In saying tlées®rds, He was speaking in the context that He tiva Christ, rather
than her son. He ultimately was referring to iheetHe, the Lamb of God, would be offered up fa $ins of all that would
believe on Him. Jesus appears to be telling Hitherche was on His Father’s time schedule, notess.hJesus Christ was
on a predetermined schedule to the cross.

About 2 days before being hung on the cross JesdsrsJn 12:23-THE HOUR IS COME, THAT THE SON OFAM
SHOULD BE GLORIFIED.

Just hours before being arrested in Jn 13:1-...JERNEW THAT HIS HOUR WAS COME THAT HE SHOULD
DEPART OUT OF THIS WORLD UNTO THE FATHER.

Just before being arrested, Jesus in Jn 17:1-LIFDBOHIS EYES TO HEAVEN, AND SAID, FATHER, THE HOUFS
COME.

MARY VERSES JESUS
PRAY IN JESUS NAME, NOT MARY

The mother of Jesus was not without sin as a cet@nomination that masquerades as being Chriatiserts. Prayers to
the virgin Mary are yet but another heresy of tirgést—so called—Christian denomination. Prayethe virgin Mary to
tell Jesus Christ what to do in heaven is unthifkab those that understand God’s Word. Many #tatly God’s Word
little, who have little Godly, Biblical understamgj, are easily misled, deceived, duped, and intébeé or been made
drunken with all kinds of unbiblical ideas and dowts-ref Rev 17:2.

The thief on the cross and many others did nottimiiary. They turned to Jesus. The Bible cletells us to pray in the
name of Jesus, not in the name of Mary or not tjinddary. There are none so blind than those #fatse to see. Those
that say they see, yet walk in darkness, how gsahtt darkness-ref Mt 6:23. It is written:

Jn 14:13-AND WHATSOEVER YE SHALL ASKN MY NAME THAT WILL | DO,

Mt 18:20-FOR WHERE TWO OR THREE ARE GATHERED TOGETHERMY NAME THERE AM | IN THE
MIDST OF THEM.

Jn 14:14-IF YE SHALL ASK ANY THINGIN MY NAME | WILL DO IT.

Jn 15:16-WHATSOEVER YE SHALL ASK OF THE FATHERI MY NAME HE MAY GIVE IT YOU.

Jn 16:23-VERILY, | SAY UNTO YOU, WHATSOEVER YE SHALIASK THE FATHERIN MY NAME HE
WILL GIVE IT YOU. The verses continue—

Jn 2:5. HIS MOTHER (SAID) (TO) THE SERVANTS,

(WHATEVER) HE (SAYS) (TO) YOU, DO IT. The words Mary spoke indicates that she had &ineamount of
authority and influence at the wedding. This, agaeems to indicate that the wedding was a clels¢ive or friend. She
also trusted her son in this situation and stegsédie. The servants that may have come to hemahdairected them to
Jesus and away from herself. She communicatdutedrvants to do what Jesus said to do.

Mary, the mother of Jesus is mentioned severalstiafter this including being at the cross and \lith Apostles after
Jesus had gone to be with His Father in HeavenweMer, these words in Jn 2:5-WHATEVER HE SAYS TO YO
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Jn 2:6.

IT—are the last words recorded in the Bible tha spoke.

MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS

The name of Mary is never mentioned in the Old dmesint, but is very common in the New Testament.

Mary, who was the mother of Jesus, is first memibohronologically in Lk 1:27. (26)-AND IN THE STH MONTH
THE ANGEL GABRIEL WAS SENT FROM GOD UNTO A CITY ORSALILEE, NAMED NAZARETH, (27)-TO A
VIRGIN ESPOUSED TO A MAN WHOSE NAME WAS JOSEPH, AHE HOUSE OF DAVID; AND THE VIRGIN'S
NAME WAS MARY .

The mother of Jesus was present at the crucifixidm.19:25-NOW THERE STOOD BY THE CROSS OF JESUS HI
MOTHER, AND HIS MOTHER'S SISTER, MARY THE WIFE OFLEOPHAS, AND MARY MAGDALENE.

The last time Jesus is recorded speaking to Hishenos in John 19:26-WHEN JESUS THEREFORE SAW HIS
MOTHER, AND THE DISCIPLE STANDING BY, WHOM HE LOVEDHE SAITH UNTO HIS MOTHER, WOMAN,
BEHOLD THY SON!

The last time Jesus is recorded speaking aboumidier is Jn 19:27-THEN SAITH HE TO THE DISCIPLEEBOLD
THY MOTHER! AND FROM THAT HOUR THAT DISCIPLE TOOK HR UNTO HIS OWN HOME.

She is last mentioned in Acts 1:14-THESE ALL CONUED WITH ONE ACCORD IN PRAYER AND
SUPPLICATION, WITH THE WOMEN, ANDMARY THE MOTHER OF JESUS , AND WITH HIS BRETHREN.

Some other verses in Bible that use the name oy M@ro is the mother is Jesus are as follows:

Mt 1:20; 2:11; 13:55; 27:56. Mt 12:47; Mk 3:32; BK20; Jn 19:25, 27-Thy mother.

Mk 6:3; 15:40; 15:47; 16:1

Lk 1:46; 1:56; 2:5; 2:16; 2:19; 2:34; 24:10

The name of Mary as referring to the mother of dekes not appear to appear in John’'s Gospel

Acts 1:14

The verses continue—

AND (nearby) THERE WERE SET THERE Jn 2:6. AND (nearby)
SIX WATERPOTS OF STONE, AFTER THE THERE WERE SET THERE SIX WATERPOTS. Some denote the number six used here in rel&tidime number of
MANNER OF THE PURIFYING (or man. The six waterpots were—
ceremonial washings) OF THE JEWS (or for OF STONE. The stone may represent the law which was writtestone ref Ex 24:12, 31:18, 34:1; Deut 5:22-919
the Jewish custom of purification-NASB),10:4; 2 Cor 3:3. Christ came to fulfill the lawfidt 5:17; Ro 2:28,29. The emptiness of Judaisruilled through the
CONTAINING TWO OR THREE FIRKINS power of Christ as the waterpots were filled thitoltis power.
APIECE (or twenty or thirty gallons each- The six waterpots of stone were—
NASB). AFTER THE MANNER OF THE PURIFYING (or ceremonial wa shings)
OF THE JEWS (or for the Jewish custom of purification-NASB). These were man made customs-ref Mt 15:2-7. Note
Mk 7:3-5-FOR THE PHARISEES, AND ALL THE JEWS, EXCERHEY WASH THEIR HANDS OFT, EAT NOT,
HOLDING THE TRADITION OF THE ELDERS. Mk 7:4,5-ANDWVHEN THEY COME FROM THE MARKET,
EXCEPT THEY WASH, THEY EAT NOT. AND MANY OTHER THINS THERE BE, WHICH THEY HAVE
RECEIVED TO HOLD, AS THE WASHING OF CUPS, AND POTBRASEN VESSELS, AND OF TABLES. THEN
THE PHARISEES AND SCRIBES ASKED HIM, WHY WALK NOT HY DISCIPLES ACCORDING TO THE
TRADITION OF THE ELDERS, BUT EAT BREAD WITH UNWASHE HANDS?
The six waterpots—
CONTAINING TWO OR THREE FIRKINS APIECE (or twenty o r thirty gallons each-NASB). Firkins-definition
Strong’s concordance—a certain standard measucapmdcity for liquids. Some estimate the total amboeach could
contain was 17 to 27 gallons or could have equagetb about 150 gallons. Note, that 150 gallorsslarge amount.
It has also been said that these waterpots wetkragarding Jewish purification in regards to befand after meals.

PURIFICATION
PURIFICATION OF A BORN AGAIN CHRISTIAN
BORN AGAIN
Regarding the purification of wine, it is sometinaesomplished by pouring it from vessel to vesser @ period of time.
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Page 221 As the sediment settles, the wine is poured imewa clean pot or vessel.

Each person that comes to Christ also needs tdhwgoigh this process. It is written Lk 5:37,38,38{A NO MAN
PUTTETH NEW WINE INTO OLD BOTTLES; ELSE THE NEW WIR WILL BURST THE BOTTLES, AND BE
SPILLED, AND THE BOTTLES SHALL PERISH. BUT NEW WIR MUST BE PUT INTO NEW BOTTLES; AND
BOTH ARE PRESERVED. NO MAN PUTTETH A PIECE OF A MEGARMENT UPON AN OLD; IF OTHERWISE,
THEN BOTH THE NEW MAKETH A RENT, AND THE PIECE THATWAS TAKEN OUT OF THE NEW AGREETH
NOT WITH THE OLD.

Jere 48:11-MOAB HATH BEEN AT EASE FROM HIS YOUTH, ANHE HATH SETTLED ON HIS LEES,
AND HATH NOT BEEN EMPTIED FROM VESSEL TO VESSEL, NEHER HATH HE GONE INTO
CAPTIVITY: THEREFORE HIS TASTE REMAINED IN HIM, ANDHIS SCENT IS NOT CHANGED.

So is the case of people that claim they are born agairitbut@ny years they have the same attitude and fruits as
they did previously. They have gone through no changes

The verses continue—

Jn 2:7. JESUS (SAID) (TO) (THE SERVANTS), FILL  Jn 2:7. JESUS (SAID) (TO) (THE SERVANTS). The servants obeyed Mary and did what Jesustieleh
THE WATERPOTS WITH WATER. AND to do. Jesus told them—
THEY FILLED THEM UP TO THE BRIM. FILL THE WATERPOTS WITH WATER.
AND THEY FILLED THEM UP
TO THE BRIM.
Jn 2:8. AND HE (SAID) (TO) THEM, DRAW (some)  Jn 2:8. AND HE (SAID) (TO) THEM,

OUT NOW, AND (TAKE IT) (TO) THE DRAW (some) OUT NOW,
GOVERNOR (or man in charge) OF THE AND (TAKE IT) (TO) THE GOVERNOR (or man in charge)
FEAST (or banquet). AND THEY (TOOK) IT OF THE FEAST (or banquet).

(to him). AND THEY (TOOK) IT (to him). Again, they obeyed Jesus. The Bible gives nacatin that Jesus spoke or did
anything other than telling the servants what to déeither He or the servants tasted that which drasvn out of the
waterpots.

Jn 2:9. WHEN THE RULER (or man in charge) OF Jn 2:9. WHEN THE RULER (or man in charge)

THE FEAST (or banquet) HAD TASTED THE OF THE FEAST (or banquet)
WATER THAT (HAD BECOME) WINE, HAD TASTED THE WATER
AND KNEW NOT (WHERE) IT WAS (from): THAT (HAD BECOME) WINE. He should have wanted to sample the wine beforie@ivt to the people. Itis so sad
(BUT THE SERVANTS WHICH DREW THE that most people will not humble themselves antttabgoodness of God and the salvation He offé@ie ruler of the feast
WATER KNEW;) THE GOVERNOR (or upon tasting of the water—
master) OF THE FEAST CALLED THE AND KNEW NOT (WHERE) IT WAS (from). The man in charge of the wedding did not know aani& had been
BRIDEGROOM (aside), done. As he tasted the water (which had now beasime) he would have expected that it would notehbgen as good as
the first wine that was served and had run outgaRling where the wine came from—
(BUT THE SERVANTS WHICH DREW THE WATER KNEW;)
THE GOVERNOR (or master) OF THE FEAST
CALLED THE BRIDEGROOM (aside). The bridegroom is not identified. What would ddappened if Jesus had not
done this miracle? At best, the bridegroom coaldehbeen embarrassed that they ran out of winedon. Jesus, yesterday
and today, did and does both small and huge mgackde takes care of both little problems and bigso He helps His
servants through little matters and large onesthAsservants obeyed Jesus, so all the follow Hioukl do the same. Jesus
cares about the little things as well as the léhgegs. The governor of the feast called the lgidem—

Jn 2:10. AND (SAID) (TO) HIM, EVERY MAN AT Jn 2:10. AND (SAID) (TO) HIM. Keep in mind as the surprised man in charge efféast talks to the
(FIRST) (BRINGS) FORTH (the) GOOD (orbridegroom, the bridegroom had no knowledge of wiaat been done. The ruler of the feast said—
choice) WINE; AND (AFTER) MEN HAVE EVERY MAN
(HAD TOO MUCH TO DRINK-NIV), THEN AT (FIRST)
THAT WHICH IS (the) WORSE (or cheaper, (BRINGS) FORTH (the) GOOD (or choice) WINE. It was the tradition to always do the finest wfitet, as had been
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Jn 2:11.

or inferior): BUT (YOU) (HAVE) KEPT THE done in this case—

(BEST) WINE UNTIL NOW.

THIS BEGINNING (or first) OF MIRACLES

AND (AFTER) MEN HAVE (HAD TOO MUCH TO DRINK-NIV),

THEN THAT WHICH IS (the) WORSE (or cheaper, or inferior). It was done that way because after people had
drunk a lot, they would not notice the wine beiegved later was not as good. The verse continues—

BUT (YOU) (HAVE) KEPT THE (BEST) WINE UNTIL NOW. Actually, the finest wine was served first; howev
the water that Jesus turned to wine was even ketiarthat which was served first. One might abesthat it could have
been the best wine ever served upon this earthywas made by the hand of God.

In like manner, the Scriptures were being fulfillegdthat which is the best—Jesus, Who brought fagthce.”

As Jesus turned the water into the best wine, soddransform people’s lives. He can deliver ttieam the darkness to
the Light.

It may be noted that Jesus did not begin doingal@sain Jerusalem among the priests, rulers @, dliit rather in a small
town among the common people.

Moses, by the power of God, turned the water imvodb-ref Ex 7:17-21.

Jesus turned it into wine.

DRINKING
DRUNKENNESS
INTOXICATING
There is differing opinions among Christians andI8ischolars concerning whether the wine produgedesus was the
kind that could intoxicate people. The Scriptunase been examined carefully by many (saved anaved$} in an attempt
to rightly divide and understand it. Original Gke¢lebrew, and, Aramaic manuscripts have been dteckhe original
meanings of words pertaining to this subject haeenbanalyzed and scrutinized. Bible scholars fhataside their
preconceived beliefs and emotions are divided diggrthis matter.
The verses continue—

Jn 2:11. THIS BEGINNING (or first)

(or miraculous signs) DID JESUS IN CANA OF MIRACLES (or miraculous signs). This was the first miracle or sign that Jesus didme may say that Jesus did
OF GALILEE, AND (REVEALED) HIS miracles before this. This Scripture makes iticthat this is not true.

GLORY; AND HIS DISCIPLES (PUT THEIR

FAITH) (or trust in) HIM.

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 224

The Scriptures tell us that THE JEWS REQUIRE A S|J@GND THE GREEKS SEEK AFTER WISDOM-1 Cor 1:22.
The verse continues—

DID JESUS IN CANA. Cana is the name of the town. A town named @aisds in Israel today. The verse continues—

OF GALILEE. Galilee is the region or area. Note Jn 2:1pfore information. The verse continues—

AND (REVEALED) HIS GLORY. Note, it saidevealed His glory It did not say His power. Jesus would ultimatel
do many miracles. This was the first—

AND HIS DISCIPLES (PUT THEIR FAITH) (or trust in) H IM. His disciples already trusted Him, but now it apfs
their trust was increased. This first miracle thegus did was a transformation of water into thadgor best wine. In like
manner a person must be changed, converted, oornealgain from the inside-out. His disciples shig miracle that He
had done. They believed. Being born again is eadl@ that is only possible through God to thent thelieve.
Undoubtedly, some at the feast never knew thatntiiacle had been done.

SIGN
SIGNS OR MIRACLES FOR SOME DO NO GOOD
UNDERSTANDING HID FROM THE WISE AND PRUDENT
UNDERSTANDING REVEALED UNTO BABES
SALVATION ONLY POSSIBLE THROUGH GOD’S MERCY-NOT SIG NS

Regarding the subject of miracles or signs, as imeed in Jn 2:11, the Bible tells us that: 1 Ca2tTHE JEWS
REQUIRE ASIGN AND THE GREEKS SEEK AFTER WISDOM. In keepingthvithis, it is noted that sometime later:
Mt 12:38-CERTAIN OF THE SCRIBES AND OF THE PHARISEEANSWERED, SAYING, MASTER, WE WOULD
SEE ASIGNFROM THEE.

Mt 12:39-BUT HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM, AN EMI AND ADULTEROUS GENERATION
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SEEKETH AFTER ASIGN AND THERE SHALL NOSIGNBE GIVEN TO IT, BUT THE SIGN OF THE PROPHET
JONAS. Yet, sometime later again, in Mt 16:1-THHARISEES ALSO WITH THE SADDUCEES CAME, AND
TEMPTING DESIRED HIM THAT HE WOULD SHEW THEM ASIGN FROM HEAVEN. Also in Jn 2:18-THEN
ANSWERED THE JEWS AND SAID UNTO HIM, WHATSIGN SHEWEST THOU UNTO US, SEEING THAT THOU
DOEST THESE THINGS? Again in Jn 6:30-THEY SAID TREFORE UNTO HIM, WHATSIGN SHEWEST THOU
THEN, THAT WE MAY SEE, AND BELIEVE THEE? WHAT DOSTHOU WORK?

Jesus raised the dead and healed the sick. Haudidrous incredible miracles or signs. Yet onbsththat God granted
repentance to could or would believe. Even sis, tibday. The Bible tells us many things that wiolibppen in these latter
days which are, indeed, undeniable signs that hesteecently come to pass. Why is it then thdy enfew people come to
true Biblical repentance and pick up their crosd &ollow Jesus (or are born-again)? The answer itiethe following
verses:

John 12:37-40-BUT THOUGH HE HAD DONE SO MANY MIRA®S BEFORE THEM, YET THEY BELIEVED
NOT ON HIM: THAT THE SAYING OF ESAIAS THE PROPHET MHT BE FULFILLED, WHICH HE SPAKE,
LORD, WHO HATH BELIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM HMH THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN
REVEALED? THEREFORE THEY COULD NOT BELIEVE, BECAUESTHAT ESAIAS SAID AGAIN, HE HATH
BLINDED THEIR EYES, AND HARDENED THEIR HEART; THATTHEY SHOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES,
NOR UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTEDAND | SHOULD HEAL THEM. Also it is
written: Mt 11:25,26-JESUS...SAID, | THANK THEE, O AAIER, LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, BECAUSE
THOU HAST HID THESE THINGS FROM THE WISE AND PRUDBEN AND HAST REVEALED THEM UNTO
BABES. EVEN SO, FATHER: FOR SO IT SEEMED GOOD INMY SIGHT.

When Jesus was born, the shepherds in the field toéd by the angels in Lk 2:12-AND THIS SHALL BE 3IGN
UNTO YOU; YE SHALL FIND THE BABE WRAPPED IN SWADDING CLOTHES, LYING IN A MANGER.

Later, when Simeon saw the Lord’s Christ, it is written in L¥42AND SIMEON BLESSED THEM, AND SAID
UNTO MARY HIS MOTHER, BEHOLD, THIS CHILD IS SET FORHE FALL AND RISING AGAIN OF MANY
IN ISRAEL; AND FOR A SIGN WHICH SHALL BE SPOKEN AGAINST. Note he said: THIS @D IS
SET...FOR ASIGN WHICH SHALL BE SPOKE AGAINST. Millions of people frorthe past have denied the
reality of Jesus Christ coming to this earth in the flasid, billions of people today do the same. As Simeondids s
soitis. You that are reading this, are you one of teptais?

Mt 24:3-AND AS HE (Jesus) SAT UPON THE MOUNT OF MMHS, THE DISCIPLES CAME UNTO HIM
PRIVATELY, SAYING, TELL US, WHEN SHALL THESE THINGSBE? AND WHAT SHALL BE THESIGNOF THY
COMING, AND OF THE END OF THE WORLD? Jesus procegdo give them some key signs and many othemsghs
as do other Scriptures. Religious deception ard¢birth of Israel are two major ones. Both themphecies have been
fulfilled along with over 300 more since the rebidf Israel. Despite the overwhelming fulfillmesftprophecies in the last
50+ years, the world remains in darkness as todhlity that the Rapture will come soon, followegdthe revealing of the
Antichrist, and the Tribulation. Then, immediatelfger the Tribulation of those days, comes Armaigedand the return of
Jesus Christ in power and great glory. These sloafle to pass exactly as predicted. It is writtePan 12:10-BUT THE
WICKED SHALL DO WICKEDLY: AND NONE OF THE WICKED SHLL UNDERSTAND; BUT THE WISE SHALL
UNDERSTAND.

When Jesus is about to return at the time of Armdge, it is written in Mt 24:30-AND THEN SHALL APPER THE
SIGNOF THE SON OF MAN IN HEAVEN: AND THEN SHALL ALL THE TRIBES OF THE EARTH MOURN, AND
THEY SHALL SEE THE SON OF MAN COMING IN THE CLOUD®F HEAVEN WITH POWER AND GREAT
GLORY.

Then there is the true story (ref Lk 16:19-31)taf tich man and the beggar named Lazarus. Nadyehgar is actually
named. The beggar died and went into Abraham’erosThe rich man died and went to hell. The r@n was concerned
regarding his 5 brethren lest they would also wipdn hell. Then Abraham makes a very direct statg, as he informs
the rich man that if they will not be persuadedhlesring the Gospel (that is Moses and the prophetither would they be
persuaded though one rose from the dead and wémtrte To summarize, we might say that if a pessbeart is so hard to
the Gospel, they refuse to believe all the Gospelnilake excuses, then there is no sign in the wbdtwould persuade
them to repent. This is confirmed, as Jesus rdisedrus from the dead; yet many that actually e@ged it still did not
repent. Neither did the religious leaders repehemwthey heard about it from eye witnesses. Neiti: the religious
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Page 224 leaders repent when they knew from eye witnessesgiards) that Jesus had, indeed, been raisedtiedead. If God in
His mercy does not open up the Scriptures so apearan understand from their heart and grant thegrantance, then they
are without all hope. Ro 9:14-16-WHAT SHALL WE SAVHEN? IS THERE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WITH GOD? GOD
FORBID. FOR HE SAITH TO MOSES, | WILL HAVE MERCY ® WHOM | WILL HAVE MERCY, AND | WILL
HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM | WILL HAVE COMPASSION. SAOHEN IT IS NOT OF HIM THAT WILLETH,
NOR OF HIM THAT RUNNETH, BUT OF GOD THAT SHEWETH MECY.

So then, the huge number of people that think they aregoiheaven, but are in reality in darkness and on their
way to hell—it is written-Mt 6:23-IF THEREFORE THE LIGHT THATS IN THEE BE DARKNESS, HOW
GREAT IS THAT DARKNESS! Ro 10:3,4-FOR THEY BEIN&GNORANT OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND
GOING ABOUT TO ESTABLISH THEIR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS AYE NOT SUBMITTED THEMSELVES
UNTO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD. FOR CHRIST IS THRIEOF THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS
TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH.

The verses continue—

JESUS GOES TO CAPERNAUM
30 YEARS PLUS 2% MONTHS
Jn 2:12. AFTER THIS HE WENT DOWN TO Jn2:12. AFTER THIS (or we may say after the wedding in Cana)—
CAPERNAUM, HE, AND HIS MOTHER, HE WENT DOWN TO CAPERNAUM.
AND HIS (BROTHERS), AND HIS
DISCIPLES: AND THEY CONTINUED CAPERNAUM
THERE (A FEW) DAYS. Capernaum is mentioned in the New Testament altitries. Capernaum is approximately 650 feet beleavlevel. It
is at a much lower elevation than Cana. Thus ti&ldown” is used. The word “down” does not retiera direction, such
as north or south. It was the home of Peter, Anddames, John, and Matthew. It is located omtitehwest side of the
Sea of Galilee and is about 20 miles somewhatadaSana, as one would drive by car. It has beeth thait this city was a
Roman settlement and ruled over the northern drésmael. Capernaum was a prosperous city. iéperted that this was a
center for trading, as it was situated on seveedlet routes. The fishing industry flourished thefReter had apparently
moved there from Bethsaida-ref Jn 1:44; Mt 8:5,Péter’s wife’s mother was also there. Some sawihs regarded as the
second home of Jesus-ref Mt 4:13; Mk 1:21; 2:1. iy have spent more time in Capernaum than argr @lace. It
appears that this became the headquarters or cértesus’ ministry.
It was a city of proud and wise people in the wafhis world, but ignorant in the ways of God.wlas not a city that
would humble itself. Jesus did miracles there there so great that even Sodom would have reperitedy did not repent.
Yet Jesus said later of Capernaum, Mt 11:23-AND THQAPERNAUM, WHICH ART EXALTED UNTO HEAVEN,
SHALT BE BROUGHT DOWN TO HELL: FOR IF THE MIGHTY WRKS, WHICH HAVE BEEN DONE IN THEE,
HAD BEEN DONE IN SODOM, IT WOULD HAVE REMAINED UNTL THIS DAY. BUT | SAY UNTO YOU, THAT
IT SHALL BE MORE TOLERABLE FOR THE LAND OF SODOM INHE DAY OF JUDGMENT, THAN FOR THEE.
Jesus said, if they would have repented, they wbalkke remained to this day. Today, Capernaum istlyndeserted;
however, it has become a popular tourist destinatithere are a number of excavations that hawntalace, which reveal
some of the city as it was possibly in the time€bfist and after. An ancient synagogue has beetmfty restored, and a
modern church has been built over what is belidsedome to be the remains of Peter’s house. Peagjealso take a boat
ride on the Sea of Galilee to Tiberias from there.
The message of Capernaum for all of us is thisvelfefuse to believe the Word of God, as it waamhéo be understood
by God, and then also refuse to obey it, then weradanger of being brought down to hell. FeadGmd depart from evil.
The verse continues—
HE, (which is Jesus)—
AND HIS MOTHER, AND HIS (BROTHERS). Note, Jesus had brothers. It appears He hadthdrs and 2 or more
sisters. It is written in Mk 6:3-1S NOT THIS THEARPENTER, THE SON OF MARY, THE BROTHER OF (1) JAMES
AND (2) JOSES, AND OF (3) JUDA, AND (4) SIMON? ANBRE NOT HIS SISTERS (note more than one), HERE
WITH US? The Old Testament predicts that Mary wlob&ve other children: Ps 69:8- AM BECOME A STRANR
UNTO MY BRETHREN, AND AN ALIEN UNTO MY MOTHER'S CHLDREN. The brothers of Jesus, at this time, did
not believe in Him. For it is written in Jn 7:5-RONEITHER DID HIS BRETHREN BELIEVE IN HIM.
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Jn 2:13.

JESUS GOES TO JERUSALEM
AND CLEANSES THE TEMPLE
30 YEARS PLUS 6 MONTHS
(AROUND APRIL )

AND THE JEWS' PASSOVER WAS AT

A certain “so-called” Christian denomination doesajly err and leads many astray. Their denomanatiaintains that
Mary never had sex with Joseph, her husband anddsas never had any brothers or sisters. Thee tvas Jesus, Mary,
His brothers—

AND HIS DISCIPLES. Jesus, Mary His mother, perhaps 2 or all 4 brsttend perhaps 5 disciples went to Capernaum
after the wedding. There were perhaps 9 to 1heft—

AND THEY CONTINUED THERE (A FEW) DAYS. Jesus’ focal point was now on the ministry beformtdnd on
training those that followed Him. He would tratelmany places, say the words His Father in hegeee Him to speak,
heal the sick, raise the dead, be persecuted aitrhed by the religious establishments as webithers, and ultimately
give His life a ransom for many-ref Mt 20:28. Taare few references to His family and hometowNaxdareth.

The verses continue—

Jn 2:13. AND THE JEWS' PASSOVER

HAND, AND JESUS WENT UP TO WAS AT HAND. Passover celebrates the deliverance of the JewsHeing in bondage to slavery in Egypt. The ange

JERUSALEM,

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 226

of death passed over all houses whose doorways fasts) were sprinkled with the blood of the Passtamb. Jesus was
crucified on Passover 3 years later. He becamPalssover Lamb for all that place their trust imkgind are born again.

The verse continues—

AND JESUS WENT UP TO JERUSALEM. Jerusalem is at a much higher elevation than @apen. Jesus probably
went south and downward in elevation from Capernalong the Sea of Galilee, then along the lowedaRiver. When
He was in the area of Jericho, He probably turnedtward and went “up” in elevation to Jerusalermricho is below sea
level, and Jerusalem is about 2700 feet aboveeseh | Thus, the word “up” is used. The word “ddwloes not refer to a
direction, such as north or south, but rather ¢lema Jerusalem would have had many people beafUBassover.

PASSOVERS DURING THE 4 GOSPEL TIMES
PASSOVER-5. THERE WAS ONE WHEN HE WAS 12, AND THERE WERE 4 DURING HIS MINISTRY

The first Passoveis recorded in the 4 Gospels. It was when Jesassi2. He went up to Jerusalem and stayed behind
after His mother and Joseph had departed-ref Lk-34

The second Passovés recorded in the 4 Gospels. It was when Jesrs wp to Jerusalem-ref Jn 2:13. This was
approximately 6 months after He was baptized ansl tva first one after He was baptized. There wWieRassovers held
after the time Jesus was baptized to the time Heonified.

The third Passoveis alluded to in the 4 Gospels. It took placeragimnately 18 months after He was baptized. Jesus
went up to Jerusalem. There was a feast of the-defndn 5:1-47. Jesus healed the man that hadianity 38 years at the
pool called Bethesda.

The fourth Passovetook place approximately 30 months after He wastibed. It does not specifically appear to be
mentioned in the 4 Gospels. Jesus would havetkepPassover. Note Mt 14:46; Mk 6:56; Mt 15:1this chronological
study. Mt 15:5 gives the impression that Jesus iwahe vicinity of Jerusalem, which was the appmate time that
Passover would have been held. It is writetMk 7:1 (pt 2); ref Mt 15:1 (pt 2): PHARISEES, AN(SOME) OF THE
SCRIBES (or teachers of the Law-NIV), WHICH CAME BRI JERUSALEM. Note: some believe after Jesus whlxe
the water, they went to Gennesaret and then ompe@aum. This may be the case. However, it nsaytee that they went
to Capernaum, which was the direction they weralinga Jesus taught in the synagogue there, amdthey may have
gone on to Gennesaret and then to Jerusalem feo¥®as The exact order seems to be in question.

The fifth Passoveis recorded in the 4 Gospels. It is when Jesug we to Bethany 6 days before Passover. He ehtere
Jerusalem 2 days later to be examined as a Lanaebtéfe slaughter. He was ultimately crucifiedotdNMt 26:2, 17-19;
Mk 14:1,12,14,16; Lk 22:1,7,8,11,13,15; Jn 11:551113:1; 18:28,32; 19:4.

SEVEN FEASTS OF ISRAEL—IS IT GOD’'S TIMETABLE?
It was required that all males (12 and up) go toiskdem 3 times a year on the feast dates. Thetfiree feasts came
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Page 226 during the spring, usually during or around our iAphe fourth one came during the summer. Tisé tlaree came during
the fall, usually during or around our September.
1-Passover: fourteenth day of the first month.
2-Unleavened Bread: fifteenth day of the first nfont
3-Firstfruits: Sunday following Unleavened Bread.

4-Pentecost: also called Feast of Weeks in theT@ddament. Fiftieth day after Firstfruits.

5-Trumpets: first day of the seventh month.

6-Atonement: tenth day of the seventh month. Riepee of Israel.

7-Tabernacles: fifteenth day of the seventh mofithese were ordained in the Old Testament and timgegable covering
seven Biblical events, of which, four have beefilfed!:

1-Jesus crucified (fulfilled)

2-Jesus buried, (fulfilled) and

3-Jesus resurrected (fulfilled).

4-The Holy Spirit came in His fullness (fulfilled).

5-The Rapture (not yet fulfilled). Next major eteiCould be during or around our September orFgast of Trumpets.

6-When they shall look upon Him, Whom they haverqed (not yet fulfilled). The time of Armageddorhen Jesus
returns.

7-The coming state of rest. Jesus reigns on eartbrfe thousand years (also called the Millenni(moj yet fulfilled).

JERUSALEM'S ELEVATION
Jerusalem’s elevation varies. Among the lower {sois the Kidron Valley, located between the Templeaunt and the
Mount of Olives. Among the higher points is anaalecated over a mile away in a somewhat westergction from the
Temple mount. This is why different figures onusadem’s elevation are sometimes reported, usiratlye range of 2550
to 2900 feet above sea level. We generally useoappately 2700 feet.

BIRTH OF JESUS. WHAT DATE WAS HE BORN?
JESUS' BIRTHDAY
At this time, it was about 6 months since Jesus had bed¢mdthp Since Passover usually occurs during our month
of March or April, and Jesus was about 30 years ofvegen His ministry began-ref Lk 3:23, some believe He was
born in Sept or October, perhaps on a feast day. Fassovers (a 3 year period in between) would haveredcu
during the ministry of Jesus. The verses continue. JBSBST UP TO JERUSALEM—

Jn 2:14. AND FOUND IN THE TEMPLE (courts or Jn2:14. AND FOUND IN THE TEMPLE (courts or grounds). Jesus traveled from Capernaum to
grounds) THOSE (men) THAT SOLD OXEN Jerusalem. Next, He is in the Temple groundss Tavered a huge area. In the Temple area, Jasnd-
(or cattle) AND SHEEP AND DOVES (or THOSE (men) THAT SOLD OXEN (or cattle)
pigeons), AND THE CHANGERS OF AND SHEEP
MONEY SITTING (at tables) (doing business): AND DOVES (or pigeons). Three are mentioned. The verse continues—
AND THE CHANGERS OF MONEY SITTING (at tables) (doing business). Many people traveled long distances to
Jerusalem. Some would bring their sacrificial alsrwith them. Others would have found it morevegrient to purchase
them at the Temple. The money changers enablegethgle to change their money into the proper cameeeded for the
Temple tax or other needs. Coins containing thegemof Caesar would not have been acceptable. mEnehants could
make large profits, and corruption could be expgkct@esus, about 3 years later, said of these @ewpMt 21:13-IT IS
WRITTEN, “MY” HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED THE HOUSE OF PRYER; BUT YE HAVE MADE IT A DEN OF
THIEVES.
It may also be that the Temple treasury received money that the merchants paid for the space tisey to sell the
items or a percentage of the profits. The cornlyef priests, scribes, and lawyers obviously sathing wrong with this
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Jn 2:15.

Jn 2:16.

practice. After all, it wasn't inside the Temptseilf, but in the Temple grounds. Is it not theneaas the selling of books,
CDs and other merchandise conveniently locatediénsf many churches today? Is not much of thismeme conducted
on Sunday, the Lord’s DayThe church often receives the profits from the sale dfethiems, which some believe
justifies doing it. Most clergy and church members sat@ing wrong with this practice. It could be said that the
church of 100 years ago would have said this was wrdingould be said that the church age we are now in lesliev
this practice is OK. Which church would Jesus find thetrfaagt with, according to the Revelation and many other
Scriptures? Today’s church might say that there is noedion between today’'s church and the Temple; thus, what
Jesus did and said does not apply here.

It was not merely the location of the selling tBesus objected to, but also the greedy practicexiased with it.

Therefore, what followed, must have shocked theplgeanerchants, and priests. Jesus, when he had fbese things—

AND WHEN HE HAD MADE A SCOURGE  Jn 2:15. AND WHEN HE HAD MADE A SCOURGE (or whip out)

(or whip out) OF SMALL CORDS, HE OF SMALL CORDS. Jesus first makes a type of whip and then—

DROVE THEM ALL OUT OF THE TEMPLE DROVE THEM ALL OUT OF THE TEMPLE (grounds). It never appears Jesus used force to drive peojglghe

(grounds), AND (both) THE SHEEP, AND Temple area, but He did use force to drive the diygout. Jesus also drove out—

THE OXEN (or cattle) (as well); AND AND (both) THE SHEEP,

POURED OUT (or scattered) THE (money) AND THE OXEN (or cattle) (as well). When He drove out the sheep and oxen, the meihauld have undoubtedly

CHANGERS' (COINS), AND went running after them. The verse continues—

(OVERTURNED) (THEIR) TABLES; AND POURED OUT (or scattered) THE (money) CHANGERS'(COINS). Some in the church today use religion as a
means to advance themselves, just as others did thesus showed His contempt for this. The vesaéinues—

AND (OVERTURNED) (THEIR) TABLES. There is no mention made of the Roman soldigiegrto intervene to
stop what was happening. Even though Jesus wag bggvhat He saw, it was righteous anger. The Waydealt with
each group of people was different. He did noingo a blind rage, as people sometimes do.

Jesus is seldom portrayed in the Scriptures with sudisplay of anger. Jesus hates every evil way.

1-Jesus made a whip of small cords. 2-Jesus dneve all out of the Temple grounds. 3-And He drouethe sheep. 4-
He drove out the oxen. 5-He scattered the coilseomoney changers. 6-He overturned their tables.

People in this generation of the Laodicean, sedalbve churches have little understanding of thathvof God and
fearing God. What is portrayed here is not theiddlat is preached in most churches. While Jssim/e, He is also
judgment and mercy which rejoices against judgmeh@a 2:13. He hates sin and disobedience toVitrel. When Jesus
comes back at the time of Armageddon, the worldl seié the wrath of God against sin that many clegetever teach. It
will last only 24 hours, as Jesus unleashes every &f disaster that one can imagine all at theeséime. Massive
earthquakes, tidal waves, wind storms, lightnirdgrkness, and more will encircle the entire worlthere will be few
people left alive on the planet-ref Isa 10:19. eled, if Jesus did not return at that time, theraldvbe no flesh saved-ref Mt
24:22.

There was a day, not so many years ago, when earysfores were open on the Lord’s Day. Buyingowsiitems in
church was almost unheard of, especially on thel'’sdbay. However, because of competition, becaishe power of
money and profit, and because of a dead or lukevedtitnde of people toward sin and holiness in éhester days, times
have now changed. Indeed, the unrepentant antvéuke love to have it the way it is now. They seeamong, just as the
priests, scribes, and lawyers saw no wrong withcibreupt commerce going on inside the Temple greundlhe verses
continue—

AND SAID (TO) THEM THAT SOLD Jn 2:16. AND SAID (TO) THEM THAT SOLD DOVES (or pig eon)(s). Jesus did not overturn or drive out

DOVES (or pigeon)(s), TAKE THESE those that sold doves, nor did He scatter the ddstgscommanded that these be removed. He said—

THINGS (AWAY) (or get these things out of TAKE THESE THINGS (AWAY) (or get these things out o herel-NIV). Jesus did not hinder the birds, such as

here!-NIV); (STOP MAKING) MY FATHER'S sparrows, that were undoubtedly flying around, thaise that were being used for commerce withinTia@ple grounds.

HOUSE AN HOUSE OF MERCHANDISE (or Jesus said—

How dare you turn My Father's house into a (STOP MAKING) MY FATHER'S HOUSE. Note, Jesus is calling God in heaven “His” Fathkr doing so, He is

market?-NIV). showing Himself as the Son and as the expectedidesShis should have shocked those that heartiét.is stating that
the Temple is the house of His Father. This wgive Him the authority to do what He did.
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Jn 2:17.

AND HIS DISCIPLES REMEMBERED
THAT IT WAS WRITTEN, THE ZEAL OF

About 3 years later, Jesus calls the Temple, MY I13Buef Mt 21:13. He went on to say: Mt 23:38-BEHQLBDUR
HOUSEIS LEFT UNTO YOU DESOLATE. Many of the chief psis may have considered the Temple theirs. He said
STOP MAKING MY FATHER'S HOUSE—

AN HOUSE OF MERCHANDISE (or How dare you turn My Father’s house into a market?-NIV). Indeed, many
churches and church grounds in this latter day rg¢ioa have been turned into houses of merchandibkeir is little fear of
God or teaching on judgment, hell, sin, holinessfaztion, and the Revelation. (Note Isa 56:7-MINBUSE SHALL BE
CALLED AN HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL PEOPLE, and Ps®3vhich speaks of HOLINESS BECOMETH THINE
HOUSE, O LORD, FOR EVER.

Mal 3:1,2-BEHOLD, | WILL SEND MY MESSENGER, AND HEHALL PREPARE THE WAY BEFORE ME: AND
THE LORD, WHOM YE SEEK, SHALL SUDDENLY COME TO HISEMPLE, EVEN THE MESSENGER OF THE
COVENANT, WHOM YE DELIGHT IN: BEHOLD, HE SHALL COME SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS. BUT WHO
MAY ABIDE THE DAY OF HIS COMING? AND WHO SHALL STAD WHEN HE APPEARETH? FOR HE IS LIKE
A REFINER'S FIRE, AND LIKE FULLERS' SOAP. Althougtalachi applies this to the second coming of Jesusan
also apply here to some degree.

Jesus did not ask His disciples to do these thilngsther did He ask them to help Him. He dideatgonally.

TEMPLE SALES
SELLING IN THE TEMPLE
CHURCHES-SELLING IN THE CHURCHES

The rebellious and disobedient merchants, as wehea chief priests, did not learn a lesson franthés, for they did not
stop. For it is written, beginning in Mt 21:12, MK:15, and Lk 19:45, that he did somewhat the Sing about 3 years
later. It was about 3 days before He was crucifeedthe merchants were still selling in the Tengpka. Jesus (DROVE)
OUT ALL THEM THAT SOLD AND BOUGHT (those who wereoihg business there, both the merchants and their
customers-JNT) IN THE TEMPLE, AND OVERTHREW THE TABS (or desks) OF THE MONEYCHANGERS, AND
THE (BENCHES) OF THEM THAT SOLD DOVES (or pigeomsIND (He) WOULD NOT (ALLOW) THAT ANY MAN
SHOULD CARRY ANY VESSEL (or goods, or merchandiJ@JROUGH THE TEMPLE (courts). AND HE TAUGHT,
AND SAID (TO) THEM, IT IS WRITTEN, MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED OF ALL NATIONSTHE HOUSE OF
PRAYER; BUT (YOU) HAVE MADE IT A DEN OF THIEVES (probbers). Then He pronounced the judgment, as He
said, Mt 23:38-BEHOLD, YOUR HOUSE IS LEFT UNTO YODESOLATE. He also said regarding the Temple, Mk
13:2-SEEST THOU THESE GREAT BUILDINGS? THERE SHAINOT BE LEFT ONE STONE UPON ANOTHER,
THAT SHALL NOT BE THROWN DOWN. It is much the sanbeday in many churches? The money made fromalee s
of all sorts of merchandise on Sunday (the Lorciy)On churches, make null and void the words efide

FEAR THE LORD
ANGER OF THE LORD
The words “the anger of the Lord” appear in thel®@dypproximately 32 times. The words “fear thed”caippear in the
Bible approximately 31 times. These are seldorghttanymore in today’s lukewarm churches. Theegrontinue—

Jn 2:17. AND HIS DISCIPLES
REMEMBERED THAT IT WAS WRITTEN. The fact that the disciples remembered the S8t an indication that

(YOUR) HOUSE (HAS) EATEN ME UP (or they had attended services and had heard themebefsiso His disciples remembered what was writiethat time, not
zeal for your house will consume [or devourkome time later. God can bring to our remembrapeeific Scripture with the understanding. Tha@are was—

Me-NIV).

THE ZEAL OF (YOUR) HOUSE

(HAS) EATEN ME UP (or zeal for your house will consime [or devour] Me-NIV). This is found in Ps 69:9. The
entire verse reads: FOR THE ZEAL OF THINE HOUSE HAEATEN ME UP. The second part of the verse was no
repeated here, which reads-AND THE REPROACHES OENHHAT REPROACHED THEE ARE FALLEN UPON
ME. The zeal He had for His Father’'s house wouldbe reason the wrath of the religious establishmemuld seek to
destroy Him or eat Him up. Ultimately, the thinlgsus did and said would lead to His crucifixion.

At this time, the disobedient Jewish merchants rhase been furious. They challenged Jesus witfott@ving words-
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THEN ANSWERED THE JEWS AND SAID
(TO) HIM, WHAT SIGN (SHOW) (YOU)
(TO) US, SEEING THAT (YOU) (DO)

Jn 2:18. THEN ANSWERED THE JEWS AND SAID (TO) HIM, WHAT SIGN
(SHOW) (YOU) (TO) US,
SEEING THAT (YOU) (DO) THESE THINGS (or what miracu lous sign) (do you show to us-NKJV)

THESE THINGS (or what miraculous sign) (do (to prove you have the-JNT) (authority to do all this-NIV)? In verse 16, Jesus had already claimed that Gbeéaven
YOU show to us-NKJV) (to prove You havewas His Father. It has been said that this reqoest sign was ridiculous, because the actiondesfis were a sign when

the-JNT) (authority to do all this-NIV)?

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 231

viewed in light of Mal 3:1-3. The fulfillment othe prophecies from God’s Word are a sign for thibsg¢ understand.
However, it is written in Dan 12:10-THE WICKED SHALDO WICKEDLY: AND NONE OF THE WICKED SHALL
UNDERSTAND. The wicked do not correctly understahd Scriptures, even though they often think they They see,
but see not-ref Mt 13:13.

Some readers might ask, “Why did the Jews ask ldima sign?”

SIGN (WHY PEOPLE WANTED A SIGN)
JESUS SUFFERED WHAT?
WORLD AGAINST JESUS

PERSECUTIONS

The answer to this is that their evil hearts ditlwant to repent and submit to the ways of GodeyTiere in rebellion to
God. They did not want God to reign over them. ththis event, we see the opposition to Christiig@igg to increase. The
more Jesus Christ would teach on sin, and judgnaemt testify that the people’s works were evil, there opposition and
persecution there was against Him. Ultimately, wes despised, rejected of men, falsely accusedlengad, ridiculed,
betrayed, arrested, mocked, condemned, laughegditign, beaten, His beard pulled off His face [saf50:6), whipped, His
appearance was so disfigured beyond that of anyamdrHis form beyond human likeness (ref Isa 52:d4dirounded by the
wicked, nailed to a cross, insulted, crucified,adlHis bones were out of joint (ref Ps 22:14), Hisgue cleaved to His jaws
(ref Ps 22:15), He groaned (ref Ps 22:1), suffengloelievable pain and died. Even after He diedemispierced His side.
The chief priests, scribes, lawyers, rulers, ruloginsel, religious denominations, Herod, Pontiilstd with the gentiles
and the people of Israel were all against Him. &mdn to this very day, His name is used as a euose by people across
the world, in private and public places, in casarad hateful conversations, and even in the mowegkat does the Bible say
of people that use such language? It is writtemteJ1:15-THEIR UNGODLY DEEDS...THEIR HARD SPEECHES
WHICH UNGODLY SINNERS HAVE SPOKEN AGAINST HIM.

Even to this day, many rulers, courts, lawyers, peopleitinoaty, political bodies from the highest to the lowest
levels, the military, police, and even many churches anestgzoth Him and the words He spoke.

Even to this day, most people reject the words He spola though Jesus showed Himself alive after His
resurrection by many infallible proofs, being seen for @@sd

Now this same Jesus says to us, “Follow Me,” ants&ve all things whatsoever | have commanded ydahn, the
writer of this Gospel, says: Jn 19:35-AND HE THARWW IT BARE RECORD, AND HIS RECORD IS TRUE: AND HE
KNOWETH THAT HE SAITH TRUE, THAT YE MIGHT BELIEVE.

Those few preachers and lay people that followslasual speak the words of God, in the manner iniwthie Holy Spirit
directs, find themselves having all sorts of gidifficulties and persecutions. The world is likeetstrong current of a huge
river going in the wrong direction. When a perso@s to row against it, by telling people to repand by teaching God’s
pure Word of righteousness, holiness, sin, judgmemd eternal damnation, the people of the worlg neact (as Satan
motivates them) in very hateful and negative waysople hated Jesus about 2000 years ago, anstilhbpate Jesus today.

SIGN. Biblical Scriptures relating to Jn 2:18

Why did the Jews seek for a sign? It is writterCdr 1:21,22-FOR AFTER THAT IN THE WISDOM OF GOD EH
WORLD BY WISDOM KNEW NOT GOD, IT PLEASED GOD BY THEOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING TO SAVE
THEM THAT BELIEVE. FORTHE JEWS REQUIRE 8GN, AND THE GREEKS SEEK AFTER WISDOM, Note the
words-THE JEWSREQUIREA SIGN 1 Cor 1:23,24-BUT WE PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED, 0@ THE JEWS A
STUMBLINGBLOCK, AND UNTO THE GREEKS FOOLISHNESS; BUUNTO THEM WHICH ARE CALLED, BOTH
JEWS AND GREEKS, CHRIST THE POWER OF GOD, AND THES®OM OF GOD.

Several times in the New Testament, the Jews dekedsign.

Mt 12:38-THEN CERTAIN OF THE SCRIBES AND OF THE PIRASEES ANSWERED, SAYING, MASTER, WE
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Page 230 WOULD SEE ASIGNFROM THEE.

Mt 16:1-THE PHARISEES ALSO WITH THE SADDUCEES CAMBND TEMPTING DESIRED HIM THAT HE
WOULD SHEW THEM ASIGNFROM HEAVEN.

Jn 6:30-THEY SAID THEREFORE UNTO HIM, WHABIGNSHEWEST THOU THEN, THAT WE MAY SEE, AND
BELIEVE THEE? WHAT DOST THOU WORK?

At another time, Lk 11:16-OTHERS, TEMPTING HIM, SGUT OF HIM A SIGNFROM HEAVEN. Jesus said of
people that seek a sign: Lk 11:29-THIS IS AN EVIERERATION: THEY SEEK ASIGN AND THERE SHALL NO
SIGNBE GIVEN IT, BUT THESIGNOF JONAS THE PROPHET.

The first mention of a sign in the New Testamens wathe shepherds in the field as the angel shid2:11,12-FOR
UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID A SA/IOUR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE LORD. AND
THIS SHALL BE ASIGNUNTO YOU; YE SHALL FIND THE BABE WRAPPED IN SWADDING CLOTHES, LYING
IN A MANGER.

Not long after the birth of Jesus, it is writterk 2:34-AND SIMEON BLESSED THEM, AND SAID UNTO MARYIS
MOTHER, BEHOLD, THIS CHILD IS SET FOR THE FALL ANIRISING AGAIN OF MANY IN ISRAEL; AND FOR
A SIGNWHICH SHALL BE SPOKEN AGAINST.

Not long before His crucifixion, Jesus was askeshes@uestions by His disciples. Mt 24:3-AND AS HETSUPON
THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, THE DISCIPLES CAME UNTO HIM RARATELY, SAYING, TELL US, WHEN SHALL
THESE THINGS BE? AND WHAT SHALL BE THESIGNOF THY COMING, AND OF THE END OF THE WORLD?

Mk 13:4-TELL US, WHEN SHALL THESE THINGS BE? AND WAIT SHALL BE THE SIGNWHEN ALL THESE
THINGS SHALL BE FULFILLED?

Lk 21:7-AND THEY ASKED HIM, SAYING, MASTER, BUT WHE SHALL THESE THINGS BE? AND WHAT
SIGNWILL THERE BE WHEN THESE THINGS SHALL COME TO PAZS

Jesus also replied several verses later in Mt 2A8D THEN SHALL APPEAR THESIGNOF THE SON OF MAN IN
HEAVEN: AND THEN SHALL ALL THE TRIBES OF THE EARTHVIOURN, AND THEY SHALL SEE THE SON OF
MAN COMING IN THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN WITH POWER AND REAT GLORY.

When it comes to a sign, the Bible clearly shovet tinless God opens a person’s heart to understanjracle or sign
could convince a person-ref Lk 10:21. Proof obtts that Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, say rstill could not
believe-ref Jn 11:43-47.

The guards at the tomb of Jesus knew He rose fromiethe, as they became like dead men, but they still could not
believe-ref Mt 28:4, 11-15.

The religious leaders knew from the testimony of the dgiéinat Jesus rose from the dead, but they still could not
believe-ref Mt 28:11-15.

Nicodemus himself told Jesus that the Phariseestfofm he was one) knew that Jesus was a teacher ftom God, for
no man could do these miracles that thou doesgpgx@od be with him-ref Jn 3:2; yet he and oth@adt believe.

The rich man in hell asked Abraham to send somé&onethe dead to his brethren to warn them so thayld repent, but
Abraham replied: Lk 16:31-IF THEY HEAR NOT MOSES ANTHE PROPHETS, NEITHER WILL THEY BE
PERSUADED, THOUGH ONE ROSE FROM THE DEAD.

The list could go on and on. A sign does no gaaithé unbelieving, if God does not open their hiadnderstand.

The other disciples told doubting Thomas that thagl seen the Lord. Thomas said EXCEPT | SHALL $EHEIS
HANDS THE PRINT OF THE NAILS, AND PUT MY FINGER INO THE PRINT OF THE NAILS, AND THRUST MY
HAND INTO HIS SIDE, | WILL NOT BELIEVE-Jn 20:25. fer about 8 days, Jesus came and stood in thdstrand told
Thomas: Jn 20:27-31-REACH HITHER THY HAND, AND THRJ IT INTO MY SIDE: AND BE NOT FAITHLESS,
BUT BELIEVING. AND THOMAS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HM, MY LORD AND MY GOD. JESUS SAITH
UNTO HIM, THOMAS, BECAUSE THOU HAST SEEN ME, THOUAST BELIEVED: BLESSED ARE THEY THAT
HAVE NOT SEEN, AND YET HAVE BELIEVED. AND MANY OTHER SIGNSTRULY DID JESUS IN THE
PRESENCE OF HIS DISCIPLES, WHICH ARE NOT WRITTEN MHIS BOOK: BUT THESE ARE WRITTEN, THAT
YE MIGHT BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE SOR®F GOD; AND THAT BELIEVING YE MIGHT
HAVE LIFE THROUGH HIS NAME. If the perfect, infalle Word of God does not cause someone to beltbes, even
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Page 231 someone being raised from the dead will not perstiaeim.
Jesus gave the disobedient Jewish merchants ammdhéies an answer, regarding the sign they wendrsgeto prove He
had the authority to do what He did. It is written

Jn 2:19. JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID (TO) THEM,  Jn 2:19. JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID (TO) THEM,
DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DESTROY THIS TEMPLE,
DAYS | WILL RAISE IT UP. AND IN THREE DAYS | WILL RAISE IT UP. Jesus was standing in the Temple grounds. The dil not listen

carefully to the exact words He spoke. Neitherttiely understand what He was talking about. Theyneseemed to think
He spoke words He never said. The people incdyrassumed He was referring to the Temple; howetherfemple Jesus
spoke of was His body. Jesus was telling themtrale$1y body, and in three days, | will raise it.uple was speaking of
His crucifixion and resurrection as the proof thiat had the authority to do what He did, as it wouldve He is God. He
had power over death itself. His resurrection Waquiove that He was the Christ, the Messiah, ttatynhad been waiting
for. Jesus Christ is greater than the Temple-rel®46. These prophecies and more are in the @stament-ref Isa 53:1-
12; Dan 9:26; Ps 16:10. What He spoke did conpags about three years later.

The people had no understanding that this very skrmes created the heavens and the earth. Hedtadhthings-ref Col
1:16,17.

Did the people humble themselves and repent? Did they ask Him what He meant? No.

Verse 21 gives more information as to what He meant

Note: These very words were used against Jesusubtetlly by some of these same evil people, whenviie being
questioned just before His crucifixion about 3 geater. It is written in Mt 26:60, 61 and Mk 1Z:BT THE LAST CAME
TWO FALSE WITNESSES (forwardp6d) (GAVE THIS FALSE TESTIMONY) AGAINST HIM, AND SAID THIS
FELLOW SAID, | AM ABLE TO DESTROY THE TEMPLE OF GOPAND TO BUILD IT IN THREE DAYS. They did
not understand what Jesus was talking about. Tigyot repeat correctly what Jesus said. Neitliérthey relay the
circumstances to put what He said in context. Kendt say this Temple “OF GOD.” Neither did Heydde would
“BUILD IT.” What they repeated was a lie. Theyeated what their evil heart thought He said, mitwhat He actually
said. Born again Christians can also expect umerg¢e people and carnal Christians to misquoten taed then try to
falsely accuse and persecute them, using thingsnineer said.

The sign Jesus gave them to prove He had the dytbordo what He did was—He would be crucifiedt beould be
resurrected. This would prove He is God. Themestion, which would happen about 3 years latenild prove He had
the power over death. As stated previously, tiesJead no understanding of what He was talking abdmu addition, the
fact that they asked for a sign reveals their ognoiance and lack of understanding of the Scripturks Jesus said in Lk
11:29-AN EVIL GENERATION: THEY SEEK A SIGN.

It is written: Rev 21:22-AND | SAW NO TEMPLE THERHE! FOR THE LORD GOD ALMIGHTY AND THE LAMB
ARE THE TEMPLE OF IT. The Temple may be said taalferm of Christ's body. When Christ was crudifignd gave up
the ghost, the veil of the Temple was rent-ref M52 ; Mk 15:38; Lk 23:45. The need for the Tempdev ceased. Indeed,
the buildings were destroyed about 40 years later.

It is approximately 6 months after He was baptiz&tiere are yet about 3 years left in His ministfhis is the first time
Jesus had given any indication that He would bledibr crucified, but would rise from the dead limee days. His body
was destroyed or crucified on the cross.

Regarding the use of signs, it is written: Lk 2:34-AND SIMEOSAID UNTO MARY HIS MOTHER, BEHOLD,
THIS CHILD IS SET FOR THE FALL AND RISING AGAIN ORMANY IN ISRAEL; AND FOR A SIGN WHICH
SHALL BE SPOKEN AGAINST. An impossible sign for positipeoof can be given by God, but the evil hearts of
men will still refuse to believe.

So why did Jesus answer them in the manner He did?

PARABLES
WHY DID JESUS SPEAK IN PARABLES?
Mt 13:10,11,13-16-AND THE DISCIPLES CAME, AND SAIDNTO HIM, WHY SPEAKEST THOU UNTO THEM
IN PARABLES? HE ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM, BECASE IT IS GIVEN UNTO YOU TO KNOW THE
MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, BUT TO THEM ITS NOT GIVEN. THEREFORE SPEAK | TO
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Page 232 THEM IN PARABLES: BECAUSE THEY SEEING SEE NOT; ANBIEARING THEY HEAR NOT, NEITHER DO
THEY UNDERSTAND. AND IN THEM IS FULFILLED THE PROHECY OF ESAIAS, WHICH SAITH, BY
HEARING YE SHALL HEAR, AND SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND SEEING YE SHALL SEE, AND SHALL NOT
PERCEIVE: FOR THIS PEOPLE'S HEART IS WAXED GROZ®|D THEIR EARS ARE DULL OF HEARING, AND
THEIR EYES THEY HAVE CLOSED; LEST AT ANY TIME THEYSHOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR
WITH THEIR EARS, AND SHOULD UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HART, AND SHOULD BE CONVERTED, AND |
SHOULD HEAL THEM. BUT BLESSED ARE YOUR EYES, FORHEY SEE: AND YOUR EARS, FOR THEY HEAR.
1 Cor 2:14-BUT THE NATURAL MAN RECEIVETH NOT THE THNGS OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD: FOR THEY ARE
FOOLISHNESS UNTO HIM: NEITHER CAN HE KNOW THEM, BE®JSE THEY ARE SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED.

The verses continue—

Jn 2:20. THEN SAID THE JEWS, FORTY AND SIX  Jn 2:20. THEN SAID THE JEWS,
YEARS WAS THIS TEMPLE IN BUILDING, FORTY AND SIX YEARS WAS THIS TEMPLE IN BUILDING,
AND (WILL) (YOU) (RAISE) IT UP IN AND (WILL) (YOU) (RAISE) IT UP IN THREE DAYS? One can sense the skeptical, sarcastic toneinvbices, as
THREE DAYS? they said these words.
The huge Temple that Herod had constructed ovér yedr period was built partly to please the Jemds @artly for his
own glory. Itis reported that the Temple, with surrounding grounds, continued to be worked omfany more years.
The well-known Western Wall (Kotel) or “Wailing Wals part of the retaining wall of Herod’s temple.

Jn 2:21. BUT HE (WAS SPEAKING) OF THE Jn2:21. BUT HE (WAS SPEAKING)
TEMPLE OF HIS BODY. OF THE TEMPLE OF HIS BODY. Jesus said in Jn 10:18-| HAVE POWER TO LAY IT DOWAND | HAVE

POWER TO TAKE IT AGAIN. THIS COMMANDMENT HAVE | REEIVED OF MY FATHER. Jesus’ body was hung
on the cross. However, three days later, He weedafrom the dead. Jesus responded in a wayHisatisciples
undoubtedly never expected. It is never recorthed Jesus corrected the Jews’ misunderstandingd’sGeople would
understand in due time; for it is written in Dan1® THE WICKED SHALL DO WICKEDLY: AND NONE OF THE
WICKED SHALL UNDERSTAND; BUT THE WISE SHALL UNDERSAND. The wicked often mock, distort, and do
not understand, but God'’s children will understand.

Those with wayside hearts, whose eyes and earsl@ed, will not understand. The following verst®uld help a
person understand this further.

TEMPLE OF GOD : Other Scriptures relating to this verse

1 Cor 3:16,17-KNOW YE NOT THATYE ARE THE TEMPLE OF GQDAND THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD
DWELLETH IN YOU?

1 Cor 3:17-IF ANY MAN DEFILE THETEMPLE OF GOD HIM SHALL GOD DESTROY; FOR THETEMPLE OF
GODIS HOLY, WHICHTEMPLE YE ARE

1 Cor 6:19-WHAT? KNOW YE NOT THAT YOUR BODY IS THEEMPLE OF THE HOLY GHOSWHICH IS IN
YOU, WHICH YE HAVE OF GOD, AND YE ARE NOT YOUR OWN?

2 Cor 6:16-AND WHAT AGREEMENT HATH THETEMPLE OF GODWITH IDOLS? FOR YE ARE THEHEMPLE
OF THE LIVING GOD AS GOD HATH SAID, | WILL DWELL IN THEM, AND WALK IN THEM; AND | WILL BE
THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.

In addition, He prophesied of the total destructidrihis great Temple, which had been in buildir@RTY AND SIX
YEARS. It covered a large area of Jerusalem, partame-sixth. He later prophesied that not evem stone of the
buildings would remain upon another-ref Mt 24:2;1%3; Lk 21:6.

At the time Jesus spoke these words, His own disciples tighderstand. They were expecting the Kingdom to be
restored to Israel, not expecting Jesus would be crucifiedise from the dead-ref Acts 1:6 and Lk 3:15.
Note in the next verse—

Jn 2:22. WHEN THEREFORE HE WAS RISEN Jn2:22. WHEN THEREFORE HE (which is Jesus)
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Page 233 FROM THE DEAD, HIS DISCIPLES WAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, (which was approximately 3 years later),

REMEMBERED THAT HE HAD SAID THIS HIS DISCIPLES REMEMBERED

(TO) THEM; AND THEY BELIEVED (or THAT HE HAD SAID THIS (TO) THEM. The disciples did not seem to understand the svdegus spoke in verse 19.

trusted) THE SCRIPTURE, AND THE WORD They also did not understand the Old Testamenthatips referring to His upcoming death and restiorecuntil after He

WHICH JESUS HAD SAID. was resurrected. This is confirmed in Lk 24:25-20,32-THEN HE SAID UNTO THEM, O FOOLS, AND SLOW OF
HEART TO BELIEVE ALL THAT THE PROPHETS HAVE SPOKENDUGHT NOT CHRIST TO HAVE SUFFERED
THESE THINGS, AND TO ENTER INTO HIS GLORY? AND BHSNING AT MOSES AND ALL THE PROPHETS,
HE EXPOUNDED UNTO THEM IN ALL THE SCRIPTURES THE TNGS CONCERNING HIMSELF. AND IT
CAME TO PASS, AS HE SAT AT MEAT WITH THEM, HE TOOIBREAD, AND BLESSED IT, AND BRAKE, AND
GAVE TO THEM. AND THEIR EYES WERE OPENED, AND THEXNEW HIM; AND HE VANISHED OUT OF
THEIR SIGHT. AND THEY SAID ONE TO ANOTHER, DID NOTOUR HEART BURN WITHIN US, WHILE HE
TALKED WITH US BY THE WAY, AND WHILE HE OPENED TO & THE SCRIPTURES?

God is able to bring things to our remembrancegivel us the understanding. The verse continues—

AND THEY BELIEVED (or trusted)

THE SCRIPTURE. God forbid, how few people there are in this luem generation that truly believe and trust al th
Scriptures. The verse continues—

AND THE WORD WHICH JESUS HAD SAID. God forbid, how few people there are in this lukem generation that
truly trust the Word which Jesus spoke. Many $&y tbelieve in Jesus, but they do not understagligve, study, or trust
the words He spoke. If a person does not beliegevbrds Jesus spoke, they do not believe in thesJaf the Bible. They
are in unbelief. Many churches say they exaltrthme of Jesus. However, only a few understandchreand exalt the
uncompromised Word He spoke.

UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE

Understanding the Bible (for those that are catleGod) may be likened to a man arising out ofregladeep sleep. At
first, he may open one eye and then the other.mBg continue to lie in bed for a while and yawne iay have been
dreaming, and his mind is still on the dream. $yowe arises, still a bit dizzy. Slowly he undarsds that the dream was
only a dream or an illusion. Slowly he staggerge¢bsome water to splash on his face. He maytrgy some things as he
does. Gradually, he awakens to the reality ofdpewake and in the light after having been in daskn Some want to go
back to sleep and darkness. Some want to stayeawakorth, and bear good fruit.

As a person that is called of God responds, he repéfgsshould begin to crave to hear and study the Bible as a
newborn baby craves milk. As the person repentsiviesgpthers, humbles himself, stops looking back and studies
they awake more and more out of the deep sleep of esskrGod begins to open up their understanding of Hisl Wor
As they humbly obey His Word, they awake more and roateof their sleep. Regretfully, many resist the truth and
want to sleep on.

Are you one that is still slumbering, sleeping, amdarkness, or are you one that has awakened?

Are you one that thinks you are awake, but yowstilen the darkness of your dreams? Examine gelfiby God’'s Word
to see if you are really awake in the eyes of God.

Have you thawed out, or are you still frozen like? Does your attitude testify that you are follmyvGod or the
deceiver?

Are your thoughts, actions, and speech centeradendesus of the Bible and holiness, or on thednamtl earthly things?

The verses continue—

Jn 2:23. NOW WHEN HE WAS IN JERUSALEM AT  Jn2:23. NOW WHEN HE (which is Jesus)

THE PASSOVER, IN THE FEAST DAY, WASIN JERUSALEM
MANY (people) BELIEVED IN HIS NAME, AT THE PASSOVER,
WHEN THEY SAW THE MIRACLES (or IN THE FEAST DAY. This verse gives us both the location (Jerusakmd)the time of the year (around our April).
signs) WHICH HE DID. The verse continues—

MANY (people) BELIEVED IN HIS NAME. In other words, they believed that this was tregltawaited Messiah, the

Christ, the one that Moses, Daniel and other prigpihad said would come. The verse continues—
WHEN THEY SAW THE MIRACLES (or signs)
WHICH HE DID. Little is mentioned about what miracles Jesusadliderusalem during this trip.
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Jn 2:24.

Jn 2:25.

BUT JESUS DID NOT COMMIT (or entrust)

HIMSELF (TO) THEM, BECAUSE HE
KNEW (WHAT PEOPLE ARE LIKE-JNT),

AND (He) NEEDED NOT THAT ANY (one)
SHOULD TESTIFY OF MAN: FOR HE
KNEW WHAT WAS IN MAN (or He didn't

It is written: Jn 20:30-AND MANY OTHER SIGNS TRULYID JESUS IN THE PRESENCE OF HIS DISCIPLES,
WHICH ARE NOT WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK:

Jn 21:25-AND THERE ARE ALSO MANY OTHER THINGS WHICBESUS DID, THE WHICH, IF THEY SHOULD
BE WRITTEN EVERY ONE, | SUPPOSE THAT EVEN THE WORLIDDSELF COULD NOT CONTAIN THE BOOKS
THAT SHOULD BE WRITTEN. AMEN.

The verses continue—

Jn 2:24. BUT JESUS DID NOT COMMIT (or entrust) HIMS ELF (TO) THEM. Jesus committed Himself
to His Father. Jesus knows those that are trudy Aihe verse continues—

BECAUSE HE KNEW (WHAT PEOPLE ARE LIKE-JNT). Christ searches the reins and hearts-ref Rev 2t23as
been said that this may mean that He knew the ditd®s, weakness, and lack of trust of these people.

Some people seem like they believe, but when patises or problems arise, they fall away. Othezkelve for a while,
but when cares of this life or other things entertiiey also fall away. Some are like a wave.ugdekd not commit Himself
to them. Yet a few do continue in the faith steatifbearing much fruit until the end. Among tleoge that saw the
miracles were undoubtedly some of the very merchémt Jesus had reprimanded. Note commentaigetinver, But
Perish

The theme in verse 23 and 24 appears to be thaethae believed in His name when they saw thealsisa They may
have believed He was a great prophet or healekereless, their faith may not have been a safaitly through trusting
in His Word and receiving Him alone as their onbph of salvation. They may not have believed Haésonly begotten
Son of God who had authority to forgive their sinGven today, if a miracle happens by the han&aod, people will
believe and give glory to God, but their heart may be repentant and converted through faith. Manofess that they
know God, but their heart is far from Him. They to act like they are a Christian, but no inneargle took place deep
down in their heart and attitude. Faith needseditmly rooted in the Scriptures, not some sputh& moment emaotion.
Many probably thought He would deliver them fromniy but did not consider that He came to delivertrom the
bondage of sin.

BELIEVE BUT PERISH?
BORN AGAIN
CONVERSION

TODAY'S CHURCH

True belief equals trust. Many people believedChmist, but for some it may have been nothing nmtben a head
knowledge or a short lived enthusiasm after settiegmiracles which He did. What saves a persopgentance coupled
with true trust and reliance centered in JesusJasds alone. It results in a commitment of orit8std Jesus. This brings
about true conversion and being born again.

People believed in Jesus in verse 23, but Jesusotlicbmmit Himself to them, because He knew wisaipte are like.

In Jn 12:42,43 it is written: AMONG THE CHIEF RULERALSO MANY BELIEVED ON HIM; BUT BECAUSE OF
THE PHARISEES THEY DID NOT CONFESS HIM, LEST THEYH®ULD BE PUT OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE:
FOR THEY LOVED THE PRAISE OF MEN MORE THAN THE PRBE OF GOD.

In Rev 3:16, Jesus is speaking to the Laodice&ewarm church. He said of them, | WILL SPUE THEBTOOF MY
MOUTH. They were naked. They were not clothethwilie white garments of righteousness. Their ejgsot perceive
things correctly. Jesus tells them to be zealodsrapent-ref Rev 3:18.

This is today’s church. They straddle the fentkey try to have one foot on the rock and the ofibetrin the world.

There are many that hear God’s Word and receive it withajay believe. Yet they have no root in themselves.
They endure or believe for a time, but when rejectioassqzutions, false teaching, or temptations come their way,
they fall away. They have stony and thorny hearts. DBhieyg no fruit to perfection-ref Mt 13; Mk 4; Lk 8.

The verses continue—

Jn 2:25. AND (He) NEEDED NOT
THAT ANY (one) SHOULD TESTIFY OF MAN
FOR HE KNEW WHAT WAS IN MAN (or He didn't need anyo ne to inform Him about a person, because He
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Page 235 need anyone to inform Him about a persolnew what was in the person’s heart-JNT). This is further confirmed in Lk 9:47, as it shoatsanother time that JESUS
because He knew what was in the personperceived THE THOUGHT OF THEIR HEART. Jesus kndwsnt and knows now what is in each person’s helaris

heart-JNT).

JESUS TEACHES ON BEING
BORN-AGAIN

written, Jere 17:9-THE HEART IS DECEITFUL ABOVE ALTHINGS, AND DESPERATELY WICKED: WHO CAN
KNOW IT? Many people are like a wave that goeamad out. One minute they believe and the next teithey doubt,
question, and accuse. Man’s pride leads him tio hel

It is also written that Jesus said in Jn 5:41-1 RRE NOT HONOUR FROM MEN.

WITNESSES THAT PROVE JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD
TESTIMONY REGARDING JESUS
(Also see Witnesses and Proof That Jesus is th@f8ad, following Lk 2:38

JOHN THE BAPTIST BEARS WITNESS OF JESUS
Jn 1:29-THE NEXT DAY JOHN SEETH JESUS COMING UNTOM{ AND SAITH, BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD,
WHICH TAKETH AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD.
Jn 5:36-Jesus said: BUT | HAVE GREATER WITNESS THANAT OF JOHN.

JESUS BEARS WITNESS OF HIMSELF
Jn 8:18-I AM ONE THAT BEAR WITNESS OF MYSELF.
Jn 8:14-JESUS ANSWERED..., THOUGH | BEAR RECORD OF 8&LF, YET MY RECORD IS TRUE.

WORKS OR MIRACLES JESUS DID BEARS WITNESS
Jn 5:36-THE WORKS WHICH THE FATHER HATH GIVEN ME T®INISH, THE SAME WORKS THAT | DO,
BEAR WITNESS OF ME, THAT THE FATHER HATH SENT ME.
Jn 10:25-...THE WORKS THAT | DO IN MY FATHER'S NAMEHEY BEAR WITNESS OF ME.
Jn 10:38-...IF...YE BELIEVE NOT ME, BELIEVE THE WORKSIHAT YE MAY KNOW, AND BELIEVE, THAT
THE FATHER IS IN ME, AND | IN HIM.
Jn 14:11-BELIEVE ME...OR ELSE BELIEVE ME FOR THE VERWORKS' SAKE.

WRITTEN WORD OF GOD BEARS WITNESS OF JESUS

Jn 5:37-THE FATHER HIMSELF,...HATH BORNE WITNESS OFBM In other words, the Scriptures bear witness of
Jesus.

Jn 5:39-...THE SCRIPTURES;...THEY ARE THEY WHICH TESMFOF ME.

Lk 24:25-...HE SAID, O FOOLS, AND SLOW OF HEART TO BEVE ALL THAT THE PROPHETS HAVE
SPOKEN.

Jn 5:46,47-FOR HAD YE BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD HAVEBELIEVED ME: FOR HE WROTE OF ME. BUT
IF YE BELIEVE NOT HIS WRITINGS, HOW SHALL YE BELIE\E MY WORDS?

Jn 18:18-THE FATHER THAT SENT ME BEARETH WITNESS QWE. In other words, the Old Testament bears
witness of Jesus.

WRITER OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN BEARS RECORD
Jn 19:35-AND HE THAT SAW IT BARE RECORD, AND HIS REORD IS TRUE: AND HE KNOWETH THAT
HE SAITH TRUE, THAT YE MIGHT BELIEVE.
Jn 21:24-THIS IS THE DISCIPLE WHICH TESTIFIETH OF B3E THINGS, AND WROTE THESE THINGS:
AND WE KNOW THAT HIS TESTIMONY IS TRUE.

THE END OF THIS SUBJECT
Ro 3:4-GOD FORBID: YEA, LET GOD BE TRUE, BUT EVERMAN A LIAR. The verses continue—
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Jn 3:1.

30 YEARS PLUS 6 MONTHS

(Now) THERE WAS A MAN OF THE
PHARISEES, NAMED NICODEMUS, A

Jn 3:1. (Now) THERE WAS A MAN
OF THE PHARISEES.

RULER OF THE JEWS (or member of the

Jewish ruling council-NIV):

Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 237

PHARISEES

It is reported that the religious group of the s originated about 130 years before Christheass. Their name
reportedly meant “separated ones.” It has beemaistd by several authorities that they numberedia6000. They sat in
Moses’ seat-ref Mt 23:2. They were unsaved, hyifioal religious leaders during the time of Jesuey tried to follow
the Mosaic law exactly; however, their understagaifithe law was often flawed. They instigated gnahtheir own laws
and traditions, which were contrary to good soweathing and made God’s Word of none effect-ref 8112-35; Mk 7:13.
They taught for doctrine the commandments of méMtel5:9. Many of them did not think of themsedvas sinners-ref Lk
18:10,11. In Judaism, the Pharisees were veryantial. Nearly all people thought of them as vgodly-Lk 11:44. These
Orthodox men often ridiculed and tried to discrehé teachings of Jesus openly. They even wefdrsas to say of Jesus
that He cast out devils by Beelzebub, the princthefdevils, and that He had an unclean spirittefl2:24; Mk 3:30. See
Mt 3:7, for a more in-depth commentary about tharRlees. The verse continues—

NAMED NICODEMUS,

A RULER OF THE JEWS (or member of the Jewish ruling council-NIV). Nicodemus was a leading Pharisee and a
member of the Sanhedrin-see Mt 15:43. In a wondanner, he was an extremely important person, §oitftually and
politically. Little did he or the people suspdtat he was unsaved. Little did he understand lodvetsaved (or born again).
It is the same today. Many people and clergy thidy are saved, yet they are spiritually blinchey are on a collision
course with hell.

It is written in 1 Cor 1:26-NOT MANY WISE MEN AFTER THELESH, NOT MANY NOBLE, ARE CALLED.
Few of these types of people get saved. Nicodemuswable man.

See Jn 7:50 and 19:39 for more information on NicoderBsne of the chief Pharisees were part of the Sanhedrin
or counsel.

SANHEDRIN. COUNSEL

In the KJV, the word “counsel” is sometimes usédthe NIV, the word “Sanhedrin” is used.

The Sanhedrin, or supreme council, was headecdhighapriest and had religious, civil, and judicialithority.

It might be considered as the equivalent of ther&up Court or rulers of the people-ref Jn 3:1; ASS.

It is reported that it consisted of 70 membersluiding the chief priests, Pharisees, elders andilplgssome Sadducees-
ref Jn 11:47; Acts 4:23; 23:6. Some scribes mase lieen included.

The head of the Sanhedrin was whoever the higlstprias that year-ref Jn 11:49; Acts 23:2.

At the time of Jesus’ crucifixion, they did not leathe power to put someone to death; however,senéns to have
changed later on-ref Mk 15:1 and Acts 7:59.

They sometimes met on a daily basis, except foStdgbath (or holy) days.

In the case of Jesus being tried, the judges were ©f the same people that gathered against Hihsanght for a way
to kill Him-ref Jn 11:47-53.

It was held in the High Priest’s palace-ref Mt Z5:5

They were a very corrupt organization as can be sesome of the following.

The Sanhedrin sought for false witnesses agaisssdef Mt 26:59.

They delivered Him to Pilate-ref Mk 15:1.

They spit in Jesus’ face and buffeted Him and atlsemote Him with the palms of their hands-ref Mi626

They could in some cases make laws or give commgaids 11:57; Acts 4:18.

They fight against God and His Word-ref Acts 4:28,

They also wanted to kill the apostles-ref Acts 5:33

They helped conspire to kill Paul-ref Acts 23:15.

They beat the apostles-ref Acts 5:40.

They allowed the Word of God to be spoken in defene$ Acts 7:2-53.

They hated the Word of God-ref Acts 7:54.
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Jn 3:2.

There were at least 3 members of the Sanhedrimgirat spoken of by the Word of God as not beingnagdesus:

1-Nicodemus ref Jn 3:1-16; 7:50-51; 19:39,40.

2-Joseph of Arimathaea ref Mk 15:43; Jn 19:38.

3-Gamaliel ref Acts 5:34; 22:3.

In the NIV, the word “Sanhedrin” appears in thdduling verses: Mt 5:22; 26:59; Mk 14:55; 15:1; 11h47; Acts 4:15;
5:21, 27, 34, 41, 6:12, 15; 22:30; 23:1, 6, 15,28),24:20.

The verses continue—

(THIS MAN) CAME TO JESUS BY NIGHT, Jn3:2. (THIS MAN) (which is Nicodemus)—

AND SAID (TO) HIM, RABBI, WE KNOW CAME TO JESUS BY NIGHT. Apparently, he did not want anyone to know he &amsee Jesus. Many of his fellow

THAT (YOU) (ARE) A TEACHER COME Pharisees (the religious leaders) hated Jesuaddition, coming to Jesus by night would give hiwrenof an opportunity to

FROM GOD (or we know it is from God thatspeak to Him uninterrupted. During the day tinfesré were often many people surrounding Jesus. aFoerson of

You have come as a teacher-JNT): FOR N&licodemus’ position to come to Jesus at all, heldvbiave had to humble himself. God put it in tieat of Nicodemus to

MAN CAN DO THESE MIRACLES (or seek Jesus out to fulfill His purpose. It appeiaas at some future date, he may have gotten saMee verse continues—

miraculous signs) THAT (YOU) (DO), AND SAID (TO)HIM,

EXCEPT GOD BE WITH HIM. RABBI. Nicodemus addressed Jesus Christ as Rabbi, wieelms “Master” or “Teacher.” It is a term usedatlress,
Jewish religious leaders or a leader of a Jewistyremation. Rabbi, however, relates that Nicodedidshot comprehend
that this was the actual One and only begottend@od—Jesus Christ come in the flesh. He cantelkoto Jesus as one
rabbi to another rabbi. The verse continues—

WE KNOW. Note, Nicodemus used the word “we,” as relatmgat just himself but some others also. He seeméé
relating to other Pharisees. Some believe thagrstimay have come with him; however, the verse amdsgive an
indication that this is the case. In other wofd&) know—

THAT (YOU)

(ARE) A TEACHER

COME FROM GOD (or we know it is from God that You have come as a teacher-JNT)He was saying that He, as
well as some other Pharisees, knew that Jesus teasfzer and He was sent from God. He did notaeladge Jesus as the
long awaited Messiah (Immanuel) that would be kadra virgin-ref Isa 7:14. He did not understandtthesus Christ is God
which came to this earth in human form. He didumaderstand that Jesus Christ created all thingSek1:14. The reason
he knew that Jesus was a teacher come from Godeflasted in his next words. He said—

FOR NO MAN CAN DO THESE MIRACLES (or miraculous signs)

THAT (YOU) (DO). Indeed, no man up to this time had ever done sudcles as Jesus did. It appears that even some
of the skeptical, evil Pharisees that were agdiestis admitted that He did miracles. There wadonbt that the miracles of
Jesus were not counterfeit. The people themsehatssaw the miracles Jesus did, at a later daig,iis Jn 7:31-WHEN
CHRIST COMETH, WILL HE DO MORE MIRACLES THAN THESEVHICH THIS MAN HATH DONE? Exactly what
miracles he was referring to is not mentioned. Ndabdemus was saying, FOR NO MAN CAN DO THESE MIRAES
THAT (YOU) (DO)—

EXCEPT GOD BE WITH HIM. At least some of the Pharisees knew Jesus was@ud, that God had to be with Him
and that He did miracles; yet, it was the majooityhe Pharisees that delivered Him to Pilate tdwlbeg on a cross about 3
years later. At this point in time, it was onlyoait 6 months after Jesus had been baptized. Histnyi was to last a total of
about 3%% years. At only about 6 months after Helteen baptized, He had already caught the atteofithe Pharisees as
well as others.

PROOF JESUS IS THE CHRIST
It has been said that His miracles were His credentials.yBvephecy in the Old Testament that was written of the
first coming of the Messiah was fulfilled by Jesus. JoknBhptist testified and identified Jesus as He. Prophecies
that Jesus spoke also came to pass exactly as He saidfinally, His resurrection proved that Jesus is the Messiah
the only begotten Son of God. He is God manifested inekb,fand He shall return.

NICODEMUS
About 3 years later, this same Nicodemus took adsfar Jesus and got persecuted by other Phaniséds 7:50-53.
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Jn 3:3.

After Jesus was crucified, this same Nicodemus dgitba mixture of myrrh and aloes. They took theybof Jesus and
wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as trener of the Jews is to bury-ref Jn 19:38-40. iérses continue—

JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID (TO) HIM, Jn 3:3. JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID (TO) HIM,

(YES, INDEED), | SAY (TO) (YOU) (the (YES, INDEED),

truth), (UNLESS) A MAN BE BORN AGAIN I SAY (TO) (YOU) (the truth). Jesus is putting an emphasis on what He is db@#ty. The verse continues—

(from above), HE CANNOT SEE THE (UNLESS) A MAN. This message is to everyone—to all humanity. esla man—

KINGDOM OF GOD (or no one can see the BE BORN AGAIN (from above). The first birth is our natural birth. The secoritib(being born again) is a spiritual

kingdom of God unless he is born again-NIV). birth which is not possible through man’s effoftsit is only possible through God-ref Mt 19:26. #ile good works,
religious efforts, and ceremonies of man, preachmissts, rabbi, church, or denominations canawe @ person. Unless a
man be born again from above—

HE CANNOT SEE

THE KINGDOM OF GOD (or no one can see the kingdom BbGod unless he is born again-NIV).

The term “KINGDOM OF GOD often refers to the millennial Kingdom Jesus ket up on the earth, when He returns
during the time of Armageddon. Some of the passaging the words “Kingdom of God” refer to heavérCor 15:50.

Israel had regressed in its spiritual thinkingtte point that many believed that simply being bardew (being a son of
Abraham) was sufficient to be saved-ref Mt 3:9;3:B. Some believed that simply knowing the Law ldcgave a person-
ref Jn 7:49.

BORN AGAIN AND NICODEMUS Nicodemus initially did not ask Jesus a questible simply made a statement that
he and others believed Jesus was a teacher come&Soa. Following Nicodemus’ statement, Jesus naadgurn statement
that catapults this verse into one of the most gt in the entire Bible. He goes right to thatef the situation and lets
Nicodemus know that unless a spiritual transforomatakes place in a person by the Spirit of God¢clis evidenced by a
change in a person’s thinking, fruits, and attitutiey will not see the Kingdom of God. This irditde transformation is
called beingborn again All are born in sin, since the fall of Adam, aaltihave sinned and come short of the glory of God
Jesus is telling Nicodemus that a person must beawhildof God, before they can see the Kingdom of God. Aage
must be transformed (and) converted-ref Mt 18:@mftbeing in darkness spiritually to being in thghti Many think they
are saved and in the light; but, in reality, they still spiritually dead and in the darkness. yftienk they understand and
see correctly, but they do not. A person mustdieverted from ruling over himself to becoming chikd. He needs to
humble himself, trust in God, submit to God and Wisrd, and allow God to rule over Him. Few peogler do this. Few
fear God and humbly stand steadfast unto the emihg, trusting, and submitting to God.

A person is spiritually dead. Without the intertien of God, man will stay in that state until hesdi Then he will go to
hell to await the final judgment, which leads te #ternal lake of fire (also called the secondigeat person must be born
again or born anew. These words spoke Jesuséoyaeligious leader, a Bible teacher, a well-eded¢anan, a very moral
person, a person that appeared to do the work®dff@l time; but he was nevertheless dead in inis, s he had not been
born again from above by the Spirit of God.

A person needs to be converted from being spihitwdgad, spiritually prideful, stubborn, stiffneckeself-centered, and
hard-hearted to being humble, pliable, Christ-amatesoft-hearted, sorrowful over their sins wighentance, and a childlike
attitude to God’s Word and correction. Correctaond repentance (or change) is the way of life fpeeson that is being
born again and is born again. If a person is fulithith himself and the Word of God, he would haweeadmit that only a
few people fit this description.

The statement Jesus made about a person being borreabbliicodemus to ask three questions.

1. HOW CAN A MAN BE BORN WHEN HE IS OLD (or growR)v.4.

2. CAN HE ENTER (or go back) THE SECOND TIME INTHIS MOTHER'S WOMB, AND BE BORN?-v.4.

3. HOW CAN THESE THINGS BE?-v.9.

BORN AGAIN
Commentary scriptures continue on pg. 248
STATISTICS ON BEING BORN AGAIN
BORN AGAIN STATISTICS
To put it bluntly, no matter how religious a perssnno matter how good a person is, no matter imany good works a
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person does, no matter how much he goes to chwatks in his church, or even witnesses to othessnatter how much
money he gives, no matter how much a person pegessbe a Christian, no matter how many timesrsopeturns over a
new leaf or tries to patch himself up, or makes Néar resolutions—if they are not truly born aghaiom above by the
Spirit of God with fruits that bear witness—theyllwiternally perish.

Man is born with an inherent sinful, self-centereakrupt nature that is in rebellion to God. Oaa eppear to be a moral
person, but still not be born again. A spirituainsformation (or inner conversion, or regeneratinTitus 3:5) needs to
take place in a one’s heart, thoughts, attitudeléed A person must undergo an inner and outangle in their thinking,
attitude, and deeds—from the old natural man asdubrld’s ways, man’s own ways and self-centerestrde the spiritual
man and the ways of the fruits of the Spirit. As iwritten-AND BE NOT CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD: BUBE YE
TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND-Ro 12:2Before a person is born again, their attitude otsle
the ways of this world. After repenting and beblngn again from above through trusting in God, rtfadfitude begins to
reflect the fruit of the Spirit, as they hear, urstend, believe, and obey the pure Word of Godrefl0:17; Heb 5:9; Acts
5:32. The person’s thinking is transformed. Thegin to overcome all things through Christ, whittengthens them-ref
Phili 4:13; 1 Jn 2:14; 4:4; 5:4-5; 2 Pe 2:19; Re®1321:7. They begin to be led by God’s Word #mal Spirit of God-ref
Ro 8:14. They begin to live a life that in harmamiyh God and His Word. The old worldly ways ahéhking are to be put
off. The new way—the ways of God, as outlinedhi@ Scriptures, are to be put on-ref Eph 4:22-24.3¢910.

The true church are the few born-again, Spiritdddtistians that stand fast in their trust in JeShsst as their only hope-
ref Eph 2:8-10. Recent surveys that we and othave done indicate about 80% of the people, in batharea and in the
United States, claim to be a Christian. Howevaty about Y2 of these (or less than 40%) claim tobben again.
Nevertheless, when a person looks for evidencé ity that a person is born again, the numbeeiywvery low.

The fact that very few people understand aboutgobiorn again or are truly born again and shallretite Kingdom of
God is substantiated by many passages in the Netafient, from Matthew to the Revelation.

UNDERSTANDING HID APART FROM GOD
MAN CANNOT UNDERSTAND IF GOD DOES NOT OPEN HIS HEAR T
BORN AGAIN

Corrupt and sinful man is incapable of understagdire concept of being born again and just how &dcke is, even
though he may think he does. He often sees daslasekght.

Corrupt and sinful man is incapable of understagdtirhis heart where he is with God and that rgoiag to perish to the
lake of fire for eternity, because the darknesshtiasled his eyes-ref Mt 5:23; 1 Jn 2:11; Jn 12:35.

Satan is able to take away the Word out of a pé&sseayside heart as fast as it goes in, so thega@amderstand, believe
and be saved-ref Lk 8:12.

Only God, in His mercy, can open a person’s heanderstand their sinful condition and what it me#o be born again-
ref Lk 1:78-79; Jn 1:5-6; 3:19-20; 8:12; 12:35.

The idea that most religions in the world are madenand not of God and,

that a person is incapable of saving himself,
that religion, being religious, and good works sageone,
that man is incapable of understanding being bgainaapart from God opening their understanding,
and that he must humble himself,
deny himself,
fear God,
love God,
see sin as God sees it,
hate evil
and pick up his cross daily and follow the JesuthefBible
and obey God’s Word,
is ridiculous and insulting to man.

Jere 17:9-THE HEART IS DECEITFUL ABOVE ALL THING®ND DESPERATELY WICKED: WHO CAN KNOW
IT?

Many sincere people, people that seemed like geagplp, people that loved this present world, petipde loved their
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children and were wonderful parents, people thaeweod husbands and wives, that were good em@@me employers,
that were upstanding citizens in the communityt thd many good works, that helped their neighbtrat went to church
faithfully, that gave their tithes, and served thetiurches, that were religious, that were priestd preachers, that didn’t
take drugs, get drunk, smoke, or cuss, and seeyrtiedphed mankind are now in hell, because they wetdruly born again.
They were never converted, never had their mindswed, never conformed to the image of Christ, mexkr became a
humblechild of the living God. Corrupt and sinful man hagalproblem understanding this.

The world stands in rebellion to God and His Word.

The born again person should be living as if Jesugdd return tomorrow. The World does not. Onedtwe pray: THY
KINGDOM COME-ref Mt 6:10; Lk 11:2.

BORN AGAIN BIBLE STUDY SCRIPTURE REFERENCES
Born-again: Jn 3:1-3,6; Mt 18:3; Acts 3:19; Jn211B; 1 Pe 1:23; 1 Jn 2:29; 1 Jn 3:8-10; 1 Jn 818 2:2,3; Mt 9:16,17+; Lk
5:39; Jn 5:24; 2 Cor 5:17; Gal 6:15; Gal 3:27; R&-80; Eph 4:22,24; Col 3:9,10; Eph 2:2,3; Ro 12Zor 2:12; 1 Jn 4:13; Ro
8:9; Ezek 36:26; 2 Pe 1:4; 1 Jn 3:1; 2 Cor 5:15.

CONVERTED BIBLE STUDY SCRIPTURE REFERENCES
Converted: 1 Jn 5:9; Mk 4:12; Lk 22:32; Col 3:F 8:9, 14; Acts 2:37, 38; Heb 5:8; Gal 4:21-31lscAnote Mt 18:3 for
Scripture references on a converted attitude.

1-NICODEMUS WAS CONFUSED ABOUT BEING BORN-AGAIN

It is written, Jn 3:1-3-THERE WAS A MAN OF THE PHABEES, NAMED NICODEMUS, A RULER OF THE JEWS: THE
SAME CAME TO JESUS BY NIGHT, AND SAID UNTO HIM, RABI, WE KNOW THAT THOU ART A TEACHER COME
FROM GOD: FOR NO MAN CAN DO THESE MIRACLES THAT TH® DOEST, EXCEPT GOD BE WITH HIM. JESUS
ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM, VERILY, VERILY, | SAY UINTO THEE, EXCEPT A MAN BEBORN-AGAIN HE
CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD. Jesus has just gius a condition for seeing heaven. This absoloteliion is—you
must be born-again. Few people today understandehebirth, including preachers, or ministers, gigseand rabbis. In a survey
taken, many people incorrectly thought that beiagkagain was simply an experience or a feeling tied. Others believe being
born-again is simply to believe in (that is havhead knowledge of) God or Jesus Christ, or bel@ngina Christian church, or
saying a sinner’s prayer, or getting baptized.

Jn 3:4-NICODEMUS SAITH UNTO HIM (unto Jesus), HOWRote Nicodemus' first word, "How?" He didn’'t und&md the
concept of the new birth, even though he was atspineader in Israel. Indeed, he was a rulethefJews and a master of Israel.
NICODEMUS SAITH UNTO HIM, HOW CAN A MAN BEBORNWHEN HE IS OLD? CAN HE ENTER THE SECOND TIME
INTO HIS MOTHER'S WOMB, AND BEBORN? These words show us that such a concept asethéinth taking place in a
person was something he did not understand, aeisdse with many preachers today. Recently, &kwelvn person in the
world’'s largest (so-called) Christian denominatiwas asked about being born-again on television. stdéered and seemed
confused. He was unable to give a satisfactorwans

2-THE NEW BIRTH MUST TAKE PLACE IN US, OR WE CANNO T ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD

JESUS ANSWERED, VERILY, VERILY, | SAY UNTO THEE, BEXEPT A MAN BE BORN OF WATER AND OF THE
SPIRIT, HE CANNOT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD-B5.

Note in 1 Jn 5:6,8-THIS IS HE THAT CAME BY WATER AN BLOOD, EVEN JESUS CHRIST...AND THERE ARE
THREE THAT BEAR WITNESS IN EARTH, THE SPIRIT, AND HE WATER, AND THE BLOOD: AND THESE THREE
AGREE IN ONE. Again, Jesus makes it clear. A rsth must take place: indeed, born of water anthefSpirit. Jn 3:6-THAT
WHICH IS BORNOF THE FLESH IS FLESH; AND THAT WHICH IBORNOF THE SPIRIT IS SPIRIT. Clearly, Jesus is
showing us that there are two births. The firsthbis of the flesh. This is what we call our birdlyd Yet a second birth must take
place, or we cannot see the kingdom of heaven.

The Scriptures show us in Mt 7:22-MANY WILL SAY T®ME IN THAT DAY, LORD, LORD, HAVE WE NOT
PROPHESIED IN THY NAME? AND IN THY NAME HAVE CASTOUT DEVILS? AND IN THY NAME DONE MANY
WONDERFUL WORKS? All these people seem to thinkytlare saved or perhaps born-again. How many are?hlt seems to
indicate: many, many, many. God’'s Word shows asgtlis yet another condition on entering heaven.

CLICK HERE FOR MAIN MENU THEN CLICK PT 7

24C


http://chronologicalbible.org/Chron_4_gospels/Chrono-7_PDF/Chrono_7_main_menu.html

